JOHN WITHERSPOON ANDERSON

Rem ni scences of George A,Brown, Florence, Arizona,

John W Anderson was born in North Carolina, In 1848, when
gold was di scovered in California, he was in what was known as
the North wWeet « about Minn,) He heard of the di scovery in
the #all of the year and decided to pull for California as there
wascnothing to do where he was in the Winter, He could not go
t he Northern route in ¥inter so started over the Southernm route -
Texas, Mexico, San Bernardi n0o Ranch, Tucson and Yuma, The Indians
wer e troublesome, Hepassed between Florence and the Pima Villa/gea
| N June, 1850, and on t O San Diego, He went through the miding
distri. ts Of the whol e of California. But he couldnotfind a
place that suited him so did not stay, though everybody else
geemed to be gettins rich,

He went on to Oregon and Washington , served as | ndi an agent
for different warlike tribes and | ater was agent for t he Nez Perce
Indians in Idaho, themost Ci Vilized of all Indian trives, His
headquarters were at Lewiston, on the Snake river at the nouth
of Sweetwater, later he wett t O lontana but canme baeck and found
his way to Florence,arizona, i N 1869

The firat year in Florence he farmed t he Hill De Armitt
track Of 65 acres about one half Nl e egst Of Florence,After
t hat he worked for £.N.,Fish and Ce. as bookkeeper and was there
when | came in 1876,

That sane year he went to the Silver Kinz t0O take charge
of Charles Mason's business. He was i N chargewhen iason so0ld

to Barney in 1877 and was still incharge when ilason (i ed in1878.



Brown

He had stock in the mine himself,

Anderson was a lawyer and fason made him adm ni strator
of the estate., | remember right after iason's death in San
Francisco the family i ncl udi ng ¥rs.<ason*ssister wanted to
come home, ir, Anderson was with them and they cane on the
train as far as Yuma andfromthere took a private team tO
Florence, Anderson telegraphed ahead t O have t he house ready,
but the fanily reached home before the telegram, ( If you
wanted to send A messa~ein those days you had to wait for the
operator to send @ Man out to repair the line, though t hey
may have known for days that the 1ine was down - why repair

until it was needed.,)

Avout 1898 he went to San Diego for his health and
then to san Franci sco and the sandwich Ilslands, but returned

| at er and died | n Mlorence,



HOR SON, SOl W/ Thcr spoo

Gu ORAMGTE /
Born at t8ord, ’ County, North Carolina , Februery 10, 1926 .

Son of and

Never married.

Ceme to arizone 1850.

Neabder from Pima County, H. of R., 6th Territorial Legislature, 1871;
member from Pinel County, llth Territoriel Council, 1881; member from
Pinel County H., of R., 12th Loginlatu'rs%,;gain a nmember of the Council
from Pinal County, 14th L egislature 1887; member from Pinal County,
Arizona Constitutional Convention, 1891,

Died at Florence, Pinal County, A.T., May 13, 1898, aged 72,

Buried in Presbyterian section of 0ld cemetery between Adamsville and

Florence, Arizona,
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