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 Film and Media Studies
http://www.asu.edu/clas/fms/
 Main Office – LL 641
 (480) 965-6147
 UG Advisor:  Michelle McCormick
            (480) 965-8270

           Media and Politics Today
            ENG/FMS/POS 394            

                                                                                  Fall 2008
Instructor: Dr. Michael Rubinoff   
       Day/Time: M & W, 5:00 – 6:15 pm
Office: LL 647B                                                                           Location: Coor 120
Office Hours: M & W, 3:45-4:45 pm                                           Schedule Lines #80142/83068/81082
                        and by appointment           

Telephone: 480/727-8773
E-mail: mrubinoff@asu.edu
Faculty Web Page: http://www.asu.edu/clas/fms/MichaelRubinoff.htm
Course Description: 


      The intersection of politics and media has long been a staple of campaigns and national debate. This course

      examines how technology has long been the machine driving the engine of political innovation and
      advertising. Today’s new media (interactive web sites, iPodcasts, text messaging, private broadcasting 
      means such as YouTube, etc.) is revolutionizing a once fairly predictable process. In the 21st century, less
      expensive media might overtake conventional broadcast media in the way TV overtook print media as the

      prime movers of national/international debate. Notably, GenYers now outnumber Baby Boomers by 1

      million and increasingly will shape the nation’s direction. Moreover, this course will examine how in the
      “Age of Punditry” and “talking heads,” political discourse is being shaped by late night celebrities – giving
      rise to Infotainment and an entirely new paradigm on how media shapes our politics.  
Knowledge and Skills Goals of the Course: 
      The purpose of this interdisciplinary course is to explain the convergence of media and politics in the wider 

      context of American governance, discussion, and society. The student will be able to develop his/her 
      abilities in four areas: (1) critical reading, (2) concise writing, and (3) effective expression, and (4) the use

      of conventional and new media. Aside from these general goals, the student will also learn the historical
      role media has played in American politics, and how it has periodically reshaped the partisan landscape

      approximately every 40 years since the pre-Civil War period down to the present. Readings and discussions
      will explain what happened in the past, why did it happened, and what does the new media and current 
      discourse tells us about today and tomorrow.  The course will also emphasize how technology constantly

      impacts politics and why a better understanding of it will create a better informed citizenry.
      Additionally, students who successfully complete this course will have demonstrated their research 

      skills conducted in both physical and web-based libraries, concise, critical writing and understanding 

      of the media in today’s national affairs. After completing this course, you should be able to:  

· conduct reading and research using both traditional book/journal sources and web-information

technology/new media (web links, streaming videos, YouTube, etc.). 

· identify, evaluate, and present, through effective critical writing with evidence found in primary and secondary sources. 

· better appreciate how various media have influenced policy issues and candidates.
· understand the role played by various media in national politics and appreciate the concepts, terminology, and technology related to this study.    

· hone online learning skills, which will help with further work at ASU and beyond. By the time we finish, you shall hold the keys for using terrific databases such as LexisNexis Academic, LexisNexis Congressional, JSTOR, and ProQuest. This will help you immeasurably in future university work. For 

those familiar with other electronic databases, the entire class awaits your insights on their use as well.   

      Activities: 

      The activities to achieve the course objectives will be, but are not limited to the following: 

· critical reading of required texts/media, individual and group responses to questions posted in lecture 

            conferences. 

· Individual/team research projects at physical library, online library, and web sources to identify valid material for academic work. 

· you will be asked to watch a particular television program, web site, YouTube clip, examine a newspaper (possibly online), or secure an article from a web database in support of individual and/or class projects. 

