INTRODUCTION TO FILM

Professor:   
Dr. Aaron Baker

Email:   
aaron.baker@asu.edu
Office Hours:
By Appointment
    

 

COURSE OUTLINE
Using American films, this course will introduce students to formal and cultural issues important to understanding movies.  We will work with the assumption that these issues are best explored through textual analysis of individual films. This analysis will demonstrate that attention to form--how filmmakers communicate through genre, narrative structure, editing, and cinematography-- is inseparable from thematic content, or what films are about.  For example, the representation of women in Jurassic Park cannot be separated from that film’s version of Hollywood narrational style—how it tells its story—nor from director Steven Spielberg’s use of digitally generated imagery and conventions of the science fiction genre. 

 

Although this course is Web Delivered, it is neither automated nor self-paced. You are expected to engage in all learning tasks. To access the class website, you can use your personal computer, one in the library, and/or computer labs at ASU. Check the class website, or virtual classroom, for a list of these labs and their hours of operation. 

Reading:  There is one required book for the class, Peter's Lehman and William Luhr's, Thinking About Movies:  Watching, Questioning, Enjoying (Third Edition).  You will likely need to buy it either at the ASU bookstore or from an online distributor such as Amazon.com.  It will take at least two weeks for the book to arrive, so be sure to order it well before class begins.  You will also be reading a number of articles, all of which have been posted to the virtual classroom in the Lesson section.  To honor copyright law, they have been password protected.  The teaching team will email you the passwords before the first day of class.  Read the book and articles carefully and on time, as they form the basis of both the online discussions and the exams.

 

Screenings:  You are responsible for screening one film or television program per lesson. The specific titles are listed under the Lesson section.  You can purchase the titles through Amazon (or another on-line distributor) or rent them at your local video store or from Netflix. Several are available at the ASU library.  Don’t watch these films for entertainment; watch them for study.  Take notes and view the screenings numerous times.  The screenings also form the basis of both online discussions and exams. 

 

Plagiarism Policy:  You are expected to turn in original work for this course.  Quotations or ideas paraphrased from other work must be properly cited.  Taking credit for another's idea or writing is plagiarism, which is a serious violation of the University's Code of Academic Integrity: Integrity is expected of every student in all academic work.  The guiding principle of academic integrity is that a student's submitted work must be the student's own.  This principle is furthered by the student Code of Conduct and disciplinary procedures established by ABOR Policies 5-308-5-403, all provisions of which apply to all Arizona State University students.  If you are unsure how to credit your source, ask a member of the teaching team for clarification.  

GRADED WORK
We expect every student to leave this course with a better -- more insightful -- understanding of the formal and cultural issues important to understanding movies.  Along the way, we ask that you complete several interactive reading reviews, engage all learning tasks, and answer and ask questions on our electronic bulletin board.  

Participation (100 points):  You are responsible for participating in the threaded discussions that take place on the electronic bulleting board (eBoard). You should post two substantive comments or questions per Lesson. These posts must keep up with the progress of the course. You cannot, for example, go back to the eBoard and post to a Lesson after it has been completed and expect for the posts to be counted toward your participation grade. Moreover, the teaching team will keep track of your participation, including assessing the value of what you bring to this interactivity. Refrain from flaming or ad hominem comments. Please be rigorous but constructive. 

 

Exam #1 (100 points):  The 1st exam covers material from lessons 1 through 5.  It will consist of true/false, multiple-choice, identification, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and essay questions.  The short-answer and essay questions will be higher in value, so be sure that you think through the various concepts outlined in the readings, screenings, lectures and iModules.  Check the Lesson section of the class website for the date and time of the exam.

 

Exam #2 (100 points):  The 2nd exam covers material from lessons 6 through 9.  It will consist of true/false, multiple-choice, identification, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and essay questions.  The short-answer and essay questions will be higher in value, so take care to think through the various concepts outlined in the readings, screenings, lectures and iModules.  Check the Lesson section of the class website for the date and time of the exam.

 

Final Exam (100 points):  The final exam covers material from Lesson 10 through the last lecture.   It will consist of true/false, multiple-choice, identification, fill-in-the-blank, short-answer, and essay questions.  Like the other two exams, the short-answer and essay questions will be higher in value, so take care to think through the various concepts outlined in the readings, screenings, lectures and iModules.  Check the Schedule section of the class website for the date and time of the exam.

Grading Scale: 0 to 400 Points
A+   ..... 400+ Points

A     ..... 372 - 399 Points

A-    ..... 360 - 371 Points

B+   ..... 352 - 359 Points

B     ..... 332 - 351 Points

B-    ..... 320 - 331 Points

C+   ..... 312 - 319 Points

C     ..... 280 - 311 Points

D     ..... 240 - 279 Points

E     ..... 000 - 239 Points 

 

LEARNING TASKS
This course is comprised of 15 lessons.  Each lesson includes some or all of the following tasks:

1.  Reading:

Read a chapter from the assigned book.

2.  Reading Review:      Reconsider Key Concepts from the Readings 

3.  Website:

Surf Relevant Websites

4.  Screening:

Study Films Screened for Class

5.  Media Clip:

Review Scenes Referenced in Readings & Lectures

6.  iModules:

Engage Interactive Learning Module

7.  Lecture:

Listen to Streaming Audio Lectures with PowerPoint Slides
8.  eBoard:

Pose and Answer Questions on the Electronic Bulletin Board

 

Lesson 01:
Taking an Online Course  (Tuesday, 12/29)
Reading:      
“What Makes a Successful Online Student”
Websites:      Self Evaluation for Potential Online Students
Lecture:     
How do I get an "A" in an online course?

