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Academic Integrity: Honesty/Dishonesty Scenarios
This survey presents several scenarios that represent honest or dishonest academic behavior. Instructors should select 3-7 of the following scenarios they think will be most beneficial for their class discussion. 
Before coming to class, students should read the scenarios and select whether they think it represents honest or dishonest academic behavior. The student responses and justifications can form the basis of an in-class or online discussion. 
The following scenarios are included in this document. 

21. Submitting One Paper to Multiple Classes


32. Aiding Others


43. Tests and Technology, Scenario 1


54. Tests and Technology, Scenario 2


65. Crediting Someone Else’s Work


76. Citations


87. Incomplete Citations


98. Collaboration


109. Working in Pairs


1110. Selling a Paper


1211. Using Someone Else’s Paper


1312. Using another Source as a Model


1413. Helping a Friend


1514. Internship/Clinical Hours


1615. Attendance Sheets


1716. Family Illness




1. Submitting One Paper to Multiple Classes

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Keisha is taking five classes this semester and both her English and Women's Studies classes require research papers. Since she's interested in women's studies topics, for her English 102 paper she chose to write on women's body image and the media. She worked hard and used many different sources for her paper, incorporating web sources and journal articles she found through the ASU Libraries web site. She even used RefWorks to create her bibliography and cite all her sources correctly. Overall she is really happy with how the paper turned out. Now her women's studies paper is due and the one she wrote for English actually meets the criteria for the paper: appropriate topic, correct length, and correct use of sources. She decides to "work smart not hard" and turn in the same paper. Why repeat the work if you don't have to? 

Is Keisha being academically honest when she turns in the same paper for both classes? 

a. Yes – it's OK because she wrote the original paper

b. No – it’s only OK if she has permission from the instructor

2. Aiding Others

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation.

Melody and Heather are best friends and have enrolled in the same biology course. Their biology lab is offered at two different times each week and students can attend whichever one is most convenient for them. Most weeks Melody and Heather go to the same lab so they can work together to complete the assignments. At the end of the semester, the TA announces that the final lab exam will be given at two different times on the same day and, as usual, students can attend whichever is most convenient for them. During the first lab exam, the TA notices that Melody is there but Heather is not. He also notices that Melody is writing notes in her lab notebook as she takes the exam. Curious, he walks over after the exam and asks to see her notebook.

Is it academically honest for Melody to take notes during the exam?

a. Yes – students have a right to take any notes they want in a class or exam

b. Yes – if she doesn’t share the notes with Heather and only describes the test verbally

c. No – it isn’t honest if she shares the notes with Heather before Heather takes the exam

3. Tests and Technology, Scenario 1
Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation.

Kelly is taking an introductory psychology class that covers the history of the discipline, including the major psychologists and their theories. Each week the instructor introduces a different psychologist and discusses the contributions made by that person. Since the information will be on the mid-term, Kelly pays close attention and takes detailed notes. Unfortunately, the 15-page research paper for her criminology class is due the same day as her psychology midterm. Kelly decides to focus on the criminology research paper because it counts for 50% of her final grade. She finishes the paper around 3am the day it is due and decides to get a few hours of sleep instead of reviewing her notes for the psychology test. Maybe she's just tired, but when Kelly wakes up the next morning she doesn't feel as confident about passing the psychology test. Her roommate suggests that she put some notes on her cell phone just in case she has trouble on the test. Kelly routinely uses her cell phone for messages so she quickly adds some notes about the psychologists who will be on the midterm and takes a couple of pictures of her notes. Kelly knows other students use their cell phones during class and doesn't think anyone will notice if she looks at her phone during the midterm.

