Public Safety Advisory Committee 

Meeting Minutes Oct. 16, 2007, 2-3:30pm.
Recorded by Maureen Sander-Staudt

In attendance:  Larry Carlson, America Perez, Russ Flaherty, Steffany Knirsch, Thomas Richard, Maureen Sander-Staudt, Leetta Overmyer.

1.  Emergency Preparedness Website:

A.  Leetta Overmyer went over the Emergency Preparedness Website homepage and subpages with the committee.  She noted that the materials were collected from a variety of sources, and that a new service of emergency notification from Verizon was available to all university students and staff.  This web-site will always be current.  One page was the Environmental Health and Safety site that has a link for evacuations, classroom procedures and guidelines, and class schedules.  Jim Gibbs, the environmental fire marshal, is improving emergency evacuation planning on all campuses and departments.  It is recommended that each department have their own plan, and that committee members inform those whom they represent of this initiative.  Other pages include Central University Operations Center ( a secured site), FEMA, EOP Plan Summaries, Counseling Services, Safety Resources and Escort Service, Crime statistics, PSAC, campus Environment Team, Employee Assistance Offices (which offers emergency travel assistance, student counseling, student affairs policies and procedures, protocol for dealing with disruptive students, etc.), Safety Class Schedules, and Campus Safety FAQs.  She informed the committee that the web-page is supporting and amenable to changes and improvement.  

B.  A Text Messaging Alert System from Verizon is available on the main home page, at no charge for Verizon customers, and a low fee (15c) for non-Verizon customers, only if a message is received due to an emergency alert.  A contract with AT&T is in progress.  In addition to text alerts, e-mails and door-to-door communication will be employed.  There is consideration of using highway notification boards to inform commuters of emergencies at ASU, and in the case of an emergency the ASU homepage would become an emergency communication mechanism, allowing anonymous e-mail for questions.  After discussion it was noted that we need to get the emergency link and other campus links on the ASU-west homepage.  There was question about the different phone numbers listed for emergency (3-3456; 480-965-3456), and it was answered that they both go to the same switchboard.   


C. Fire drills--It was noted that these are performed quarterly in residence halls.

In response to questions about whether fire drills will be conducted in academic buildings it was noted that these must be coordinated so as not to disrupt classes.  It is suggested that faculty review emergency preparedness and evacuation plans on the first day of classes.  A false alarm occurred in Sands in Sept., and the evacuations was reported to be chaotic and congested on the main stairwell.  The committee recommends more specific evacuation plans for each building, as well as identification of parties responsible for such plans, perhaps building managers.
2.  Minutes were reviewed and approved with changes.  

3.  Neighborhood Parking Update:  

A.  Dan Macias reported a small crime wave on campus, including two stolen cars and one attempted vehicle theft, in response to which patrol patterns have been changed.  A rumor that a naked man has appeared on campus ten times this semester is false, but stem from an incident 4-5 years ago.  Reports of troubled students have increased this semester, although it is uncertain whether this reflects an increase in the number of troubled students, or heightened awareness from the VA Tech shooting.  Lucia Wilson is working on how to deal with such students, especially lifelong students, and those who are disruptive but not violent.  It is suggested that SACC and Dan Macias collaborate with her in this endeavor.   


B.  A neighborhood meeting was held about student parking across from campus, which was animated and angry.  Neighbors blamed ASU’s new parking policies for increasing congestion, creating traffic pattern problems, and causing blocked drive-ways.  As a result, neighbors were successfully able to post no parking signs, preventing parking on the frontage road of Thunderbird, and up 46 and 49 Avenues.  It is speculated that parking will now spread to Arby’s and other businesses as well as further into adjacent neighborhoods.  The committee considered ways to encourage students to park in lots, including writing citations, but ASU PD cannot write citations for Phoenix.  Students are also parking on the park, causing damage to the grass.  There are plans to put up a fence, but this will only solve part of the problem.  It was suggested that ASU citations could be written, but it is uncertain whether they would stand if appealed.

