Public Safety Advisory Committee—West Campus
Meeting Minutes Dec. 18, 2007 2-3:30 pm

Recorded by Maureen Sander-Staudt

In attendance:  Larry Carlson, Russ Flaherty, Steffany Knirsch, Dan Macias, Thomas Richard, and Maureen Sander-Staudt

1.  Minutes are approved with changes noted:  “soccer field” should read “park”.
2.  Chair Elect:  Motion to elect a new chair is tabled due to a lack of volunteers.

3.  Campus Safety Walk:  There was a large representation this year, perhaps the largest ever.  The map route is recorded, and no changes were recommended.  Vegetation and lighting was found to be better, and more lights on the side of the basketball courts have already been installed. Lighting is noted as very good.   Uneven stones between Sands and CLCC have been leveled.  Sidewalk and ground material has been added between the stones and the ground.
4.  Spring Crime Prevention Seminar:  Noting poor attendance last time both here and at Tempe, the committee has recommended that the date for this forum be moved up sooner in the academic year.  There needs to be a drastic change in format.  Steffany Knirsch agrees to consult with chairs from other PSAC committees, and Thomas Richard observes that traditional forums are unlikely to draw in participants.  It is suggested that the committee contact students and staff directly, as well as Kim Novak and Phyllis Samuelson (3-7707).  Eventually plans will be uniform for each department, starting first with the downtown and East campuses, and then West campus.  Dan Macias suggests contacting Stewart Adams, and scaling back meetings for students.  The committee might develop specific presentations for student populations, such as the Senate, dorms, ASU 101.  Newspapers and HR could be used to spread word about the forum.  Other campuses are no longer doing large forums.  At the meeting with Paul Ward in January the committee will inquire as to whether it is mandated to do a large forum.  The report in response to the VA Tech shooting could address this and the role of PSAC.  This report and forum should address not just students, but also staff, and the occupants of all spaces on campus.

5.  The Emergency link System—is located on the bottom the community home page.  

6.  Emergency evacuation plans training is failing because of non-attendance.  There is a lack of identified supervisors who are responsible for this training.  Can PSAC provide a breakdown of colleges by building?  One suggestion for promoting the Crime Prevention Seminar and evacuation training is to bring it to faculty assemblies, a noontime meeting for classified staff (and everyone).  Maureen Sander-Staudt agrees to bring it to the attention of the faculty senate.  The date 2-26 is suggested for self-defense training in La Sala.  Dan Macias suggests that we wait to see whether there must be a large session or whether there could be breakout sessions to give demonstrations.  The committee selects Tues. 2-26 to reserve space for the Crime Prevention Seminar, and to start promoting the event in Feb. to all.  The event will be designed to review crime prevention and safety in the workplace.  It is speculated that there would be greater attendance if classified staff is included.  Providing food is recommended.  S. Knirsch will keep the committee informed about what parts of the traditional forum will be maintained.  It is suggested that it be advertised on the campus homepage, and that announcements be sent via an all campus e-mail.
7.  Campus safety and recent incidents:  Dan Macias reports a continuance of vehicle thefts and troubled students, and indeed, more than usual in the last two months.  It is speculated that the reason why the same kinds of vehicles are being targeted is that there may be a common ring operating.  Most thefts occur on the South lot, mainly lot 2, but a few have occurred in lot 20.  The target vehicles are generally Saturns and Hondas, pre-1999 models, during the day.  In response to the question of whether there are any steps that vehicle owners can take, it is recommended that this be a topic included in the Crime Prevention Seminar. Sometimes valuables were in sight.  Some vehicles had alarms, but they failed to attract attention.  Responding to troubled students has been done in consultation with Judicial Affairs and counseling services.  Some instructors have reported not knowing what to do in response to troubled students.  The committee recommends that information on how to respond to troubled or disruptive students be shared with SACC, and Lucia Wilson who is chair.  Additionally, off campus parking remains a problem, and has been brought up at local council meetings.  More neighborhoods have succeeded in putting up no parking signs, but this has resulted in students simply parking further into adjoining neighborhoods.  The signs have also affected residents in that visitors are unable to park on the street.  There is a park and ride on 51st and Thunderbird, near ACE hardware, that perhaps could take in some of these vehicles if students were aware of its existence.  
8.  Next meeting is scheduled for 2-19.