Required Reading: 


      Winograd, Morley & Hais, Michael D., Millennial Makeover: MySpace, YouTube, and the Future of

       American Politics (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2008) ISBN 0-8135-4301-0 
      Goldberg, Bernard, Crazies to the Left of Me, Wimps to the Right: How One Side Lost Its Mind and the

       Other Lost Its Nerve (New York: Harper Collins, 2007) ISBN 978-0-06-125257-0/9780061374722 (pbk)
      Peterson, Russell, L., Strange Bedfellows; How Late-Night Comedy Turns Democracy into a Joke (New

       Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 2008) ISBN 978-0-8135-4284-3

      ASU Bookstore  
      For the latest information on hours, consult http://bookstore.asu.edu/ASU/StoreHours.aspx
      After Aug 31, the bookstore will be closed on Sundays. If these do not work for you, try online vendors
      and request overnight delivery. The bookstore’s phone is 480/965-4170 and if out of supplies, they can take

      special orders for store pick-up or mail delivery.
Requirements & Grading: 


      Grades will be weighed on a 200 points scale as follows below. 

	Weekly Blackboard Media Contribution
15 x 4 = 60 pts
	4 pts per week (60 pts)

	Mid-Term Exam
	50 pts

	Presentation
	40 pts

	Second Exam
	50 pts


      Course academic performance will be determined as follows:

	200 -180
	    A

	179 -    160
	    B

	159 - 140 
	    C

	139 -
120
	    D  

	119 -

0
	    F


      These grades are determined under the following criteria (These apply to all written submissions):

      The grade of A reflects excellence. The submission offers a well-focused and organized discussion 

      appropriate to the instructor's assignment, reflects critical use of relevant materials, and demonstrates

      effective and formal writing requirements. The work must demonstrate an outstanding effort to identify 

      varied pertinent sources, to employ those materials critically in the text of the paper, and to provide 

      error-free citations of those resources.

The grade of B represents an effort beyond satisfactory and indicates the assignment was completed in an appropriate and competent manner and, in general, demonstrates a strong attempt at original and critical 

analysis, writing, and research. The submission may contain a number of minor grammatical or citation 

errors, and its thesis or its conclusions may be undeveloped or too weakly supported. 

      The grade of C indicates the assignment was done in a satisfactory or appropriate fashion, and represents 

      the average work expected for university courses. The submission is organized around a central idea, its

      arguments are supported by relevant examples, and the paper is structured into correctly written 

      paragraphs and sentences. Although fulfilling the assignment, the C assignment may exhibit one or more 

      weaknesses, including, but not limited to, punctuation and grammatical errors, imprecise or incorrect 

      word use, inaccurate or uncritical use of materials, and occasional inconsistent organization or 

      development. Research materials selected or cited may lack direct relevance to the topic. 

      The grade of D indicates the submission may have a poorly defined topic or thesis, may lack clear focus 

      or organization, and contains unsupported generalizations or conclusions. Research support is inadequate,

      not clearly relevant, or improperly documented, and a less than minimal research effort is evident. The

      paper may also suffer from numerous or major formal writing errors. 

      The grade of F indicates the submission is not clearly relevant to the assignment, and its topic and thesis 

      are poorly focused or defined. The assignment may display inadequate organization or development,

      unsupported generalizations, and nonstandard formal features (including language usage, sentence 

      structure, paragraphing, etc.). In addition, research support is absented, inadequate, or irrelevant to the

      assignment. This grade can also be earned by failure to complete the assignment.  

Blackboard Information: 

      Announcements, syllabus, class member emails, and Discussion Boards, and more can be found at 

myasucourses.asu.edu. Access sometimes is denied on Friday nights for service maintenance. Updates on 
such downtime is usually posted in advance on the home page of http://systemstatus.asu.edu/.

