A century ago the Pimas were often at war with the Apaches t0 tue
east and the Yumss and Mohaves t0 the west.  Sotoyea, Chi ef of the Pimas,
had di stinguished hinself ia numerous battles and attended with unusual
good fortune in every engagement he was considered quite invul nerable
by his tribesmen and by his enem es as well, 4s the head of Pimas and
Papagoes Ne once saved Tucson from an Apache attack tmat threatened its
total amnihilation, I N a hard fought battle with the 4paches near the
newy constructed diversion dam on the Gila, Sotoyea received his first
bul | et wound which proved his 1last as well, The jpaches ONn learning that
the Pima Chief was shot, turned his horses to the east and bveat a hasty
retreat. Sotoyea Was cremated on t te field Of bvattle and hi S warriers
returned to their villages NOW kmomn as Casa Blanca,

The good chiefhad no son to take the |eadership and after the custom
ary disposition of his cattle, horses, camp and ot her belengings, hi S worthy
lieut enant, Cula Agule, Was chosen 1leader., The cust omary cerenonial snoke
with the sub-chiefs confirmed the selection, The new chief grew in favor as
new problems arose, Surrounded with enemes of his race and with white soldiers
and emgrants passing up and down the @ila at all seasons of the year, diplo-
nmacy as well as bravery was a requisite for 1eadeT gnip,

Wtness and party to the selection of Cula Agule for chief was a son

Where the fate r went the son accompanied, \Wat the father did the son sup-
ported, They fought t he yumas and Monaves, depleting the eneny and strength-
eni ng tmeirunion Wi th the Maricopas. To the white soldiers or emgrants

t hey gave food, | 0dgi ng or escort, as conditions required, A s Cula Azule
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bowed t0 ol d age, tribal |eadership was sssumed by the well ¢ rained son,
Ant onio,

During the Mexican wat the Pimas were neutral, General Kearney in
the early fall of 1846 passed down the 6ila and his chronicles speak In
hi gh praises of the Pimas and of their good leader. |n December, 1846,
Col onel Cooke, With a Mornon Battallion of about three hundred fifty
men readhed the Pimas desert follow ng the EKearney Brigade, On the
eightee nth day they canped on the Gila where the Pimas, advi sed of their
com ng through General Kearney, supplied the hungry battalion Wi th corn,
beans and flour, A few Arnmy mules, | ndian goods, and letters left by
t he Keerney expedition were delivered to Col onel Cooke, TheMexican gar-
risen at Tucsen | earned of tue mlitary cache Wth te Pimas and contrived
to take ¢ nules and letters but the decisive word and pronpt action of
Ant onio Agule Short-circuited their plans and their ent husi asm waned.
Li ke all | eaders of record, Azule cherished an ideal for which he was always
servant, Ho wanted peace with the white race with the firm conviction that
it promised the betterment of his people, In support of this ideal he often
took chances of making hinmself unpopular with his own people, H S exper-
ience and environnent gave hi m background for good judgnent and once on the
trail he never lost it, nor permitteda hi s people in the majority to do so.
Col onel Cooke and nis battalion appreciated the reception and relief
extended to them by Asule and his people, Five days were spent with these
desert people and their hospitality did not weaken with their dimnishing
st ores,  On December twenty-third march was resumed and at the home of
intonio gzale Where a season before Keerney had spoken, Col onel C ooke, in
the presence of his bvattalion and a tost Of |ndians, pronounced the Pimas
as the happiest and nost prosperous of the many trives he had seea, and
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predicted tneir happiness and prosperity as continuous with their adherence

tothe principles of industry, honesty and cieerfulness which they mani-

f est ed,  Their | Ove of peace, ne Said could be but half insurance for
their safety~ the other half 1ay in tneir preparation and united front
in resisting ageression, Wth best wishes fOr this homeloving peopl e at
this Gatehead Of Pimaland, and confirmng their mtual faith and confie
dence, Coionel Cooke extended three ewes and |ambs to the chief as the one
practical donation he could give to a worthy people,

Ten years later, 1857, Antoni 0 Asule, at forty, headed the united forces
of Pimas and Maricopas in a decisive battle agai nst tie Yumas and Mohaves at
Maricopa Wells, i N which it IS said mt three of two hundred warriors es
caped t0 tell the story Of the battle, Not a few | Nndi ans among the victérs
and vanqui shed attribute the out come to the f avoritism Of Montesums, t hrough
Nat ure ‘s profile of him SO near, whose Silent tongue, Cl 0sed eye, and deaf
ear could no longer permt tribal antipathies that cost nmany 1ives, Just what
part the clear cutgigantic profile seen against toe agure sky had on the war~
ring hordes, i S con ject ional, but this much we know = gntomio Asule, the vie-
t orious tribes, and uni on with the Maricopas, Was again syrengtheneds

Tribal di sputes were greater problens with Asule than war with the enemy,
Di ssection between t WO brothers, at One time threqt ened tribal di esolut ion.

