ASU 101 

Film and Media Studies 
Fall 2009
Professor:   
Michelle McCormick

Email:   
michelle.mccormick@asu.edu
Office Hours/Location:
By Appointment, LL641

Course Time/Location:
1:30 – 2:20 Tuesday, PSH 131  

Line#: 83850

COURSE OUTLINE
This course is for first-year Film and Media Studies (FMS) students during their first semester at ASU.  Its main objective is to help you transition to the university and learn the steps necessary to complete your degree. More specifically, ASU 101 is designed to introduce you to Film and Media Studies and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences (CLAS), and will also help you gain an understanding of what you will need to be a successful student at ASU.  You will learn:

· Strategies and tools to maximum your academic success, including the FMS Major Map, DARS, Language and GPA requirements.

· Campus resources, events and ways of getting involved at ASU, CLAS and FMS

· Ways to enhance your own personal development, such as time management, goal setting and career planning.

Course materials:  Academic planner/calendar; New Student Orientation binder

Class format:  ASU 101 is a seminar.  You are expected to participate.  Part of your final grade is based on class participation, which includes paying attention, participating in class discussions, completing assignments thoroughly and on time and being respectful of your instructor, classmates, guest speakers and yourself.

Turn in all assignments at the beginning of class.  If your assignment is not submitted at the beginning of class, it is considered late.  Late assignments will receive half-credit.  Late assignments will not be accepted after 11:59pm on the due date.  If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to submit the assignment prior to class time.  You can submit assignments via email but it is your responsibility to make sure I received the email and assignment saved as a Word document.  

Attendance: Attendance is mandatory. Attendance equates to showing up on time, listening, turning in assignments and participating in class discussions.  Points will be deducted for missing class, regardless of the reason, no matter what. You have to attend to get participation credit. First and second absence:  5 points for each absence deducted from final point total.  A third absence indicates you are choosing to fail the course.

Grading Criteria

90-100 points
A

80-89   points
B

70-79   points
C

60-69   points
D

01-59   points
E

Plus/minus grading will not be used.

I don’t plan on having an extra credit assignment at this time, however I’m open to suggestions that relate to the overall concept of the course. For example, I’d consider an extra credit assignment that consisted of attending a lecture and writing a 500 word summary (about two pages) on what you found to be the most important parts of the talk.

Participation



30 points  



Academic planning


10 points

Steps to graduation


10 points

Campus resources


10 points

Guest speaker reflection

10 points

Managing your online presence
10 points

Building your spring 09 schedule 
10 points

Goal setting



10 points

Plagiarism Policy:  You are expected to turn in original work for this course.  Quotations or ideas paraphrased from other work must be properly cited.  Taking credit for another's idea or writing is plagiarism, which is a serious violation of the University's Code of Academic Integrity:  Integrity is expected of every student in all academic work.  The guiding principle of academic integrity is that a student's submitted work must be the student's own.  This principle is furthered by the student Code of Conduct and disciplinary procedures established by ABOR Policies 5-308-5-403, all provisions of which apply to all Arizona State University students.  If you are unsure how to credit your source, ask a member of the teaching team for clarification.  

LEARNING TASKS
This course is comprised of 15 lessons. 

Lesson 01:     
From FMS to Career Success (Tuesday, 8/26)


Building skills, writing, learning tools to be marketable



What this course is all about



Introductions 



Email/Tech help

The Film and Media Studies B.A.

 
Lesson 02:    
Labor Day – No Class (Tuesday, 9/2)
Lesson 03:    
MyASU, Time Management, GPA Calculation (Tuesday, 9/9) 


What can you do via MyASU?



Time Management – Balancing academics, social life, sports/clubs



Academic calendar 



How to make or break your GPA

Assignment 1: Working with your academic planner: note important semester dates (add/drop dates, exam schedule, reading day, vacations, days off), semester weeks (week 1, week 2, etc.) and midterms/finals (check syllabi in all courses).  

Lesson 04:     
FMS Areas of Emphasis, Major Map and DARS (Tuesday, 9/16)


Research and select and area of emphasis



Review the FMS major map



What is a DARS and why do I need to learn about it?

Assignment 2:  After reviewing your major map plan your schedule for each semester until you meet the degree requirements necessary to graduate from ASU with a BA in Film and Media Studies. Do you need to take a language?  Additional Math or English courses? Can you only take four classes per semester? More details provided in class.

Lesson 05:    
Getting involved (Tuesday, 9/23)


What’s so great about ASU?

On campus resources: office hours, study spots, on-campus tutors, the writing center, computing commons, volunteer organizations, clubs, sporting events, productions at Gammage, the SRC, etc.

Assignment 3: Meet up with a friend and study on campus for at least one hour.  Try somewhere new.  The library, café biblioteca, the secret garden, a room in the Computing Commons, wherever!  Write one page about your experience. OR Visit a professor during office hours.  Have a few thoughtful questions in mind.  Write one page on your experience.
Lesson 06:   
Guest Speaker: Daniel Bernardi, Director (Tuesday, 9/30) 
Lesson 07:    
Guest Speaker: Victoria Meng (Styles & Genres) (Tuesday, 10/7)
Lesson 08:    
Guest Speaker: Michael Green (Media & Society) (Tuesday, 10/8)
Lesson 09:    
Guest Speaker: Dan Cutrara (Screenwriting) (Tuesday, 10/9)
Lesson 10:   
Guest Speaker: Kevin Sandler (Media Industries) (Tuesday,  10/10)
Assignment 4: Guest Speaker Reflection.  Write two pages on the one speaker and topic that interested you the most.  Provide specific reasons why you thought this speaker/topic was most appealing.  Would you consider meeting the professor one-on-one during office hours?  If so, what might you want to discuss?

Lesson 11:   
Managing your online presence  (Tuesday, 11/4)


Why does it matter?
E-mail etiquette
Online social networks: public, private or what?

Assignment 5: Make a list of the social networks and/or online communities that you belong to and require membership. If you have created a profile, investigate who can see it. Is your profile public or private?  If you belong to Facebook, investigate the privacy controls.  Who can search and find your profile?  What can they see?  What is a limited profile?

Lesson 12:
Distance Learning in FMS (Tuesday, 11/11)


Time Management



Benefits and Disadvantages of distance learning



The role of teaching assistants 

Lesson 13:   
Building your spring schedule (Tuesday, 11/18)


Be strategic!



What classes do you need to take during the spring 09?  



Could you benefit by taking winter or summer sessions?  



Know what you need to take, and how to make it happen
Using the searchable schedule of classes and the FMS website

Assignment 6: Build your spring 09 schedule.  Type and bring to next class.  If you plan on taking winter or fall session, include these course schedules as well.  Use online resources to find specific classes.  Include dates, times, course titles and line numbers.  Specify why courses were chosen (i.e. meets requirements, looks interesting, recommended by professor, etc.).

Lesson 14:   
General Education, Minors and Certificates (Tuesday, 11/25)
Assignment 7: Goal planning pre-party.  Thing big, what would you like to achieve in the next five months?  The next year?  The next five years?  Where would you like to be personally, professionally, academically? Briefly discuss in one typed page. We’ll discuss goals as a class and brainstorm together on how they might be achieved. Dream big!


Lesson 15:    
Goal Planning (Tuesday, 12/2)

Planning ahead

Enjoying the journey 



Challenges vs. obstacles



Determining success
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