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By Amy Cox O’Hara
The ASU Lodestar Center for Philan-

thropy and Nonprofit Innovation has an-
nounced its role in a new fundraising 
capacity building training program for 
nonprofits that is funded by the Virginia G. 
Piper Charitable Trust.

The project grew out of a Piper Trust-
sponsored program that brought national 
fundraising expert Kay Sprinkel Grace 
to the Valley to speak to trust grantees. 
The Lodestar Center was selected by the 
Piper Trust to help create a more extensive, 
continuing program on nonprofit capacity-
building with Grace.

“Effective nonprofits today require lead-
ers who have a deep understanding of fund 
development,” says Judy Jolley Mohraz, 
the president and chief executive officer 
of Piper Trust. “Kay Sprinkel Grace is an 
expert, and the Lodestar Center is the ideal 
home for the program.”

The program will provide training for a 
cohort of nonprofit organizations, using the 
teachings of Grace, a renowned speaker, 
writer and thinker in the field of philan-
thropy and nonprofit organizational be-
havior.

“Providing knowledge and tools for non-
profit effectiveness is one of the hallmarks 

of our Center’s work,” says Robert Ash-
craft, director of the Lodestar Center and 
a professor of nonprofit studies at ASU. 
“We are delighted to partner with Kay and 
the Piper Trust to provide this important 
capacity-building resource to vital area 
nonprofits.”

The program, which is anticipated to run 
from May to January, includes a half-day 
orientation session, six 90-minute, Web-
based curriculum sessions that are custom-
ized to the organizations’ needs, follow-up 
conference calls with Grace and the services 
of a local “on-call” consultant.

Proposed topics for the sessions include:

• Mission, vision and values.
• Case development.
• Board leadership development.
• Staff leadership development.
• Planning for development and strategic 

planning.
• Prospect identification and develop-

ment, including cultivation, solicitation 
and stewardship.

Organizations must be a current or previ-
ous grantee of the Piper Trust to apply.

O’Hara, with the Lodestar Center, can be reached 
at (602) 496-0185 or amy.ohara@asu.edu.

Lodestar Center, Piper Trust create fundraising training program

Mayo Medical School 
taps 9 Barrett students 
for mini-internships

By Sarah Auffret
Nine students from Barrett, the ASU Honors College, 

will get to experience student life at the elite Mayo Medi-
cal School this summer. They are the first undergraduate 
interns chosen for the Medical Sciences Shadowing Pro-
gram at the school in Rochester, Minn., July 7-18. 

The Medical Sciences Shadowing Program is a new 
residential program especially designed to introduce pre-
medicine students from ASU’s Barrett to Mayo Medical 
School through a two-week interactive program. The 
medical school is an integral part of the Mayo Clinic 
Rochester.

“This is a wonderful chance for our students to find 
out firsthand how one of the nation’s top medical schools 
and clinics functions, and to see what being a medical 
student will actually be like,” says Mark Jacobs, Barrett’s 
dean.

As part of this paid mini-internship, students will 
be introduced to Mayo Medical School students and 
faculty, and they also will get to shadow students and 
attend formal lectures, small group discussions, case 
studies and tours of Mayo Clinic Rochester.

Following the program, the participants may be given 
the chance to continue their relationship with Mayo 
Clinic via scheduled programs and shadowing experi-
ences at both Mayo Clinic Arizona campuses.

The participants, all of whom are at least a year from 
graduation, are:

• Sara Stevens, majoring in biochemistry.
• Elizabeth Harkin, biology and society.
• Ryan Shelhamer, microbiology and psychology.
• Nicholas Stygles, biology.
• Danielle Protas, psychology.
• Rachel F. Lusk, biology and society.
• Susanna Kmiecik, microbiology.
• Stephanie Ochoa, pre-chemical engineering.
• Eric Anderson, bioengineering and biological sci-

ences.
Auffret, with Media Relations, can be reached at (480) 

965-6991 or sauffret@asu.edu.

By Laura Toussaint-Newkirk

Herberger College at Large & for Kids has opened 
enrollment for its summer camps, classes and work-
shops.

The program, which is part of ASU Herberger 
College of the Arts, offers classes for aspiring art-
ists – from serious high school arts students to adults 
and kids preschool to teen. Aspiring artists of all 
ages are encouraged to express themselves through 
classes in art, digital art, dance, music and theater. 
ASU employees and their family members receive a 
discount.

Peggy Balaberda, systems analyst for the Applied 
Learning Technology Institute, studies digital art to 
experiment with her creativity.

“I’m a very technical person, and Herberger Col-
lege at Large offers me a safe environment to start 
being creative,” Balaberda says. “I’m learning more 
about my camera, photo composition and lighting, 
and ways to enhance, change and create new im-
ages.”

ASU employees can take advantage of other 
Herberger College at Large classes for teens and 
adults in art, dance, music and theater, as well as pri-
vate instruction in all areas.

Herberger College for Kids provides preschool 
classes in art, dance and music, as well as classes in 
art, dance, music and theater for children ages 5-14. 
Children are grouped by age, and private instruction 
in all areas also is offered.

Elaine Jones, administrative associate for develop-
ment in the ASU Herberger College of Art, has been 
sending her grandsons to the Herberger College at 
Large & for Kids summer programs for years.