As master of the situation the wise |eader slipped between the contending
brothers end said "Men of the same bl ood mst not bring disgrace upon them-
selves and their trive, Better die defeated at the hands of the Apache tran
take t he 1ife of a brother tribesman, "

The fpaches continued their depredations and t be Pimas, the settlers, and
emigrant s Were victims t 0 daily atrocities, Civil War in the East was hardly

refl ected in Arizona, save in general uneasiness, high prices and depl et ed
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stores, i NCreasing idleness and greater frequency of reids of tne Apaches
and the Mextean desperados as well,

Wien aman in his early twenties, JOhNn D, Walker Crossed the Arizona
desert, neeting the Pimas and observing their stores of corn, beans and
wheat in bis course, Later, aS a wagonmaster in the Fifth Regiment of the
California Infantry, he returned to the Pima Villages for their surplus grain
which was invaluable relief end support to the California Volunteers on the
border, After his discharge Walker returned to the Gila Valley and in1866
as Captain, enlisted end organi zed a company of Pima Indians Wi th Antonio
Azule as his first lieutenant, Under date of April fifth,1966, report was
made of an engagement with the apaczes, in which two hundred sixty vol unteer
Plmas and forty enlisted men of Conpany B., First Infantry, Arizona Volun-
teers, Kil|ed twenty-five Apaches, captured Si xteen prisoners and eight
horges, Burdened |egislators and conflicting |egislation defeated support of
the Arizona Folunteers and the conpany was soon abandoned with little thanks
and | ess pay, | eaving Arizona again unprotected frém Indians and Mexicans.

Welker Was a friend to the Pimas, Repeated canpfire stories to this
day vouch for his common semse, patriotism and generosity, Character iS con-
tageous and if \Walker contracted some tribal traits his assoclate Indians,
which included Antonio Azule, profited by the association,

In twe early eighties ¥en Apaches, Mohaves and Ot her sout hwestern | ndians
were yielding to ageneral movenent to revive customs, practices and delin-
quenci es which contact with civilization had forced taem to 4is continue, there
was a general uneasiness in the territory, The Apaches led in the novenent
and unfortunately thewere Pimas who woul d fol | Ow the xraze, ~ On One occasion
a number of Indians with painted faces appeared before agent \Wheel er and defied
nol estation in t-heir tribal rites, Tmroughem interpreter the Agent directed

the Indians to wash the peint fromtheir faces if they wanted a conference on
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any s je ct, Cent ending Indians who had guns attenpted to use them in fore-
ing their 1ssues, 4t that Antonio Azwle rose and, after three bows to the
sun in the beavens, Wi th hand to hishearthne said in a strong voice; 'God,
My Fat her, YOoUu alonecan preven t trouble, Please prevent it, * and to the
Indians he said "You do not good in this way. You know how Crow Head kill ed
the White Robes, how the soldiers trailed himand his people to t he Estrella
Mount ai ns, and how the defdated chief offered hi S 1life that his chil dren and
peopl e mght not starve, Quiet dom, USe reason, and tal k together or the
sol diers, will pour down on us |ike beans froma bvag," The energency had its
mast er and our records give too few of the many such instanceswhere di vergent
parties of the tribe yielded to his conmon sense arguments.

The usefulness Of sntonlo szule grew e ith his years and his influence was
not confined to Pimaland, His | ndi an name, "ER-VAH-AR-TOE-EA" interpreted
‘'Spreads out " is significant Of the character and influence of the chief, He
cons ist ently support ed the Government policles, asked for School s for his
people, Urged enlistment in indust rial pursuits and favored the trail of Jesus

for his tribe, He di ed Yetober 1st, 1309, exceeding four score and ten years

In age,