Is it academically honest for Kelly to take pictures of her own notes for the test?

a. Yes - taking pictures of your own notes is OK

b. Yes - it's not cheating if most of the class is doing it

c. No - Kelly's teacher would not have approved 

4. Tests and Technology, Scenario 2
Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Mitchell is a sophomore engineering student who earns good grades in his lower division engineering courses. This semester, however, he has to take a required course on Macroeconomics Principles and isn't doing very well. He's worried about doing well on the final exam because if he fails the course his GPA will drop and he might lose his academic scholarship. Mitchell's friend Dan is enrolled in a different section of the same course and will take a different version of the final the day before him. After a lot of pleading, Dan reluctantly agrees to use his camera phone to take pictures of the exam questions and email them to Mitchell. After he finishes his final, Dan meets Mitchell and helps him study for the test.

Who faces consequences if Mitchell is caught? 

a. Only Mitchell, since he is the one asking Dan to give him information about the test 

b. Both Dan and Mitchell, since both engaged in academic dishonesty 

c. Only Dan, since he is the one that took the pictures of the test questions

d. Neither, since they are different sections and take different tests

5. Crediting Someone Else’s Work

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

For her Intro to Sociology course, Sarah is writing a paper that requires her to apply a prominent sociological theory to an everyday situation. Even though she has read the textbook information about the theory she has chosen, Sarah doesn't think she can explain it well enough in her paper. During a visit to the library, Sarah asks for help finding more information about the theory and the reference librarian shows her several encyclopedias and dictionaries specific to the field of Sociology. Sarah is excited to find a perfect short definition of the theory she selected, along with several lengthy articles that summarize the theory better than her textbook. She decides to combine several ideas from all the sources and is careful to change some of the words and phrases so that she's not copying word-for-word, then cites each of her sources in the bibliography at the end of her paper.

Is Sarah being academically honest in writing her paper? 

a. Yes –she gave credit to the sources by listing them in her bibliography 

b. Yes – she changed some of the words so she's not copying the original text

c. No – she only referenced the sources at the end and not each time she referenced an idea  

d. No – changing a few words isn't enough to restate the original ideas in her own words

6. Citations

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Amy spent hours researching how block scheduling in high school increases academic achievement. She downloaded the full-text version of several articles and photocopied others. While searching, Amy copied most of her citations into RefWorks, a citation management program, but not all of them. She decides to type in the remaining citations so she can easily format her bibliography in APA style; however, she finds that some citations are missing the beginning and ending page numbers of the articles reference in her paper. She has finished writing her paper, but it’s due tomorrow and she doesn’t have time to locate the missing page numbers and correct her citations before turning it in. Since she uses in-text citations to credit the thoughts and ideas of others in her paper she decides it will be okay if to guess the ending page numbers. Isn’t it better to give credit to others, even if the citation information is a little bit wrong? 
Is Amy acting academically honest in making up page numbers for the sources she used even though she made sure to cite them in her paper? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

7. Incomplete Citations 

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Monique has a book review due in two days and just finished reading the book last night. Unfortunately, doesn’t think the book is very interesting and isn’t sure how to answer the professor's questions. She understands the basic ideas of the book, but it seems like the professor wants a really detailed analysis and she's not sure she has any ideas of her own that he will find interesting. She looks around on the Web for things other people have written about the book and finds a published book review from a history journal. Skimming through, she sees a number of statements that make sense and say the same things she has in mind. So, Monique begins to write her paper and uses some statements from the published book review, making sure to include the review in her list of references and putting the author's name in parenthesis after each statement that she uses. Since she is giving credit for each statement she copies from the published book review she doesn't bother putting everything in quotation marks. By the end of her paper, she has about three paragraphs in which she's carefully written the author's name after each sentence to make sure her professor knows she cited the original source as he told them to do. Pleased with her work and the overall analysis, she writes a conclusion paragraph and submits it to him just a few hours before the deadline.

