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Arizona State University is in a period of rapid growth that is being carefully planned for each of its four campuses.  The model 
being used is “One University in Many Places.” 

ASU is leading an effort both to reconceptualize the nation’s youngest major research university and to establish a new 
paradigm for public higher education through the creation of a prototype solution-focused institution that combines the 
highest levels of academic excellence, maximum societal impact, and inclusiveness to a broad demographic.  The “New 
American University” now emerging is a comprehensive knowledge enterprise committed to discovery, creativity, and 
innovation.  

Although a single and unified institution, our strategy is to operate from four differentiated campuses of equally high 
aspiration, with each campus representing a planned clustering of related colleges and schools (“One University in Many 
Places”).  A federation of strong entrepreneurial colleges, schools, departments, and interdisciplinary institutes and centers 
(“school-centrism”) are increasing academic excellence, fostering creativity, and maximizing the real-world impact of the 
problem-focused research university of the future.




