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ASU plays host to Teach for America institute
More than 600 recent college graduates from across the 

United States, including about 40 from ASU, will be in 
residence on ASU’s Tempe campus June 15-July 17, par-
ticipating in Teach For America’s first Phoenix summer 
institute.

The institute is conducted by ASU.
Teach For America corps members will teach summer 

school at the Roosevelt and Agua Fria school districts in 
preparation for accepting positions as teachers next year in 
one of 29 urban and rural regions across the United States.

About 200 corps members will remain in the Valley and 
teach in Phoenix-area schools next year. Many of these 
teachers will begin a master’s program in education at the 
West campus in the fall.

The Phoenix summer institute will kick off with a recep-
tion and welcoming ceremonies featuring Wendy Kopp, 
Teach For America’s chief executive officer and founder, at 
3:30 p.m., June 16, at the Orpheum Theater in Phoenix.

The corps members will live in Hassayampa Academic 
Village and attend classes in various locations on the 
Tempe campus. A team of more than 125 Teach For 
America Institute staff will coordinate the institute and 
teach afternoon and evening courses.

Teach For America received nearly 25,000 applications 
in 2007, with more than 3,700 top college graduates se-
lected as corps members to attend one of the organization’s 
six summer institutes in Atlanta, Houston, Los Angeles, 
New York and Philadelphia, in addition to Phoenix. More 
than 160 ASU graduates applied to Teach For America 
this year, a record 85 percent increase over the number of 
2007 applicants.

Biodesign Institute taps Saunders for post
The Biodesign Institute at ASU has named Stephen 

Saunders as director of planning and control for spon-
sored projects. In this role, he will oversee key financial 
controls and business planning for the institute.

BRIEFIn
“Steve’s 25 years of experience in project management 

and process improvements will strengthen our systems,” 
says Jeffrey Darbut, director of finance and operations 
at the Biodesign Institute.

Saunders has expertise in implementing enterprise 
resource planning systems that unify multiple data 
sources and processes into one system. He previously 
was a project management consultant with Northrop 
Grumman, assisting with implementation of a plan-
ning system for building ships for the Navy, and he 
also installed a financial reporting system for a large 
equipment manufacturer. Other assignments have 
included several positions as director of information 
systems.

Saunders earned a master’s degree in business ad-
ministration from the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
in Troy, N.Y., and a bachelor’s degree in astronomy 
and physics from Williams College, in Williamstown, 
Mass., where he graduated cum laude.

Devils’ Workshop seeks participants
Staff members who play an instrument, sing, write 

poetry or present performance art are invited to partici-
pate in the Devils’ Workshop 2008, the second annual 
staff arts festival. Performances will take place at several 
lunch hours in July in Katzin Concert Hall and Organ 
Hall, with dates to be announced.

Also, artists who would like to demonstrate their 
art or craft are invited to give brief talks during lunch 
hours in July. 

Artists who wish to sell their work are invited to par-
ticipate in the 2008-2009 art sales, Nov. 19 and April 1, 
on Hayden Lawn. These two events, both from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m., are open to faculty, staff, students, alumni 
and their spouses.

For more information, contact Judith Smith at (480) 
965-4821 or jps@asu.edu, or Mary-Beth Buesgen at 
(480) 965-7092 or buesgenware@gmail.com. 

Native community earns Clean Air Award
The Gila River Indian Community is among 11 na-

tional winners in the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s eighth annual Clean Air Excellence Awards.

The community’s Department of Environmental 
Quality Air Quality Program was named tops in Regu-
latory/Policy Innovations for developing the first tribal 
air-quality management program.

The program, enacted by the Gila River Indian Com-
munity Council in December 2006, has been called a 
national model for tribes.

According to the EPA, the plan significantly reduces 
emissions by establishing regulatory requirements for 
stationary and area sources that didn’t exist, and setting 
up three air-quality monitoring stations in the com-
munity, where concentrations of air pollutants are mea-
sured for comparison against national standards. The 
plan also contains a detailed preconstruction permitting 
program for non-major sources of air pollution that 
enables the community to regulate the construction and 
modification of such sources.

Pat Mariella, director of the American Indian Policy 
Institute at ASU, was executive director of the commu-
nity’s Department of Environmental Quality when the 
program was developed.

“I am thrilled that the department was selected for 
this national award,” Mariella says.

Weight Watchers offers summer session
Weight Watchers, in conjunction with the Employee 

Wellness Program, will offer a summer session that be-
gins June 17 and ends Aug. 19.

Participants will meet in the College of Design (north 
building) room 64, from 11:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

The cost is $100 for the employee’s initial 10-week 
session. Each additional 10-week session is $90.

For more information, or to register, employees can 
attend any session.

Senior’s ad takes 
public service 
contest crown

By Maribel Pena
Tell people the facts.
That’s the idea Joseph Clay developed 

to win first prize in the Public Service 
Announcements for International Disas-
ters (PSAid) contest.

Clay, a graphic design senior, is the first 
student from ASU to place in the con-
test – or even become a finalist, for that 
matter. For his first-place finish in the 
print category, Clay received $6,000 and 
could have the ad distributed nationally 
to newspapers and magazines.

This is the first year that the contest 
included a print category where students 
had to create an 8-by-10-inch ad to best 
illustrate PSAid’s “Cash is Best” message. 
This message was created to help spread 
the word to reduce the amount of inap-
propriate donations.

Clay’s ad can be seen at the Web site 
www.psaid.org/Prints/Images/24bc3519-
e620-44c2-b447-31e8da54e28f.jpg.

The ad featured a photo border of 
disaster victims and a mock-up of a nu-
trition facts label. The label highlighted 
key facts about the importance of cash 
donations, which directly help disaster 
victims, help eliminate transportation 
costs and help stimulate local economies.