If Monique uses another published text as a source and include in-text citations but no quotation marks around the original word-for-word passages, is this plagiarism? 

a. Yes 

b. No

8. Collaboration

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Vincent is interviewing a journalist for a paper on how writers get their ideas. The journalist agrees to give him an interview on the condition that Vincent lets her edit any quotes that are attributed to her and also allows her to edit descriptions of her creative writing process. Since Vincent needs the interview for his research paper, he agrees. After writing the paper, Vincent sends it to the journalist via email. She edits the quotations he included in the article and also edits several other sections of his paper, making comments on ways he can improve his writing. She sends it back with the reminder, "you may submit this on the condition that you don't change my edits." Her editing clearly improves Vincent’s paper and he turns it in with her changes.

Is it honest for Vincent to turn in the paper with edits someone else has made to his paper? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

9. Working in Pairs

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Jim and Mike are roommates and history majors. They enroll in several classes together, including one on constitutional history of the U.S. The class has been harder than they expected because it requires they read several articles and write two papers each month. At the end of the semester, the instructor decides to make the final a take home exam. The instructor tells the class they can work together to locate sources but each person has to write their own essay answers. To save time Jim and Mike decide to divide the questions so they only have to research half as many. That way they can share the information and sources, but write their own essay responses. The instructor probably won’t notice that they include the same basic information and she did say they could work together. 
Is it honest for Mike and Jim to divide the work between them as long as they still write their own essay answers? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

10. Selling a Paper

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Sharlene is a fourth-year student working two part-time jobs to support herself, despite her academic scholarship. Last year she took a general studies course in Communication Studies and did really well, despite the 25-page research paper she had to write at the end of the semester. This year, her roommate is taking the same class and it’s the last one she needs before she graduates. Since it’s not in her major and she already has a job lined up, Sharlene’s roommate offers to pay Sharlene for the essay she wrote last year rather than writing it herself. 
Who faces consequences if Sharlene’s roommate is caught? 

a. Only Sharlene’s roommate, since she is the one who bought the paper

b. Both Sharlene and her rommate, since both engaged in academic dishonesty 

c. Only Sharlene, since she is the one who sold the paper

d. Neither, since they are both about to graduate
11. Using Someone Else’s Paper

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Tom goes to school full time, has a job working 30 hours a week and volunteers as a soccer coach for his nephew’s team. Knowing how busy his schedule is, he gets an early start on his research paper for political science comparing the war in Iraq with the Vietnam War. He finds many good articles in the library’s databases and retrieves the full text of several articles. He has almost all of the sources he needs for his paper, then has a terrible accident at soccer practice and breaks his wrist. His friend Melanie feels bad for him and offers to let him use the materials from a history paper she wrote on Ho Chi Minh, the former president of North Vietnam. Since she kept copies of all the articles she used in her paper, she gives Tom a CD with the paper and related materials so he can write his own. Given his limited time, Tom thinks it might be a good idea to revise his topic and use Melanie’s paper as the basis for his own. He cites some of the same articles, changes the order and focus of her paper by rewording some sentences, then adds more information in some places and deletes information in others. 
Is it academically honest for Tom to use Melanie’s paper as the basis for his own, since he has changed some of the content to fit his own topic? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

12. Using another Source as a Model

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Yolanda thinks The Matrix is one of the best movies ever made and she has asked her philosophy teacher if she can write a paper on “The Philosophy of The Matrix.” Curiously, she finds a book in the library with the title Philosophers explore The Matrix and looks to see if it contains any useful information. One chapter entitled Wake up! Worlds of illusion in Gnosticism, Buddhism, and The Matrix gives her an idea for her paper. Yolanda decides to compare philosophies of reality in gnoticism, Buddhism, and The Matrix, using the same outline, arguments and sources as the book chapter. Since she can’t find some of the sources the author uses, she borrows the quotations directly from the chapter, but cites the original source rather than the book chapter itself. She makes sure cite the book in the reference list, but while writing the paper Yolanda gets concerned that her paper is too similar to the book chapter so she adds some more sources that she finds by doing additional research. 

