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ADAMS, SAMURL (Steanmboat Adems), bora in Beaver, Beaver County,
Fennsylvania, Octeber 30, 1838; son of Dr. Milo and Cynthia (Darragh)
Adana; his great grandfatsher was Captain Benjaxin ardams who served with
Massachusetss roops in She Revolutiocnary war and on his mother's side,
was a descendant of Joha HAart, s © iguer of the Declaration of Independense;
the following outline of his life was printed in the Aeaver Rvealng
gribuns ¢ t the tims of bis death on May 185, 1915;

3amuel Adams, aged 87, eldest member of the 3eaver County Har,
died at the Providence hospildal, Bsaver Falls, at an carly hour
shis morning.

My, AGams was educated at the old Beaver hpcalemy. He studied
lavw and practiced for a few yeurs iu Des Moinws, Iowa. On Juae 8,
1853, hs wan adnitsed to the Beaver County bar and after practicing
here for a short time he spont a uambar of years exploring the
Colerudo River, being sent unofficially Ly Secretary Stanton who
died before Mr. idans returned, and his slaim from ¥is government
wae nevey adjusted,

For a abort time he wus exployed in one of the Goverument
Departasnts at ashington, resigning o stunp the Ceunty for
Horage Greely iu 1873. He thwn engaged in the soal husiness iu
Somerset Qounty, Pa., and later devoted mush time to the invension
aad perfection of the Portadle 0Ll priller, ut owing t0 encrouchs
sent upon his patents he failed 30 reap any reward from his efferts.
Several years ago he hai a fall which has confined him to his room
evar singe,

-

Came 80 Arisoma 1in 1863 and was a$ Prescott vhen the Territerial
Consus was taken in April of tshe following year; gave his ocecupntion as
Lavyer, single, rasideant in the Territory 9 months, property valusd ¢ *
¢1,000; was & candidate for Delegate to Congress at the election held on
July 18, 1864, But reseived only 31 vetes; again ran for Congress and,
on September 5, 1886, accusulated 168 votes; his $hird attespt $o become
Delegate reduced that mumber %0 33 st the election hsld on loveaber 10,
1668, vhen a t0tal of 21080 voltes vere cast; another Arisens record of his
activities s the following Concurrent Resolution adopted By the 24
Territorial Legislature in Decenber, 1885,
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Eesolved by the Nouse of Repressntatives, (the couneil cencurring),
| Thal the Shanks of this Lsgislature are due and heredy tendered to Hon,
Saamel Adsms and Captain Thomas Trueworshy for Sheir uatirisg energy sad
indomitable enterprise as displayed by them in opening up the aavigatioa
of she Colorado River, the great natural sthoroughfare of Ariseona and
Utah Territories.

He went %0 Vashington, D.C. and on March 29, 1867, addressed a long
letter (0 E.H. Stanton, the Becretary of War, fromwhich She fellowing paris
are guoied;

1 take the liberty in this commaication %o sall your attention %0
a fow facks in reference to the great commercial imporiance of the
Celorade of the Vast as being tShe central route belween the Atlantic
snd Ppoific Oceans. In the individual and 4ifficult eaterprise of
dencastrating that it wes capable of being ascended with steaxers for
over 620 miles from the mouth, I have, in connection wish Captain
frusworthy, been angaged fo- ths last Sthree years. In the spriag of
1884, 1 descended the river 350 miles on a small raf$, everyvhere seeiag
the most unnistakable evidences that shis natuwral Shoroughfars had beea
much misreprenented by published reports, as well as by the exaggerated
statensnts of those vho professed 90 de familiar with the rapids, canoas,
Ac., of the same, 1 made my represeniations to Captain Truevorthy, of
San Franeisce, who oonsentsd 0 coms %0 the Colerado for the purpose of
relieving the mining commanity of $he imposition which was practiced
upon Shem, as well as upon the Covernmens, hy She only steam navigation
company on the river, which for over ten years had monopolised the
entire trade of the Colorsdo for 300 miles from she Gulf.

Ho

By She opening up of the Colerado Niver,, Government has already
saved ‘housands of dollars in the transportation of military stores,
and a fresh impetus is given to the resourges of Arisona,

Three years since two stesmers could do the trade; nov eight are
suployed, and unable %0 do the Wusiness,

Thirty-seven ships and ons ocean steamsr have gone to the mouth of
the river withia six moanths, while the trade of san yranciseo has
incrensed within the same time over one million and & balf,

Thess are Wut a fev of the resulds following the eanterprise of
navigating the Coloradoe,