PSAid is a public service announce-
ment (PSA) contest for U.S.-based 
college and university students. It seeks 
entries of broadcast and print PSAs that 
explain the importance of international 
disaster relief and build support for in-
ternational disaster relief work done by 
well-established, U.S.-based international 
disaster relief organizations. 

PSAid is sponsored by the Center for 
International Disaster Information. For 
more information, visit the PSAid Web 
site www.psaid.org.

Pena, with Media Relations, can be 
reached at (480) 965-3502 or maribel.
pena@asu.edu.

By Chakris Kussalanant
For two weeks, 36 high school students from across Arizona and the 

nation will meet with local media professionals to learn about the craft 
– and challenges – of producing news. It’s all part of ASU’s inaugural 
Summer Journalism Institute and the Summer Broadcast Institute, 
both outreach programs from the Cronkite School of Journalism and 
Mass Communication.

The students will work in two groups. Twenty of the students will be 
working with the State Press to design and publish a newspaper, while 
the remaining 16 will produce two broadcast projects with the help of 
Eight/KAET-TV staff and ASU’s journalism faculty.

Students will receive hands-on training in the workshops, which are 
complemented with presentations by local professionals and faculty 
addressing industry issues, including ethics, opinion writing and busi-
ness management.

“We hope the students take back their experience to their own high 
school journalism and media programs to help improve and also in-
spire fellow students,” says Anita Luera, director of the High School 
Journalism Institute. “We also hope they will consider attending the 
Cronkite school after they graduate from high school.”

Most of the 36 students participating in the two institutes are still 
juniors and seniors in high school, but many already have their sights 
on coming to ASU.

One of those students is Erica Rodriguez, 18, who graduated from 
Sunrise Mountain High School in Peoria this summer and has been 
accepted into the Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication. She will begin coursework this August in the school’s new 

By Amy Cox O’Hara

Three ASU American Humanics (AH) stu-
dents have been awarded Next Generation Non-
profit Leaders Program (NextGen) scholarships.

Jessica Brzuskiewicz, Korbi Adams and Megan 
Pfleiger each will receive $4,500 from NextGen 
as part of a multiple-year Kellogg Foundation 
Grant to American Humanics Inc. to support 
students across the American Humanics campus 
affiliate network.

The NextGen scholarships support costs as-
sociated with the students’ senior internships in 
nonprofits.

• Adams, from Olympia, Wash., is interning 
with the Philadelphia Orchestra. Adams, who is 
the former American Humanics Student Asso-
ciation vice president of operations, parliamentar-
ian and Ironman volunteer captain, is interested 
in education and community outreach for an 
orchestra.

• Brzuskiewicz, from Fountain Hills, Ariz., is 

interning with the American Cancer Society of 
Portland, Ore. She is the former American Hu-
manics Student Association department chair for 
fundraising, and she is interested in working in 
human services or community outreach.

• Pfleiger, of Chandler, Ariz., is interning as a 
development intern working on a major fund-
raising event with the Aperture Foundation in 
New York. She is the current American Human-
ics Student Association parliamentarian, and she 
hopes to work for an arts-based or faith-based 
nonprofit in fundraising or special events.

“The financial resources necessary to complete 
an unpaid or low-paying internship out of state 
is very challenging,” says Stacey Freeman, senior 
program coordinator for ASU AH. “This schol-
arship helps bridge that financial gap – and, in 
turn, all three students were able to pursue an 
internship with an organization that they are 
passionate about.”

Since the establishment of the NextGen pro-
gram, ASU AH students have received $45,000 

in NextGen scholarships in support of their 
efforts. Nonprofits at which NextGen awardees 
have interned contributed $24,600 in match 
monies, providing $69,600 in total monies for 
these emerging leaders.

“Our AH students at ASU have competed 
most favorably for NextGen scholarships in the 
past and this round of awards is no different,” 
said Robert Ashcraft, director of the Lodestar 
Center and professor of nonprofit studies in the 
university’s School of Community Resources 
and Development. “Our students are of the high-
est caliber as they blend their passion for improv-
ing the social condition with core competencies 
in nonprofit leadership and management. The 
Kellogg Foundation is wise to invest in Ameri-
can Humanics students like Korbi, Megan and 
Jessica, because these are just the sort of change-
makers our world needs.”

Cox O’Hara, with the Lodestar Center, can be 
reached at (602) 496-0185 or amy.ohara@asu.
edu.

Emerging nonprofit leaders earn scholarships

Future journalists hone skills at 2 ASU institutes
Reynolds Institute makes way to ASU

From June 15-27, the Cronkite School will play host to one 
of three High School Journalism Reynolds Institutes con-
ducted by the American Society of Newspaper Editors this 
summer.

About three dozen journalism advisers and teachers from 
across the country will spend these two weeks at the univer-
sity in an intensive journalism training program.

building at the ASU Downtown Phoenix campus.
“Learning every day about journalism has really showed me that this 

is my passion, and that I really want to do this for the rest of my life,” 
she says. “The experience of the institute has motivated me to be ready 
and put everything forward to achieve this goal.”

Rodriguez wants to pursue a career in print journalism and hopes 
one day to become a columnist for Newsweek, Rolling Stone or Vanity 
Fair.

The Summer Broadcast Institute receives funding from the Arizona 
Broadcasters Association, the Scripps Howard Foundation and the 
Southwest Regional Chapter of the National Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, and the Cronkite School.

The Summer Journalism Institute receives financial support from 
the Arizona Newspapers Association, the Chauncey Foundation and 
the Cronkite School.

Kussalanant, with Media Relations, can be reached at (480) 727-9181 
or chakris.kussalanant@asu.edu.


