Introduction to Film
FMS 100
Professor Peter Lehman
Fall 2008
Lecture:   3:00-4:15  LL2 Tuesday and Thursday
Screening:  Tuesday  4:30-7:15 DISCVRY 250
Office Hours: By Appointment (SS 227)
E-mail:  peter.lehman@asu.edu
Phone: 480-727-9866 (e-mail preferred)
Teaching Assistant:
Sarah Dutton-Breen (sarah.dutton-breen@asu.edu)
Office Hours:  ????  (LL 648B)
Phone: ???????
 
Course Description:
Using primarily American films, this course covers such traditional topics in the humanities as aesthetics (e.g., visual and narrative form) as well as social and cultural issues (e.g., race and gender).  The course assumes that all such issues can be best introduced and explored through textual analysis and case studies of individual films.  The course introduces students to a variety of critical studies topics and methods in the humanities.  It is tempting to think that we can simply watch a film or a television program and start talking, for example, about how women or people of color are represented.  To carefully analyze race and gender in the media, however, requires that we pay careful attention to how the media shape, form, and construct those images.  From this perspective, the representation of women in Jurassic Park cannot be separated from that film's version of Hollywood narrational style -- how it tells its story.  Nor can it be separated from the science fiction genre to which it belongs and its director Steven Spielberg.
The design of the course is as follows.  Each lecture will discuss an issue of aesthetics and critical studies (e.g., film form, authorship, and reception).  The lectures on Thursdays will introduce general terms and principles and illustrate them with clips from a variety of films, including the film screened for that week.  Discussions on Tuesdays will encourage students to question and add their perspectives to the lectures, readings, and screenings from the previous week and to apply the concepts to other films they have seen.
 
Week 1: 8/26 3:00-4:15  Organizational Meeting and Course Overview 
Screening:  4:30  Fatal Attraction (2 hrs.15 min.) 
8/28 Lecture:  Introduction (15 min.) on 8/25

Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 1, pp. 1-17.
 
Week 2:  9/2 3:00-4:15 Discussion:  Fatal Attraction and introductory concepts
  Screening: 4:30 Jurassic Park (2 hrs.10 min.)
  Lecture:  Narrative Structure

  Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 2
 
Week 3:  9/9 3:00-4:15 Discussion Jurassic Park  and Narrative Structure

Screening:  Citizen Kane (2 hrs.) 
 9/11 3:00-4:415 Lecture:  Formal Structure

Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapters 3 & 15  
Week 4:  9/16  3:00-4:15  Discussion:  Citizen Kane and Formal Structure
 Screening:  4:30  Scarface (1932, 1 hr., 35 min.) 
  9/18  3:00-4:15  Lecture:  Visual Motifs
  Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 1, pp. 17-26
 Take-home midterm exam handed out 9/18
 
Week 5:   9/23  3:00-4:15 Discussion:  Scarface and Visual Motifs
  Screening:  4:30  The Searchers (2 hrs.)
   9/25  3:00-4:15 Lecture:  Authorship
   Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 4
   Midterm exam due in class on 9/23 
 
Week 6:   9/30  3:00-4:15  Discussion:  The Searchers and Authorship
  Screening: 4:30 Trading Places (1 hr. and 58 min.)
   10/2  Special Screening  Peter Gunn Episodes 1 &2 
   Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 13, pp. 294-306
SPECIAL REQUIRED SREENING AND DISCUSSION:  Watercolors (106 min.) 
Sunday, OCT. 5, at noon Harkins Valley Art Theatre in Tempe
             Discussion following the film with director David Oliveras and actor Tye Olson
 
Week 7:   10/7  3:-00-4:15  Replaced by 10/5 discussion with David Oliveros and Tye Olson
  Screening:  Replaced by 10/5 screening of Watercolors
               10//9 3:00-4:15  Guest Lecture Prof. Michael Green on Race

  Readings:  Chapter 13, pp. 306-317. 
Week 8: 10/14  3:00-4:15 Special Screening:  Peter Gunn Episodes 3&4
               Screening:  4:30 A Shot in the Dark (1 hr., 41 min.)
               10/16  3:00-4:15 Television and Its Relation to Film
                 Readings: Thinking About Movies, Chapter 10
 
Week 9:  10/21  3:00-4:15 Small groups project:  Adapting a Film for a Television Series
                Screening:  4:30 The Crying Game (1 hr., 52 min.)
                10/23  3:00-4:15  Lecture: Audiences and Reception
  Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 8
 
 Week 10:  10//28 Discussion:  The Crying Game and Audiences and Reception 

   Screening: 4:30 Silence of the Lambs (1hr., 58 min.)
                 10//30  3:00-4:15 Lecture : Gender & Sexuality:  The Representation of Women

    Readings:   Thinking About Movies, Chapter 12, pp. 264-279 
 
Week 11:  11/4 3:00-4:15 Discussion:  Silence of the Lambs and the Representation of Women
                 Screening: 4:30  American Gigolo (1 hr., 57 min.) 
                 11/6  3:00-4:15  Lecture: Gender & Sexuality:  The Representation of Men
    Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 12, pp. 279-282
 
Week 12:  11/11  3:00-4:15 Discussion:  American Gigolo and the Representation of Men

   Screening:  4:30 People Under the Stairs (1 hr., 45 min.)
                 11/13  3:00-4:15  Lecture:  Class

   Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 14
 
Week 13:  11/18  3:00-4:15  Discussion:  People Under the Stairs and Class
                  Screening:  4:30  TBA
                   11/20  3:00-4:15 Guest  Lecture, Sarah Dutton-Breen :  Digital Technology:  When to Use It?
                   Readings: Thinking About Movies, Chapter, 16, pp. 364-379
 
Week 14:   11/25  3:00-4:15  Discussion:  TBA and Digital technology
    Screening:  4:30 The Matrix (2 hr., 16 min.)  
    11/27 Thanksgiving No Class
 
    Readings:  Thinking About Movies, Chapter 16, pp. 379-392
 
 
 
Week 15:    12/2  3:00-4:15  Discussion:  The Matrix and Visual Effects
                    Screening:  4:30 Time Code (1hr., 37 min.)
                     12/4  3:00-4:15  Lecture:  Digital technology and Experimental Filmmaking
      Readings:  Review Thinking About Movies, Chapter 15.
 
 Week 16:     12/9   Discussion:  3:00-4:15  Last Day of Classes Take Home Final Examination handed
out on 12/9; due on Friday, Dec. 12 at 5:00 PM in the Film and Media Studies main office (LL  641).
 
Grading:  There will be a take-home midterm examination and a take-home final examination.  The midterm and final examination will each count for 40% of the final grade.  Weekly discussion contribution and attendance will count 20%.  Attendance at lectures and screenings is required and more than two unexcused absences will lead to a drop of one letter grade.  Plagiarism will be treated in strict accordance with the Office of Student Life Student Academic Integrity Policy.
 
Student Academic Integrity Policy In the "Student Academic Integrity Policy" manual, ASU defines "'Plagiarism" [as] using another's words, ideas, materials or work without properly acknowledging and documenting the source. Students are responsible for knowing the rules governing the use of another's work or materials and for acknowledging and documenting the source appropriately."  You can find this definition at: http://www.asu.edu/studentaffairs/studentlife/judicial/academic_integrity.htm#definitions.  Academic dishonesty, including inappropriate collaboration, will not be tolerated. There are severe sanctions for cheating, plagiarizing and any other form of dishonesty.
 
Required Readings:  Thinking About Movies:  Watching, Questioning, Enjoying, Third Edition, by Peter Lehman and William Luhr