Based upon his assertion that Secretary Stanton hod sushorized him to
undertake a farther exploratien Of She upper Celorado River on NHovember 1,
1869, he nade » lengihy repors t0 V.¥. Jelknap, the then Searetary Of war,
on the rescurees of the Colorado dasin andincluded a diary Of an expedition
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consisting of 11 men and 4 beats which lefy ‘reckinridge, Sumsit gounty,
Colorado, on July 12, 1868, and sndad on sugust 14 when the last of their
eguipment was loet in Oramd River; aeeking cumpesusption for what he had
dons he submitied a clalm o0 Congress for £20,000. on Harch 23, 1870, 4un_
wnxcﬁ;lnmna the expanse of m-)&n,m- and sxplorations and included
his own "serviees and axpeases for B years at $3,000. per aumum, 516,500,%

*he Committse on Claime of the House of Represeniatives recommended
that he be paid 53,750, and in a repors zmade on Hay 20, 1878, stuted;

That the olaimant for many years, datiag bdack %o 1864, hal been
engaged in exploring the Colorado Rivar end the region of country
adjacent thereto.

“>ohe importance of this river $0 navigation, and its adjacend
miaeral axd timber rescurces wsre such, in the estimation of the
Gecretary of wor, as $0 inducs him to direct the claimant to retura
to the Pasific coast of Celifornian to nccompany bosts to said river,
and asgend it on a tour of inspection and exploration,

among the more prominent resulis of thess explerations and
observations uny be mentioned the following: The discovery of a
nev, safe, and freab-watsy harbor, below ths mouth of the (olorade,
uamed victoria 3ay, now kunown as *Isabella Herbor®; demonstrating
the navigadility of the Colorado River to Callville, a distunce of
six undred and tweaty miles, a point far deyond where the United
States engineers reported the river susceptible of navigatsion, tims
stizulating the commerce of the river and ziving access % the rich
mines of ceal, copper, gold and silver lying beyond; establishing
the fousibility of a reilroad route for four mndred miles from
3alt Lake City to the head of navigation, and giving an uninterrupted
route to she Pecifiec Ocean wishout arossing the Slerra ilevada Heuntains;
the discovery of wvaluable timber suitable for varicus mechanical amd
domestic uses; the discovery of the greatest fall in the Colorado, the
extent of its valleys, and the location of f4s agricultural lands;
points of nmineral weslth and evidences of extinet and exiasting types
of advanced aivilizatsien,

fSenator Coekrsll of Missouri on January 11, 1877, for the senube
committee on Claims, submitted an adverse repert on the bill for his r-ucf,
which had passed the House of Representatives, stating thay vhatever

services he may have rendered were withous any authority of law; the repors
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contains his affidavis which in pars states that,

paring the ysar 1863, I was enguged ia mining operations st La
Fas, on the Colorado River, west asout 300 miles up from she moush,
and vhlle »0 engnged I acquired a consideradle knowledge eof $hat
region of the country and of its mineral resources, and thus became
awars of ths necessities of is, and the difficulties of developiag
such resources, One of these difficulties was the existensce of a
peverful eombination known as the Combination NHavigation Company, 1\
then monopolising the navigation and trade of the Qolorado River
from its mouth ap to rort Yuma, a distance of 140 miles, and to la
Fas, a dietance of 300 miles,

karly in 1864, as had been the cuse for ten years before, thie
sompany held the monspoly of trsasperting ¢ “OS** and supplies for
our Army Up that river to ror$ Yuma and YFort Nohave, and stores and
supplies, tools and implesents, for some $wenty-five Mundred miners
sagaged immediately upon the river,

1, tharafore, bsgan %0 cast abou$ for a remedy, and early in
1864, I went %0 San Francisco, where, after a time, I sucseedsd in
inaucing Capt. T.E. fruewerthy to tcke his stesmboat Rameralda and
eight schoonars arcund te the mouth of the Colorado, and eommenced
navigating 1%, with the view of exploring it more thoroughly and wp
to the higher points. (aptain Trusvershy was the principal owner,ef
the boas, which had been engnged in $he navigation of the sacramente
River, Flids obfess was %o uild up a business for himsel? ant
parsners whers there was a large field for operation, and where
proefisa weuld de probadly very gread, vhile my immediate object was te
offedt.she exploration of the river, and raise the blockade by whieh
this menstrous momopely held ths miaing interess, but an ulterier od-
Jeet 1 had in viev was the odtaining of aid of the General (overumeat
and she employment of xyself in making sxplorations of the river, evea
%0 its headwaters, balleving that I would find vast mineral wealth, as
well as fersile lands enough for the populatioa of several large
states, We, thearefore, agreed to cooperste togethsy, and that while
he soughd so earn freight and build up a trade on the Colorade, I
should mace my surveys and soundings, and assist him in protecting hie
boat and ourselves from the hostile measures and sachinations of the

gZxreat monopoly.
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