Is it academically honest for Yolanda to copy the structure of another book or article and submit it as part of her paper for the class? 

a. Yes 

b. No 

13. Helping a Friend

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Quentin is a freshman at ASU taking BIO 187, a large lecture class with about 400 other people. He attends class each day, but sits in the back row and is pretty sure the instructor doesn't know who he is. He got sick this week and hasn't been able to stay awake long enough to study for the 20-question chapter quiz this morning. His roommate Frank got an A in this class last semester and because he feels sorry for Quentin has offered to go take the quiz for him. Quentin doesn't want a bad grade on the quiz and is tempted to take Frank up on his offer. He’s doing well in all his other classes and intends to work hard the rest of the semester – what could it hurt to let Frank take this one quiz for him?  So he tells Frank to go ahead, and heads back to bed. Man does his head hurt. 

Is it academically honest for Quentin to let Frank take the test or quiz for him, especially since it’s not worth much of the final grade? 
a. Yes 

b. No 

14. Internship/Clinical Hours

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Jordan is a junior in the nursing program at ASU. She was really excited to sign up for the clinical practice class this semester, which requires her to work 135 hours at an off-campus clinic. For the first eight weeks of the semester Jordan worked regular hours, but during the last two weeks she’s had transportation problems because her car broke down. Jordan uses a free bus pass, provided by ASU, to get to the clinic but because of road construction the bus often arrives late and once a week she has to leave 15 minutes early or else wait another hour. Her supervisor at the clinic is out of town on vacation and has told Jordan that she will sign her clinical practice form and leave it with her assistant while she’s gone. Jordan tries her best to put in all the required hours, but she isn’t able to make up all the time and at the end of month she’s 5 hours short. She really needs to pass this class in order to continue with the nursing program, so she calls the assistant and asks her to mail/fax the form in anyway, promising herself that she’ll make up the missing time during the last five weeks of the semester. 
Is it academically honest for Jordan to ask the assistant to submit the clinical practice form at this time, since she’s going to try and make up the hours later? 
a. Yes 

b. No 

15. Attendance Sheets

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Tamara and Kendra live on the same floor at Palo Verde Main Hall and are classmates in Professor Jorgensen’s General Biology course. On the first day of class Professor Jorgensen discussed how seriously she views attendance and her course syllabus states that classroom and lab attendance accounts for 15% of the final grade. At the end of each class Professor Jorgensen distributes an attendance sheet with an alphabetical list of students enrolled in the course section; students are required to sign the box next to their name in order to gain credit for that day’s attendance. 
Tamara and Kendra study together, do well on their graded work, and attend all of the lab sessions. However, this week Tamara needs to leave early in order to attend a study session for her calculus class. During the break, she gathers her books and leaves the class, feeling relieved that Kendra has agreed to sign the attendance sheet for her. Thank goodness missing part of the class won't negatively affect her grade.

Who faces consequences if the professor finds out Tamara didn't attend the whole class? 

a. Only Tamara, since she was the one who left class early 
b. Only Kendra, since she was the one who signed Tamara's name on the sheet

c. Both Tamara and Kendra, since both were involved 

d. Neither Tamara nor Kendra, since Tamara attended most of the class and should get credit for attendance

16. Family Illness

Read the following scenario and select the response you think most accurately describes the situation. 

Rachel is a junior political science major at ASU and is enrolled for 18 hours of classes this semester. Six classes with heavy reading and writing components really stressed her out and part way through the semester she missed the deadline for one of her assignments, which lowered her grade by a few points. Based on her calculations, she's only a few points away from an A- in the class so she approaches the teacher after class and tells him that her mother was really sick during March and that helping out at home caused her to fall behind on her work. Can't he please just give her a few extra points so she can maintain her straight-A average?

Is it academically honest for Rachel to ask the teacher for extra points for reasons that aren’t academic? 
a. Yes, if her mother really was sick. 

b. Yes, since she’s only a few points away from an A.
c. No
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