The Multigenre Paper

Tom Romano

Department of Teacher Education

McGuffey Hall

Miami University

Oxford, OH  45056

romanots@muohio.edu
513-523-3871

MULTIGENRE RESEARCH PAPER

EDT 427

FALL 2001

This is a chance to pursue a passion you have in Integrated Language Arts.  Or you might research and write about an area in ILA that you simply want to know more about.  One former student, for example, didn’t know anything about teaching ESL students, but knew she wanted to teach in NYC, so she researched ESL.  Research extensively and then communicate your learning through a multigenre research project, where you meld the factual, emotional, and imaginative.  Use anything available to you for creation, discovery, and communication.  Try the untried.  Be expansive.  Your multigenre research paper is due at our exam time. 

Required Research Sources Of Your Inquiry:
· Articles from professional journals or book chapters:  at least 10 sources that you cite in the Bibliography and directly use in the paper.  

· Internet sources

· Primary material:  interviews, testimony, observations

The Internet contains the good, the bad, and the ugly.  It is democratic, but there is no screening for quality as there is in journals and books.  So gauge the quality of what you find in cyberspace. I definitely don't want you to simply paste material from the Internet into your paper.  I want to see an original mgp from you, one grounded in a thorough research understanding of your topic.  I want to see you expand your learning and content knowledge about some subject; I want to see you stretch and refine your writing skills and powers of communication.  I want to read your paper and be informed, but even more, I want to be moved.

Think of Amy Wilson’s “Finding Strength in Our Differences” in Blending Genre, Altering Style.  Amy had experienced going to a high school with a multicultural population, but as her Note Page explains, many of the pieces that she produced and the language that she used came out of the articles and book chapters she read during her research.

Genres or pieces your multigenre project must contain:
· Brief informational essay, 250-350 words.  Make this vivid, informational, straight-ahead writing.  Boil your topic down to essentials. 

· Preface/Introduction

· Prose Poem/Flash Fiction/Sudden Fiction

· Poetry in contemporary free verse style

· A visual element

· Bibliography

· Note Page

· Unifying elements (repetend, repeated images, genres answered, fragmented narrative, a detail mentioned on one crot exploded and illustrated in a longer piece)

You must include in your paper all eight bulleted items. But you’ll need to write more genres than these if you want to create a fully realized mgp.  Wherever else you go in the writing is up to you.  You range as far and as wide as you want. You go for this.

One tip:  begin your research soon, make it part of your academic life, take notes and gather bibliographic information.  Immerse yourselves in your topic so the writing comes easy.

Requiring students to write a “Research Design” has been helpful for my students and me in teaching and writing multigenre research papers. Creating a Research Design forces students to think about their topics in a concentrated way. They talk with others about their ideas. They do preliminary thinking with words on paper. Because of the writing, students come to think things they probably would not have if they just mused about their topic. I also want to get students to the library early in their research so they what kind of information is out there. I can also suggest sources to them.
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This assignment must be typed. It can be single-spaced.  Make the margins spacious enough so that I can write comments in them.

The multigenre research paper is worth 20% of your course grade.  This portion of the assignment (The Research Design) is worth 1/4 of that 20%.

Multigenre Research Design
1)
What is your topic?


2)
Describe what you know about your topic.

3)
Tell what you want to learn about.

4)
Describe the origins of your research.  What sparked your interest in the topic?  Why do you want to know more about it?

5)
List at least a dozen questions you have about your topic.

6)
Describe your plan for collecting information about your topic.

7)
Provide a preliminary bibliography 

Laura Strandberg, EDT 427 Sec. A, October 25, 2001, Multigenre Research Design

My multi-genre research paper topic

My topic for the multi-genre research paper is motivation in reading.  I want to explore why students so often do not read the materials teacher assign for them to read, what factors influence students who do read verses students who don’t read, and what a teacher can do to motivate students to read.  

What I already know

I do not know very much about this topic, but I do have some knowledge from personal experience.  I know that I am unmotivated to read when I feel I have no purpose for reading, when I do not think that I will gain anything from the text, when I will not be held accountable for the material, when I am bored or uninterested in the topic of the text, and when I am overtired or extremely busy.  I imagine most of these, as well as many other factors, influence all readers at some point.  I also know some of the factors that influence students who do the assigned reading, because I am one such student.  Some of these factors are self-motivation and discipline, a desire not to disappoint teachers, a high level of interest in the topic of the text, and a positive attitude towards reading.

Besides what I know from personal experience, I have gained some knowledge of the topic of motivation in reading through my education at Miami University and through research I have done previously.  I know that some of the key elements of motivating students under any circumstances are getting students attention, giving them a purpose for completing the assigned task, and making the topic relevant and applicable to the students’ lives.  I also know of a few strategies that teachers can use to try to motivate students.  These include reading portions of a high-interest text aloud, providing reading incentives, setting goals, and letting students select reading materials that they are excited about.

What I want to learn

There are several key areas involved with motivation in reading that I want to learn more about.  First, I would like to learn about characteristics of students who are unmotivated to read.  I want to know if there are common characteristics among unmotivated students that either contribute to or indicate apathy towards reading.  I think that students’ abilities to comprehend texts probably highly influence their motivation to read.  I would like to find out more about this connection.  I would also like to learn about some of the ways that students are able to get by without reading assigned texts.  I am interested in finding out how to eliminate this problem in the classroom and get students not only to do the assigned reading, but also get excited about reading.  I want my future students to think of reading as something they enjoy and something from which they can gain valuable insights and knowledge.  I want to find out how to motivate students to read, so that they will become successful lifelong readers, and hopefully come to this conclusion.

