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F896 Gregg, Thomas. H story of Hancock County, Illinois. Chicago,
HZ
G81h C. C. Chapman & Co., 1880.  pp. 637, 653-4.
"Warsaw was laid out in 1834 by John R. Wilcox, Mark Aldrich,
John Montague and John W. Vineyard; and, i n 1836, addition was

made t0 it by Mark Aldrich, John Nontague, L. Warren.. .

"Maric A. Aldrich was born in Warren county, New York, in 1801.
He was Of English descent, his ancestors emgrating to this country
prior to the Anerican Revolution. He received a thorough collegiate
education, and commenced the study of 1aw, which he subsequently
abandoned. I n 1829 he married Miss Margaret Wilkinson, of Calvert
county, Md., and renoved toSt. Louis, where he received an ap-
pointnent in the American Fur company. He |eft St. Louis June 19,
1829, on the steamboat Red Rover, and after a two weeks' trip,
| anded at the Point (now Keokuk, Iowa), on the 2d of July, and
t ook charge of the company's station at that place. In 1832 he
removed t 0 FOrt Edwards, and in 1833 entered the | and where War-
saw NOW stands, and built the second house that was erected out-

side the fort. In 1836 he was el ected to the Legislature, and in




11838 was re-elected t0 the same office. Two of his contenporaries
in that body in after yesrs inscribed their names in inperishable
characters on the roll of fame: Abraham Lincoln and the gifted
and | anmented Stephen A. Douglas. Mr. Al drich was a mean of great
enterprise, and took a |eading and active part in the early af-
fairs of Hancock county. In 1850 he renoved to California, and

a few years later went to Arizona. He was a nmenber of the Ariz-
ona Legislature for five years, and held other inportant offices
in the Territory. He died in Tuscon, Arizona, on the 224 of
October, 1874.

ngis wife, Margaret Wilkinson Aldriech, was born in St.

Genevieve, Missouri, i n 1812. Her father, Dr. Joseph Wilkinson,
a Surgeon in the United States Army, was at that time stationed
at Jefferson Barracks. Mrs. Aldrich's ancestors were anong the
earliest settlers of Calvert county, Maryland. Her great-grand-
father, Janes Wilkinson, second son of Sir Robert wilkinson, of

. Northumberland county, England, Came to this country in 1693.
Her grandfsther, General Joseph Wilkinson, and her uncle, CGeneral
Janes Wwilkinson, both served witix distinction through the War of

t he Revolution..."

According to the Executive Record,_1837-1843, v. 3, p. 178
(Arcives Division, Illinois State Library), Mark A drich was



conmi ssi oned Lieutenant Col onel of the 59th regiment of
l11inois militia, February 19, 1840. He evidently served

with the Hancock militia during the Mrnmon War in 1844, as he
was one of the men brought to trial for the nmurder of Joseph
and Hyrum Smith. Col onel Levi Williams was anot her of the
militia nmen brought to trisl for the sane offense. This was
evidently the connection inwhich Aldrich served with Williams.
While the trial of the nmen charged with the murder of the
Smiths was |ong drawn out, they Wwere all discharged in 1845,
(Governors! letter-books, 1840-1853; edited by E. B. Greene

& C. M. Thompson, Col [ ections of the Illinois State Hi stori cal
Library, v. 7, pp. xcviil-xcix; Daniels, W. M. A_correct

account of the nurder of Generals Joseph and Hyrum Smith...

Nauvoo, I1l., 1845, pp.7, 21.)
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ALDRICH, MARK A., born in Warrean County, NewYork, 1801; narri ed
(1) Margaret Wilkinson (1812-18 ) in Celvert County, Maryland, 1829;
children, Joseph Wilkinson, Mark 4, Jr., Willard gay, Agnes M,

(Mrs, Mitchell), agnes wWait (Mrs, ) and

Kat herine Orton (Mrs, )s (2) a common | aw narriage

with Teofla Leon, 1825-18 ), hi s housekeeper, i N Tucson; in his will

————'

he recogni sed her child, Paustina (who afterwards married

Thomas) as his daughter,

Received a collegiate education and studied lawy went to Ste
Loui s in 1829 where he was employed by the American RuarCompanysad
t ook charge Of its statien at The Point (now Keotuk, Lee County,Iowa)
in July of that year; Captain J, W. Campbell, Resident of the Lee
County O d Settlers sssociation said of him | N 1876

He vas a:small man in stature, stoop-shouldered, dark

conpl exi oned, black piercing eyes, brinful of wivaeity and
alwaysready t 0 participate in the anusements of t he daye

