GRARYET, haror S

BARNETT, AARON, born in France, about 1841; marri ed Rachel
A. Rich at San Bernardinoc, California, January 9, 1879,

Came to Prescott, Arizona, in 1865; the follow ng references
to bhim appeared in the Prescott Arizona Miner:

June 27, 1866 - - Aaron Barmett is in town with
| ot s of ladies goods, groceries, etce

Novenber 30, 1867 - - Should any of our readers

have occasion t0 go tO our sistertownof Wickenburg
and need to purchase any of the good things of this
sorld, we advise themto call upon A. Barnett, who
will De happy to see them and do the fair thing by
theme. He Keéps a capital supply of this world's
%oods and is governed in his dealings With nen by
onesty and one:price only, He does not expect to
ﬁo t 0 Congress; therefore he can afford to deal
onestly with his fellowcitizens north of the Gila.

Decenber 28, 1867 - - Mr. Barnett, the boss nerchant
and musical prodi gy of the foothills, is doing a good
busi ness selling goods to the Wickenburgers and charm-
ing them Wi th banjo-ical strains Of delightful music,

April 11, 1868 - - Mr. A. Barnett Wites us that he
came from La Paz 10 Wickenburg In Mr. d. Grang's
stage in one day and a half. #¥e Can now reac San
Bernardinoc, Cal, 1n SiX days, Which is a matter of
great inportance to the people of this portion of
the Territorye.

May 30, 1868 - - A. Barnett of Wickenburg, in a
letter to us, says the mills were runmning, the houses
goi ng up and everything prospering. Barnett says
trade has been good with himand his big stock of
goods was di sappearing fast. Success tO0O Wickenburg
and its generous, industrious, wholesouled Denvocratic
population,

Sept enber 19, 1868 - - Mr. Barnett, the ol dest
merchant | N Wickenburg, and one of the ol dest citizens
I n the Territory, in & letter dated the 10th inst.
says it is actually necessary that soldiers be
stationed on the La Paz mail route and in the vicinity
of Wickenburg in order to protect the lives and
roperty of citizens and keep the mail route opsne

he Indisns are nunerous and bitterly hostile,
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gebruary 13, 1869 - - We are pleased to |learn that

A Barnett, of Wickenburg, in this Count;i], has re-
ceived the appoi ntnment of Postmaster of that place.
Mr. Barnett has attended to the duties of the office
for over a year past, gratuitously.

Novenber 20, 1869 fadvertisement) - - NEW GOODS, A.
Barnatt, of Wickenbur%, is in constant receipt oOf
Nnew goods .purchased I OMm Hooper, Whiting & Co.

Ari zona Cit%, Yuma County, at prices which enable him
to undersell any ot her trader in Yavapal County e

Novenber 12, 1870 (advertisement) - =-

BARNETT AND BLOCK
Deal ers In
Groceries, Provisions, Clothing, Dry Goods
Wickenburg and Phoenix
Sell cheaper than any other merchants in Central Arizona.

Listed U. S. Census, August, 1870, at Wickenburg, Yavapai County,
A.T., age 29, born in France, Ooccupati on - Merchant; Post master at
Wickenburg from Decenber 8, 1868 to February 9, 1870; i n July, 1870,
he formed a partnership with Benjamin Bl ock about which Janes M.
Barney has written:

Barnett and Block, Who ogezjatel a store in the
Salt River Vall ey near the "Phoenix Settlement™ - be-
fore the Phoeni X Townsite was laid out, noved within
the 1imits of the | atter about the middle of 1872,
and immediately took a promi nent place among the
busi nessnen of the town, They constructed a | arge
adobe building on the sout heast corner of Center "and
Jef ferson Streets, and stocked it with such articles
of merchandise as were then in demand by the farmers.
of the $alt River vValley.

For several years the firm of Barnett and Bloek
was one of the successful trading establishnments of
the valley, doing a heavy business in government con=
tracts ang t he buying and selling of grain and flour.
Their freight teans were numerous and were constantly
on the road throughout central Arizona,

About the mddle 70ts, the%/ wer e forced, through
unsuccessful bUSi ness ventures, {0 turn over their
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2Phoenix interests to the Prescott firm Of Wormser

and Werthelmer, who continued the busi ness at the
sanme | ocation forseveral years,

The ol d Barnett and Bl ock adobe building was
denol i shed when the Jefferson Hotel was erected on
that site. Al though once a fine and spacious
structure, it had t0 giveway before the march of
progresse

The partners noved to Tucson with their freight teans and

engaged in heuling goods from the end of the Southern Pacific rail-

road then under construction eastward across Arizona; the Prescott

Arizona Mner of Cctober 24, 1879, reported thats

Mr. Aaron Barnett Of the firm of Barnett and
Block, Maricope, forwardi ng and commission nerchants
and government contractors, north of the Gila, ar-
rived per Gilmer, Salisbury and Co's Stage this
morninge. Mr. B, comes to Prescott for the purpose
of attending to freight matters, preparatory to
visiting the Eastern 8tates.

He was listed in the 1880 Census as a forwarding agent, age 38;

Barnett and Bl ock kept in advance of the construction of the railroad

Wi th their freighting outfits until Benson was reached in 1881 where

they located a store which was |ater noved to Fairbanks.

An epidemic of yellow fever occured on the west Coast of Mexico

In the summer of 1883 causing nore than 800 deaths in Mazatlan, nore

t han 200 in Guagmas and about 100 i n Hermosillo; Barnett Was stricken

with the fever and the Prescott Courier of Septenber 29 stated that

he dled i n Hermosillo on Septenber 20, 1883; the following death

notice was printed in the Tucson _Citizen of Septenber 29, 1883:

Barnett - In Gupymas, Mexico, Septenber 20,
1883, of the prevailing epidemc fever, A. Barnett,
formerly of Tucsons
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