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 02:   
Introduction to Course Content (Wednesday, 12/30)

Reading:      
Thinking About Movies, Pages 1-17 / Lehman and Luhr

                       Reading Review

Screening:    
Fatal Attraction / 1987, 123 minutes

Media Clip:  
Fatal Attraction#1    Clip#2    

                        Scarface
Lecture:         What are we going to study in this course?

eBoard:         
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 03:    
Narrative Structure (Thursday, 12/31)
Reading:       Thinking About Movies , Chapter 2 / Lehman and Luhr

                     Reading Review

Screening:    
Jurassic Park / 1993, 130 minutes

Media Clip:  
Jurassic Park#1    Citizen Kane
iModule:       
Narrative

Lecture:        What is narrative structure?

eBoard:         
Discuss with Classmates

  

Lesson 04:    Formal Structure (Saturday, 01/02)
Reading:      Thinking About Movies, Chapter 3 /  Lehman and Luhr

                  
Reading Review

Screening:    The Sixth Sense / 1997, 107 minutes

Media Clip:  The Sixth Sense
iModule:       Depth of Field    Cinematography    Editing    Mise en Scene    Sound

Lecture:        Film Form: Cinematography, Editing, Color, and Sound

eBoard:         Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 05:    
Citizen Kane (Monday, 01/04)
Reading:       Thinking About Movies, Chapter 15 / Lehman and Luhr

                     Reading Review

Screening:   
Citizen Kane / 1941, 120 minutes

Media Clip:  
Citizen Kane    Clip #2

Lecture:       
Citizen Kane: Canonical Work, Authorship, Form

eBoard:        
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 06:   
Authorship (Tuesday, 01/05)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Pages 78-98 / Lehman and Luhr

                    
Reading Review

Screening:   
The Limey / 1999, 89 minutes

Media Clip:  
The Limey    Ocean's Eleven
                   
Rear Window
iModule:    
50 Films

Lecture:     
Film Authorship II: Creation in Context

eBoard:      
Discuss with Classmates

 

Exam #1:
Due as email attachment on Wednesday, 1/6, by 9am AZ Time
 

Lesson 07:  
Genre (Wednesday, 01/06)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Pages 100-120 / Lehman and Luhr

                   
Reading Review

Screening: 
Out of Sight  / 1998, 123 minutes

Media Clip:
Texas Chainsaw Massacre    Godfather Part II 
               
Out of the Past
Lecture:     
Genre: The Crime Film

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 08:  
Series, Sequels and Remakes (Thursday, 01/07)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Chapter 6 / Lehman and Luhr

                   
Reading Review

Screening:  
Criminal / 2004, 87 minutes 

Media Clip: 
Do the Right Thing    Nine Queens
Lecture:    
Series, Sequels, and Remakes

eBoard:      
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 09:  
Adaptation (Friday, 01/08)
Reading:    
"Film and Literature: the Problem of Adaptation”  / Vivian Sobchack

                   
“The Bear Came Over the Mountain”/ Alice Munro

Reading Review

Screening:  
Away from Her/ 2006, 110 minutes

Media Clip:
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban    Blade Runner
                  
Away from Her
Lecture:    
Adaptation

eBoard:      
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 10:  
Actors and Stars (Saturday, 01/09)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Chapter 7 / Lehman and Luhr

                   
Reading Review

Screening:  
Three Kings / 1999, 114 minutes

Media Clip: 
Ocean's Eleven    Out of Sight
                  
Intolerable Cruelty
Lecture:    
Actors and Stars        

eBoard:      
Discuss with Classmates

 

Exam #2:
Due as an email attachment on Monday, 1/11 at 9am, AZ Time
 

Lesson 11: 
Gender (Monday, 01/11)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Pages 274-90/ Lehman and Luhr

                  
"Hollywood's New Old Girls' Network" / Nancy Hass

                   
Reading Review

Screening:  
Silence of the Lambs / 1991, 118 minutes

Media Clip:  
Girlfight    Double Indemnity
                  
Rocky       Blade Runner
                  
Eyes Wide Shut
Lecture:     
Gender in American Movies 

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 12:  
Race (Tuesday, 01/12)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Chapter 13 / Lehman and Luhr

                  
Reading Review

Screening:  
Boyz n the Hood / 1991, 107 minutes

Media Clip: 
Dirty Harry    LA Confidential
iModule:     
Race in Space

Lecture:      
Race in American Movies

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 13:  
Class (Wednesday, 01/13)
Reading:    
Thinking About Movies, Chapter 14 / Lehman and Luhr

                   
Reading Review

Screening:  
Pretty Woman / 1990, 119 minutes

Media Clip:
Chinatown    Matewan
                  
Pretty Woman
Lecture:     
Class in American Movies

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 14:  
Film Production (Thursday, 01/14)
Media Clip:
The Player
iModule:     
Production Timeline

Lecture:      
The Work of Film Production

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Lesson 15:  
Digital Technology and Film (Friday, 01/15)
Reading:     
Thinking About Movies, Chapter 16 / Lehman and Luhr

                   
Reading Review

Screening:  
Time Code / 2000, 97 minutes

Media Clip: 
Full Frontal    The Matrix
Lecture:      
Digital Technology and Film

eBoard:       
Discuss with Classmates

 

Final Exam:
Due as an email attachment on Saturday, 01/16 by 9am AZ Time