      Weekly BlackBoard Media Contribution:

      Each Monday, a new Discussion Board will be opened in Blackboard. This is for the sharing of a timely

      media example (e.g., political ad, candidate gaffe, instance of media bias, punditry, comedic satire, etc.)
      found on YouTube or many other web sites. The student will be responsible for providing the link to the

      media and summarize in 150-250 words, the issues surrounding the chosen example. Be sure to read all of 

      your classmate’s choices as no credit will be given for duplications of anyone else’s findings. Be prepared to 

      discuss these individual findings in class should you be called upon. Points will only be assigned if the 

      media is posted by Sunday at 11:59 pm – no exceptions. All posts should be written in good grammar with

      references cited (failure to do so will result in automatic point reductions).
      Examinations:
      There will be a Mid-Term Exam on Oct. 10 and a Second Exam on Dec. 3. The Second Exam will not be  

      cumulative. Each exam will be of the essay variety. Though not constructed yet, there will likely be two 

      long essays to write and shorter identification items. You will have choices from which to pick on the 

      exam.

      The exams will cover reading assignments/media/discussion boards through the class date (see Reading
      Schedule below), discussions, web sites listed for study, and required media. The Mid-Term will be
      inclusive of Weeks 1-6. The Second Exam will be drawn from Weeks 7-15. There will be choices on
      both exams among lengthy essays and identification items.

      Mid-Term Exam 

      The Mid-Term Exam will be on Sept. 29. Though not designed yet, the exam will likely consist of both
      lengthier essays and short IDs.
       Second Exam 

      The Second Exam on Dec. 3 will be on Dec. 3. Though not designed yet, the exam will likely consist of 

      both lengthier essays and short IDs.
      Team Presentation:      
      Each student will be assigned to a team in September. In turn, each team will make a 15-20 min.

      presentation on an aspect of politics and media. The texts can give ideas, but there is freedom for teams to

      choose topics from a variety of sources. The teams should identify at least three (3) topics and have at least

      three scholarly references to support each topic (3 topics x 3 references = 9 total references). The instructor

      will pick one of the topics for approval. The team’s final product should consist of (1) a presentation outline,
      (2) PowerPoint slides, (3) media clip or site being discussed, and at least five supporting scholarly

      References (aside from course texts).  A rubric chart can be found at the end of syllabus. All team members
      are required to participate in the planning and presentation. All team members will receive the same points,
      but the rubric does allow the instructor to discern/learn if someone clearly has not earned all of these points
      (for which points will be withheld). 
      Topics themselves can be historical and/or current. These can range from political advertising to political 

      punditry, and from documentaries (ala Michael Moore) to any themes developed in the texts. All topics

      should be stated as a thesis (e.g. Fahrenheit 9/11 is an example of a politically biased film or the 2004 

      “Swift Boat Veterans for Truth ads posted on the web turned the polls around for President Bush.). Topics
      are due in typed form on Sept. 15. 

      Media Resources

There are some important web sites to constantly watch.

www.cnn.com  
www.cspan.org
www.foxnews.com 
www.msnbc.com
www.Facebook.com
www.MySpace.com 

www.YouTube.com
      Attendance:
      Attendance and participation will be factored in final grades as follows. Attendance will be taken at the start

      of class. Five (5) such absences will result in a full, final grade point reduction. If you are late and miss roll,

      resolve to be on time in the future. Excused absences require submission of appropriate documentation. 

     Recapitulation of Course Weekly Written and Exam Requirements
      1. Weekly Media posted in Blackboard’s Discussion Board by Sunday at 11:59 pm.
      2. Mid-Term Exam on Sept. 29. 
      3. Second Exam on Dec. 3.
      4. Team Presentation (schedule to be assigned)
     NOTE: Students are responsible for all course materials in texts, lectures, and the DB content on exams. 

     myasucourses Information 

     For issues relating to ASURITE and password, call 480/965-6500. They are now open 24/7. You can also

     email: myasu-q@asu.edu (When they are in; the daytime staff usually turns around emails in 24 hrs.)

     Your instructor can help you with course subject matter. For specifics on how to use myASU (Blackboard)

     software, it is necessary to go to the contacts above. It is presumed the student will take the requisite time to

     familiarize themselves with the software on or before the first day of class. 

     There is a tutorial designed to be helpful with operation of myASU. 

      http://asuonline.asu.edu/StudentSupport/Tutorials/index.cfm
     One you reach the course site, an array of buttons will appear on your left portion of the screen.