The Indians called him Petete~pAh~Fah-Xaw, meening ILittle
Black Sparrov,

Moved to Fort pdwards, Illinois, 1831; in 1833, he entered part
of the land on which the town of Warsaw, Hancock County, Illinois, was
laid out the fellowing year; served as the first Postnaster atthas
place from November 14, 1834 to August 1, 1839; elected as Representative
from Hancock county to the |I|]inoi S General pssembly, 10th and 11th
Sessions, 1836-1840, of which Abraham ILincoln and stephen A, Douglas
WEr € members,

commiesioned, Li eut enant ¢olonel, 59th Regi nent, Illinois

Militia, Yebruary 19, 1840; said to Bave participated in the somcal led
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Mormon \War in 1844 until the MIlitia was ordered disbanded by
Governor Thomas Ford i n June; he and ei ght others were indicted by
a @grand Jury on October 26, 1844, as members Oof a nNDb who murdered
Joseph and Hyrum Smith, by shooting them im the Hancock County Jail
at gaxrthageon June?27, 1844; after a protracted trial he and the
ot her defendants WEI € acquitted on May 30, 1845,

went to Cal ifornia ia 1850 and eame fromthere to Tucson late
in 1855, while the town was still garrisoned by Mexican soldiers,
and opened up a store in partnership with John Davis; with the dew
parture of Mexican treops on March 10, 1856,hewas selected by t he
Americans as Alcalde t 0 succeed Juan Elias,

Presided over a mass neeting in Tucson, August 29, 1856, which
memorislised Congress {0 organize Arizona as a Territory; appointed
by Governor L, S. Owings as Treasurer of the provisional Government
of the proposed Territory of Arisema, organised ata Convention
held in Tucson on April 2.5, 1860, of which he was a member; listed,
U.S. Censue, 1860, at Pucsom; occupati on - Merehants property val ued
at $52,000; el ected at a mass neeting in Mucson, August 26, 1860, as
Criminal Court Judge DUt resigned in dusgust on November 1, saying;

with the exception Of a fewcases for stealing (and the accused

were Mexicans) where public whipping was inflicted, not a single
conpl aint has everbeen made for the arrest and punishnent of
persons Who do not hesitate, for any of fense (either supposed or
real) to violate and set at defiance t he laws, by shooting at each
other in the streets and saloons, endangering the lives of other
citizens in their imrediate vicinity,

But yesterday a man was shot dead in the street, | n open day-

light, i n the presence Of a number of ecitiszens, and not a word

s said about arresting the persen who committed the deed, Or
seeing the laws enforceds
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If the tine has arrived when the |aw abiding pertien of the
community, ei ther through fearof glving of fense or for waat of
moral courage, fal|l to make the necessary conplaint for the
arrest and triel of those who commit a breach of the peace, |
think they have no use for Judge or Court,

Appoi nt ed Postmaster atmeson, Dons Ana County, Nex Mexico,
November 11, 1857, and served until the office ceased t0 be active
when the Overland Mail route was discontinued in 186l; remained im
rucson during ite occupation by Confederate troops from Februsry to
May, 1862; reappoi nted Postnaster when the office was reestablished
in prizona Territory on July 13,1865, and served until Hovember 1 of
that year when he was succeeded by Ds He Stickney,

Member from Pima County,1st Territorial Couneil at Prescott,
Septenber 26 to November 10,1864; | ocated land in the San Pedro valley
above the nouth ofArivaipa creek ON December 15, 1866, and joined with
ot her settlers in taking out an irrigation diteh; appoi nted by
Governor R, C, McCormick as Probate Judge of Pima County, May 14, 1866,
and served until Septenber 15, when he resigned; Menber from?Pima
County3d Territorial gouncil at Prescott, October 16 to Novenber 6,
1866 and was elected its Presidenmt; listed U,S, Census, 1870, at
Tuesen, Occupation - Retail Merchant, property valued at $15,000; again
elected from Pime County to the 7¢b Territorial Council atTueson,
January 6 to Fedbruary 14, 1873,

Died at Tucson, Pima County, A.T., September 21, 1873, aged 723
the followng is quoted from an obituary in the maesonCitizen:

He was the first American merchant in this town, t he first

Post mast er and the firstAlcalde,Of thelatter of fi ce he has
told us many amusi ng ineidents, There was no secure Jeil, and
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punishments were generally inflicted by whippingshe would there-
forc sentence the accused t 0 receive a certain mnumber Of lashes,
but instructed t he polies officer to only inflict half the

number and then inform the prisomer that om a certain day he

mast report for the balance of the punishment; but strange t O say
the prisoner never returned nor d4id he remain to commit more
crimes,

He di scharged all his public and private trusts with
fidelity and was possessed Of quick, cl ear judgement, A very
| ar ge number followed his renmins to the grave, The Masonie
Brot herhood took charge of his remeins amd buried himin
aceordance With t he ritesoftheOrder,
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