Public Safety Advisory Committee
Minutes for 5-15-07

Recorded by Maureen Sander-Staudt

In attendance:  Larry Carlson, Russ Flaherty, Lucia Wilson, Steffany Knirsch, Thomas Richard, Maureen Sander-Staudt

Committee member Christina Gonzales will be leaving ASU on June 8th, and Lucia Wilson is her substitute for today’s meeting.

Old Business

1.  Minutes from the previous March meeting were approved by a quorum with changes noted.

2.  Emergency Response Guide (flipchart):  Updates to the emergency response guide have been made and it is close to being published.  In response to the shootings at Virginia Technical Institute, an emergency web-site is being developed that will be specific to each campus.  Environmental Health and Safety is reviewing and publishing these changes.

3.  Neighborhood Parking Update—Dan Macias/Jim Sayre.  Jim Sayre reports concerns that higher parking rates will lead to more parking in adjacent neighborhoods, potentially increasing incidents like the previous assault on jaywalkers.  One way to reduce increased neighborhood parking and jaywalking might be to post signs that limit street parking.  After contacting the city of Phoenix after the last parking rate increase with neighborhood complaints, he was directed to the Neighborhood Development Committee.  The representative of this committee reported that restrictions on street parking would also limit residential parking, and that restrictions would require 100% approval from all residents.  There have been 5 complaint calls over the past eighteen months, three very recently.  One complaint concerned a student parking in residential driveway.  Phoenix Police Department (PPD) removed this car as it was parked on private property.  Steffany Knirsch reports for Dan Macias in absentia that the jaywalking incident has been discussed with PPD, with the aim of heightening jaywalking enforcement.  PPD has offered to provide general education and warnings, as well as citations, or both, and is willing to work with the committee.  Dan Macias asks PSAC what types of enforcement should be recommended.  After some discussion it is suggested that PPD issues warnings for two weeks at the beginning of the fall 2007 semester at peak traffic times, namely, 7-8:15 am and 6-7 pm.  It is recommended that citations are issued after a warning, on a second offense.  Education about jaywalking should be performed by police officers on the spot, as well as through flyers available at the bookstore, parking offices, and other campus locations.  S. Knirsch agrees to pass these recommendations to D. Macias, who will possibly draft said flyer. 
4.  Safety Escort Program:  PSAC anticipates that with more outlying parking, there will be greater need for student safety escort services.  Dan Macias requests an estimate of the number of escort requests from the 2006-2007 year.  Rather than staff the program with student volunteers as suggested at the prior meeting, the Dean of Student Affairs, Luoluo Hong suggests funding for ASU PD to hire student workers to expand the Student Safety Escort Program on West campus.  In addition to better assuring continuity and timeliness of service, student workers can be more adequately screened.  Because escort requests are made to ASU PD, background checks and training of student workers will be required.  It is noted that this program and its development will continue to be discussed on higher levels, and PSAC will await the results of these proceedings.
New Business
1.  PSAC Website:  The PSAC website is up and running.  In the future minutes will be posted to it at http://www.asu.edu/dps/pts/psac/
2.  Safety Forum Update:  Last year, a Safety Forum was proposed in response to the Miles Link report and the Lauren Wade incident.  This request entailed that every PSAC would organize an annual safety town forum with the cooperation of local police departments.  In response to the VA Tech shootings an emergency Safety Forum was organized on West campus by the Provost’s office, in co-operation with Dan Macias, with about 20 attendees.  This forum offered suggestions for crime prevention, and resources for employees and students dealing with troubled students.  There was a further report of an unusual person in Fletcher Library.  The forum was productive, if under attended, and next year PSAC will be more involved.  Although other campuses have their safety forum in the spring, it is proposed that the west campus forum for 2007-2008 be held in the fall, as days are shortening and yearly police reports on crime statistics are available at this time.  It is concluded that options for this event will be discussed next year, but that a target date and reserved space should be scheduled for around late September, and not over holidays or finals week.
3.  Fire Safety Day:  In the fall Jim Gibbs will be identifying one full day for fire safety, probably in September.  He will be setting up fire trucks, display tables, and giving practice demonstrations.  It is suggested that this could be combined with the safety forum by putting up a PSAC table and booth from morning to mid-afternoon.  Once the date is set it will be determined whether both events could be held the same week.
4.  Safety Seminars:  Dan Macias and Stewart Adams will be hosting crime prevention forums and PSAC can have occasional safety seminars.  Proposed and past topics:  self-defense, identity theft, MySpace safety sessions for staff, and workplace assessment for fire safety.  It is suggested that initial or refresher workplace fire assessment and training be reactivated with help from Student Affairs.  Chris Esperti  is working on emergency planning templates.
5.  Parking in Park Property:  In order to avoid paying parking fees there might be increased parking in this area next semester.  It is uncertain that there will be motorist assistance offered given that the park is maintained by the city of Phoenix.  Currently, no decals are required for parking.  There are two blue emergency lights located in the park parking lot, which may lead students to think that it maintained by ASU.  The city has promised to post signage to this effect.  Nancy Skinner, the recreation supervisor, will be contacted about signage, and to enforce loitering.  Updates to follow.
6.  New Business:  A) Lucia Wilson noted that there were concerns about the lack of phone service in CLCC basement teaching labs.  It was suggested that departments and colleges can request such a phone, but that phones have been placed in the hall in order to avoid ringing during class time.  B) Resident Hall Advisors in Las Casas surveyed students about safety issues, with 86 responding.  Some students voiced concerns that lighting near DPS is dim.  Some issues have been addressed, such as trimming vegetation, but other suggestions include posting cameras and gates, but these are unlikely in the near future.  Self-defense courses could be again offered, and Resident Hall groups could offer seminars on resident hall safety, and preferred walkways for students.  C)  It is suggested that fire drills be implemented for staff and in resident halls, as they currently are in the daycare.  There was one no notice drill in Las Casas, but these are required on a quarterly basis in Tempe, and the same schedule should be implemented here.  Stan Bollek is identified as the contact person, and it is suggested that RAs accompany inspections.  D) In response to the question of whether there are plans to create campus and/or university-wide emergency response communication systems prompted by the communication problems evident during the VA Tech shootings, it is noted that an emergency website for classrooms and parents is being developed.  PSAC-west will be kept informed of its progress.

7.  Next meeting date:  September 18, 2007.  PSAC may ask for Jim Sayre to be a full time member for parking issues.
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