· The ANNOUNCEMENTS page is the default page which comes up when you enter a course and 

      shows all the announcements posted for the course.

· The COURSE INFORMATION section contains information relating to the course – for example, the syllabus will be posted here. 

· The STAFF INFORMATION section contains information about the instructor.

· The COURSE DOCUMENTS 

· The ASSIGNMENTS section contains descriptions of assignments for the course.

· The COMMUNICATION section contains links to the discussion board, virtual chat, and group pages, and allows you to send email.  This is where you can also post your answers to the weekly Discussion Questions and comments on other student’s postings.

· DISCUSSION BOARD (Post here your weekly media links.). DISCUSSION BOARDS are the same concept you may know under the alternate name of online chat rooms. 

· The EXTERNAL LINKS section contains links to materials outside Blackboard.

· The TOOLS section contains the Digital Drop Box.

   Course Topics and Reading Schedule (subject to change)

   Read according to this schedule for the class discussions, Mid-Term, and Second Exam. Feel free to read 

   ahead since all of the contents will be covered on exams. A number in parentheses means a particular 
   book chapter.
   Winograd (Millennial Makeover)
   Goldberg (Crazies to the Left, Wimps to the Right)
   Peterson (Strange Bedfellows)

   08/25 – Course Overview

   08/27 – Political Eras and Voter Realignment/Idealist and Civic Political Cycles
                [Winograd, Preface, Introduction, 1-3]

   09/01 – NO CLASS {Labor Day holiday}
   09/03 – Technology, Media, and GenYers (aka Millennials)
                [Winograd, 4-6]
   09/08 – Realignment 2008?/Media is “the message”
                [Winograd, 7-9]

   09/10 – The Politics of Social Networking (or “Millennial Power”) 
   09/15 – The “New” Arms Race: Political Parties Greet the Internet
                [Winograd, 10-12]
                TEAM PRESENTATION TOPICS DUE IN TYPED FORM
   09/17 – Changing the Red State/Blue State Dynamic
   09/22 – Repairing the National Infrastucture
                [Winograd, 13-14]   

   09/24 – The Millennial Public Policy Agenda
   09/29 – Mid-Term Exam 

                [Winograd, 15]
   10/01 – NO CLASS {Rosh Hashonah holiday}
   10/06 – Print Media and Broadcast Media in Politics (“Good night and good luck”)
                [Goldberg, pp. 3-74]

   10/08 – NO CLASS {Yom Kippur holiday}
   10/13 – The Golden Age of TV News: Meet the Press, Face the Nation & Walter Cronkite

                [Goldberg, pp. 77-141]
   10/15 – Cable TV – Enter Partisan Broadcasting (Larry King, Bill O’Reilly & Keith Olbermann)
   10/20 – Conservative Counteroffensive: Talk Radio 

                [Goldberg, pp. 145-185]
   10/22 – Liberal Media Reaction: “A vast right-wing conspiracy”
   10/27 – How Media Covers the Election
                [Goldberg, pp. 189-243]
   10/29 – Use (maybe abuse) of Paid Media by Candidates

   11/03 – How to Watch Election Night Returns/What the Media Wants You to Know
                [Goldberg, pp. 189-243]
   11/05 – TIME OUT- Recapping the National Election
   11/10 – Media Satire and Public Discourse 
                [Peterson, Introduction, 1-2]
   11/12 – Comedy and Politics – Laugh-In, The Smothers Brothers and SNL 
                TEAM PRESENTATIONS

   11/17 – News at 10:00, Jokes at 10:30: Leno, Letterman, Colbert, and Stewart
                [Peterson, 3-5]
                TEAM PRESENTATIONS
   11/19 – TEAM PRESENTATIONS
   11/24 – Late Night Good Taste vs. Risqué Humor