The origins of my research

There is not one incident or experience that sparked my interest in this topic.  I have been interested in the role of motivation in achievement in any domain, since I first started competing in swimming.  Motivation always was a very prominent topic in all of the sports I participated in throughout my grade school and high school experience.  Since this topic was introduced to me, I have been interested in how motivation works, where it comes from, and how it can be fostered.  I have always been a very motivated person, but even in myself, I often wonder where my motivation comes from.  I have also observed many of my peers throughout my schooling, in high school especially, who have expressed a lack of motivation.  I remember feeling that I was unusual for completing all of the reading assignments, because most of my friends and many of my peers acted as if it were absurd to think that they would actually read the assigned novels or texts.   I wonder why people are unmotivated.  The problem of students lacking motivation has always been a concern of mine when I think about teaching.  This was the first thing that came to mind when I started to think about a research topic for my multi-genre paper.

Some questions I have about motivation in reading

1. Where does motivation come from?

2. Can all students be motivated to read, and enjoy reading?

3. What factors or student characteristics influence motivation?

4. What are some motivational strategies for getting students to read?

5. Are there wrong ways to motivate students to read and what are they?

6. How is reading comprehension ability related to motivation?

7. How can a teacher turn a student into a life-long reader?

8. How can a teacher get students to take responsibility for motivating themselves?

9. How can motivational factors be incorporated into everyday lessons in the classroom?

10. How can a teacher get unmotivated students to think of reading as fun?

11. What are characteristics of teachers who are successful at motivating their students to read?

12. How do students get away with not reading assigned texts and still get average to good grades?

13. How can teachers prevent students from getting away with not reading?

My research plan

My plan for collecting information about my topic is to start by researching motivation and reading in magazines, journals, and books.  I think that reading through a lot of different material in the beginning will give me more ideas about how I want to focus the rest of my research.  I think that most of my research will be from written sources, but I also want to conduct interviews during my field experience to get personal perspectives from students and teachers.  During my research I will keep a notebook with facts that I collect, ideas for genres, individual perspectives, ideas for characters, and any other pieces of information that I come across and think might be useful.
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RUBRIC FOR MG PAPERS (EDT 427, FALL SEMESTER)

This is a rubric I developed for the fall 2001 semester in my English Methods classes (EDT 427). It comes out of what we had emphasized in producing and teaching writing. More than helping me grade the multigenre papers, the rubric is of most use to the students in writing their papers.

· Go for the Jugular/Speak the Rude Truth

Honesty, veracity, pull no punches

· Structure (50%)


Foreword/Preface/Introduction (10)


Note page (10)


Strong, grounded first genre (10)


Multitude of genres evident in paper (10)


No unnecessary pieces (5)


Formatting (5--All or nothing)



Original title



Pages numbered



Distinct separation of genres



12 point, readable font(s)

· Quality of Content (30%)

Absorbing reading (20)


Unity/cohesion evident (10)

· Vividness/energy of writing (20%)

Tight, sharp language (eschew wordiness)


Strong verbs


Strong beginnings to pieces


Strong endings to pieces

Appropriate punctuation 
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Multigenre Novels:

· AVI.  1991.  Nothing But The Truth.  New York:  Avon.

Appropriate for junior high school and above.  We see what happens when a school incident is blown out of proportion and different points of view act upon half-truths and misinformation.  Written in memos, letters, diary entries, conversations, speeches, newspaper items . . . 

· Draper, Sharon.  1994.  Tears of a Tiger.  New York:  Atheneum.

Appropriate for junior high and above.  Novel about urban African American teenagers coping with the ramifications of drunken driving.  Accessible and readable.  Draper, 1997 National Teacher of the Year, is a veteran teacher in Cincinnati Public Schools.  The story unfolds through letters, dialog, newspaper accounts, poems, student homework assignments, even a five-paragraph essay.

· Klise, Kate.   Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks 

Appropriate for students 9 to 12 years old.  From on-line:  "In letters, postcards, telegrams, memos, newspaper clippings, and handwritten notes, Regarding the Fountain tells the story of a school's attempt to replace an old water-fountain and the discovery of a thirty-year-old mystery in the process."  Great reviews from kids and adults.

· Myers, Walter Dean. 1999. Monster. NY: HarperCollins.


Primarily in the genre of a screenplay, the story unfolds of a robbery turned into murder involving African American youth.  Amid the screenplay is dialog, camera directions, narrative description.  Also journal entries, drawings, photos.

· Ondaatje, Michael.  1984.  The Collected Works of Billy the Kid.  New York:  Penguin.  Original edition, Toronto:  House of Anansi, 1970.

Violence and brief explicit sexual passages make this book appropriate for mature high school students and adults. A complex and compelling book that is all the more rewarding if contrasted with factual accounts of the life of Billy the Kid.  Readers see how Ondaatje takes historical material and writes about it imaginatively.

· Yolen, Jane, and Coville, Bruce.  1998.  Armageddon Summer.  New York:  Harcourt Brace.

Appropriate for junior high and above.  Compelling, sometimes humorous story of two teenagers who follow their single parents to a mountaintop because their religious leader claims the world will end July 27, 2000.  Fanaticism, responsibility, love, empathy, faith, courage, loyalty, family.  Includes sermons, FBI files, camp schedules, email, radio transcripts, and narration with alternating points of view.

· Strasser, Todd. 2000. Give a Boy a Gun. New York: Simon and Schuster Books For Young Readers.

A novel with no single narrator, but told instead through the voices of students, administrators, teachers, parents, citizens who were in a community in which two boys who are bullied take up arms and make bombs to assault the school community.  At the bottom of most pages Strasser deepens the issues by including facts and quotations   about guns and violence in America. Strasser also enters the text himself with a Postscript and Final Thoughts about the issue of guns and violence.

· Wittlinger, Ellen. 1999. Hard Love. New York: Aladdin Paperbacks.