“The Herberger College for Kids summer program 
has greatly enriched my two grandsons’ educational 
experience and enlightened their lives,” Jones says.

Her 16-year-old grandson, Nicholas, participated 
in the Herberger College at Large Latin Jazz Work-
shop last year. She says he called it the best music 

Enrollment begins for summer arts classes

experience in his six years of playing the trumpet. 
Another grandchild, Jacob, age 11, will be returning 
for his fourth summer in the Herberger College for 
Kids art program.

“Jacob loves art, and he chooses the Herberger Col-
lege for Kids art camp as his number one choice over 
other summer camps he might attend,” Jones says.

Summer registration continues through the first 
day of class as space is available. To find out more, 
and to take advantage of the discount for ASU em-
ployees and their family members, call Herberger 
College at Large at (480) 727-0700, or visit the Web 
pages herbergercollegeatlarge.asu.edu and herberger-
collegeforkids.asu.edu.

Toussaint-Newkirk, with the Herberger College of the Arts, 
can be reached at (480) 965-8796 or laura.toussaint@asu.
edu.
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ASU employee Peggy Balaberda explores her 
creative side through a Herberger College at Large 
digital art class.

By Sarah Auffret

Three inspiring ASU professors who kin-
dle a passion for learning in their students 
have been chosen for the 13th annual Last 
Lecture Series this month. Their classes 
may be challenging and their assignments 
difficult, but they make students want to 
learn.

The honor is based on students’ nomina-
tions and the nominees’ lecture proposals, 
with the idea that professors can speak on 
any topic close to their hearts – as if it were 
the last lecture they would ever give. The 
events are free and open to the public, each 
beginning with a 7 p.m. reception and a 
7:30 p.m. talk in the Education Lecture 
Hall, room 117.

Psychology professor Peter Killeen spoke 
April 14. Claudia Mesch, an assistant pro-
fessor in the School of Art, will speak April 
22, and Thomas J. Davis, a professor of 
history, will give his speech April 29.

Killeen spoke about a theory of mind, 
comparing the thinking of Plato and Ar-
istotle. His topic was “Greek Mind, Geek 
Mind: Chaos, Complementarity, Con-
sciousness.” In Killeen’s case, the Last Lec-
ture honor is especially appropriate, since 
he will retire from ASU next year after 40 
years of teaching.

Students call on favorite professors to deliver ‘Last Lecture’

Thomas J. Davis Peter Killeen

Anthony Barnhart, the graduate student 
who nominated Killeen, said he is a Renais-
sance man who can speak intelligently on 
any topic. He cited Killeen for his hands-on 
approach to teaching, his contributions to 
the field of behavioral psychology and the 
fact that he makes it a point to get to know 
each of the students in his classes.

Mesch will talk about the power of visual 
culture in developing a sense of national 
identity, and its importance in our identi-
ties as citizens of a globalizing world. Her 
topic April 22 will be “The Paintings of 
Others: Art, Television and Identity in 
Cold War Germany,” referring to her new 
book on visual art in the era of the Berlin 
Wall.

Just as East and West Germany managed 
to differentiate themselves during conflict 

through art, other countries can do the 
same now, she says.

“National cultures during the late 20th 
century re-engineered through visual art a 
place for themselves in a changing world,” 
Mesch says. “(In Germany) there were 
points of connection and cultural exchange 
that took place between two opposing 
visual cultures and opposing political sys-
tems. I think it is important for us to re-
consider these presumably opposite visual 
cultures and the identities they helped 
create, since we are in a time of global and 
cultural conflict as profound as that of the 
Cold War.”

Three students who nominated Mesch 
called her a “dynamic speaker” with a 
“fireball mentality” who is approachable, 
knowledgeable and engaging. 

Davis will talk about the conflict between 
self and society in American culture, and 
the struggle by ASU students to define 
their personal and public lives as they dem-
onstrate on Hayden Lawn and in classroom 
discussions. His topic April 29 is “Beyond 
Me to We: Public Goods and the ‘General 
Welfare’ of the U.S. Constitution.”

“America’s traditional constitutionalism 
presents a perennial tension between the 
‘me’ and the ‘we,’ between radical indi-
vidualism and commonwealth liberalism. 

The American nation has adopted a dual 
position,” he says. “I want to reach ASU 
students and others seeking to navigate the 
dangerous and dizzying intersections of 
personal and public life.

“The search is a lifetime theme, the 
ultimate subject of any true higher educa-
tion. Especially for Americans, burdens of 
individual and national identity further 
complicate this as the glittering smooth-
ness of U.S. constitutional principles runs 
afoul of the rough texture of U.S. global 
practices.”

Jill Carle, the student who nominated 
Davis, says he has “a reputation that pre-
cedes him” for thought-provoking lectures 
and high expectations. He expects students 
to take an active part in their learning.

“Although his assignments are rigorous, 
they are the perfect accompaniment to his 
lecture style, which always leaves a student 
questioning the principles he has always 
been taught,” she says. “His courses empha-
size learning for the sake of learning and 
learning to become a better person.”

Each of the three professors will receive 
an honorarium of $500. The events are 
sponsored by ASU Campus Activities and 
Student Engagement programs.

Auffret, with Media Relations, can be reached 
at (480) 965-6991 or sauffret@asu.edu.