                TEAM PRESENTATIONS
                [Peterson, 6-7]
   11/26 – TEAM PRESENTATIONS {Eve of Thanksgiving – Yes, we have class}
   12/01 – TEAM PRESENTATIONS/Course Wrap
                [Peterson, 8-9]                 
   12/03 – Second Exam
   Additional Information:
   Reading and Study Guidance

   While much of the course material might be new to you, do not let this get in the way of things. In order to 
   “master” the material, I advise the following:

     Text Reading

· Upon completion of a chapter, write a summary of what was discussed. Ultimately, you want to produce your own “Study Guide” with the materials. The texts are based an outline proposal to a publisher. Take 
      the “meat” of these materials back to a skeleton. Use a chronology to construct an outline. Put the 
     “meat” on the outline with a sentence or two for clarity/meaning. 

· Lastly, practice for exams by putting yourself in the instructor’s role and determine what you would pose as essay questions and IDs. “Brainstorm” with other class members in advance of exams.

     Other Course Policies:

     Withdrawals and Incompletes
     http://www.asu.edu/aad/catalogs/general/ug-enrollment.html#grading-system
     Academic Honesty

     In the “Student Academic Integrity Policy” manual, ASU defines “’Plagiarism” [as] using another's words, 
     ideas, materials or work without properly acknowledging and documenting the source. Students are 
     responsible for knowing the rules governing the use of another's work or materials and for acknowledging 
     and documenting the source appropriately.”  You can find this definition at:
     http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/studentlife/judicial/academic_integrity.htm#definitions
     Academic dishonesty, including inappropriate collaboration, will not be tolerated. There are severe
     sanctions for cheating, plagiarizing and any other form of dishonesty. You can find more in the Code of     

     Academic Integrity
.  This principle is furthered by the student Code of Conduct and disciplinary

     procedures established by ABOR Policies 5-308-5-403
     Any student in class who is from another college or university is subject to the ASU policy listed herein.

     Late Work and Make-ups
     Weekly media posts are accepted through 11:59 p.m. of the Sunday in each week. 

     Unless there is an emergency (documentation required), there will be a substantial penalty for failure to 

     take exams on their announced dates.

     Extra Credit
     Extra Credit is not an available option in this course.                                                              

     CLASSROOM DECORUM

     The university charges faculty with the responsibility for conducting classes and establishing a   

     optimum learning environment. Accordingly, in keeping with university policy, students are    

     requested as a courtesy to respect the following during this course:

1. Please disengage all cell phones and pagers before entering the classroom.

       2.   Please close laptop computers when class is in session.

       3.   Please leave all food and snacks outside the classroom. There is no eating in class.

4. Newspapers are not to be read on class time.

5. Classroom furniture is meant for what it was placed to do. Please refrain from using empty chairs or tables as leg rests.

     NOTE: Any student who requires special needs must report this to the instructor at the earliest time. 

                   Appropriate documentation from university authorities will be required in these situations.                                                                                                                  
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PRESENTATION EVALUATION CRITERIA

       Team_________________________________  

       Topic_____________________________________

       Date of Presentation_________________________

	
	Maximum

Points
	Your 

Points

	CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION ELEMENTS
	
	

	
	Introduction
	2
	

	
	Main Body
	4
	

	
	Conclusion/Summary
	4
	

	
	Transitions (move from one subject to the next in presentation)
	5
	

	
	Even Distribution of Team Labor
	4
	

	DELIVERY ELEMENTS
	
	

	
	Appearance (dress, grooming, posture)
	4
	

	
	Voice (clarity, confidence)
	4
	

	
	Visual Aids (PP, overheads, handouts, film clip)
	4
	

	
	Eye Contact and Gestures (effective delivery)
	4
	

	
	Time Adherence (15 – 20 minutes)
	1
	

	
	
	

	OUTLINE APPEARANCE, CONTENT & REFERENCES 
	4
	

	TOTAL
	40
	


       ADDITIONAL COMMENTS: (Outline will be marked separately, but presentation is factored total grade.)
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