Public urged tohelp -
non-profits wisely
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- Cash-strapped Valley non-profit groups are asking residents
to donate more but also warn of fraudulent requests. o
This year, donations have gone down since residents have: ~ .
less to give, leaving non-profit agencies scrambling to meet the
increasing demand for things such as food, shelter and clothing..
Butbefore making any donations, résidents should check the:
organization asking for money, said Robert Ashcraft, director of " -
the Arizona State University Lodestar Center for Philanthropy
and Non-Profit Innovation. He suggests checking organiza- "
tions with groups like the Corporation Coemmission. :

" “Patrick McWhorter, CEO of the Alliance of Arizona Non-.-
Profits, said information for any organization claiming tore- ;.
_ceive tax-deductible gifts should also be available on Guidesta- '
rorg,. Youll find information such’ as organizations’ tax infor-
mation and non-ptofit status: =7 L7 A
" “Eyery non-profit in the country has to fil with the IRS,
~which includes any organization with revenues over $25,000—
_unless they are a chur¢h,” McWhorter.said.: LT

* Always inspect non-profits with th samie-detail you would. -

-apply to any other entity desiring your money, hesaid.

People should ask, “Ifit'salocal organization; hay e they vis
ited the organization? Havethey asked to see’ar nual repor

‘Do they know if it's an active'bo;
naines-of the asso  Yesor
craft saidi e
* Researching the or :
tant, especially when.it comes 1o
“Tfyou make adonatidnto them andreport it onyour taXes, it :
_ ¢an come back to biteyou if they areﬁ’.-t'_é_'-legitirnate'.digﬁniz‘a_—'f ,
--tion,” he said. “And you're going to get hit on your faxes.”" =7
If people are uncertain about a non-profit;Asheraft said per-:
haps they should give their money to trusts and umbrelia.orga- -
. nizations that know more about the Valley’s non-profit commu-
© “If a person doesn't have alot of time but they have afield of -
interest, look at the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust'and the .
. Nina Mason Pulliam Charitable Trust funds,” Ashcraft said. *
- “They would have done some of+the heavy lifting in terms of
. scrutiny or analysis.” S A T T
~ The downside to giving to a major tivst or umbrella organi-
" zationis that they often support other well-known non-profits; -
:-not some of the more-grass-roots, and smaller groups;he said.
- ~Ultimately, McWhorter . encourages: people-to report ‘afy
“frandulent requests o the Attorney Geperals, Office o




