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ASU serves as host for education conference
ASU educators will focus on the positives, and share 

stories of academic and community success, at a national 
conference Feb. 20-21 in downtown Phoenix.

The Office of Vice President for Education Partnerships 
(VEPE), located on ASU’s Downtown Phoenix campus, 
is serving as the host for the “What Works” National 
Conference at the Hyatt Regency, located at 122 N. 
Second St. in Phoenix. More than 150 expert educators 
from about 60 colleges and universities nationwide will 
discuss educational approaches, strategies, and programs 
and partnerships at their respective institutions.

Founded in 2003, the VEPE’s mission is to strategi-
cally engage in efforts that will enhance the academic 
performance of Arizona’s students, and collaborate with 
community and corporate entities to take advantage of 
the power of combined resources. The result has been the 
establishment of five formal partnerships, three develop-
ing partnerships involving more than 20 ASU academic 
units, 60 faculty members and 18 school districts.

For more information, call (480) 965-3538 or visit the 
Web site http://educationpartnerships.asu.edu.

Student poster display runs Feb. 23-March 4
Students working on their master’s degrees in nonprof-

its studies (MNpS) who enroll in the NLM 620 capstone 
class, titled “Critical Issues in Nonprofit Management,” 
are required to complete a final capstone report syn-
thesizing their knowledge of a critical issue facing the 
nonprofit sector.

Capstone reports provide an overview of the issue, how 
it affects nonprofit organizations and recommendations 
to nonprofit executives for managing the issue in their 
organizations.

MNpS students in last fall’s capstone class created 
poster representations of their reports for display at the 
ASU Lodestar Center’s 16th annual Nonprofit Confer-
ence on Sustainability Strategies in December. The 
posters will be on display for a limited showing Feb. 23-
March 4 on the second-floor mezzanine of the University 
Center at ASU’s Downtown Phoenix campus.

For more information on the MNpS program, visit the 
Web site http://nonprofit.asu.edu.

Speech to examine cyberspace ‘heaven’
Star Trek fans recognize space as “the final frontier.” 

But author Margaret Wertheim suggests that space also 
might be the “new heaven.”

In a free 12:15 p.m. lecture at ASU Feb. 23, titled 
“Body and Soul as Aspects of Being: From Dante to 
the Internet,” Wertheim will trace the evolution of the 
concept of space in science, religion and the imagination 
– and reveal how some people now view cyberspace as a 
new resting place for human beings.

In her book, “The Pearly Gates of Cyberspace: A His-
tory of Space from Dante to the Internet,” Wertheim 
says: “Indeed, many cyber-fantasies imply that in the end 
we will not need physical bodies at all, for we will be able 
to reconstruct ourselves totally in cyberspace.”

The lecture will take place in the Great Hall of the Col-
lege of Law, and it is sponsored by the Center for the Study 
of Religion and Conflict. For more information, call (480) 
727-6736 or visit the Web site http://csrc.asu.edu/events.

The talk is part of the Templeton Research Lectures at 
ASU, themed “Facing the Challenges of Transhuman-
ism: Religion, Science and Technology,” sponsored by the 
Metanexus Institute and John Templeton Foundation. For 
more information on the Templeton Research Lectures, 
visit the Web site www.asu.edu/transhumanism.

3rd annual Beowulf Symposium nears
Beowulf is back. But, then again, he’s never gone away.
Some best-selling authors today – particularly poets – would be 

thrilled with the longevity of this epic poem, which was written 
sometime around the late 10th century or early 11th century.

Scholars and lovers of Beowulf, hero of the Geats, are invited 
to gather Feb. 27-28 for the third annual Beowulf Symposium, 
sponsored by the ASU Department of English, the English Club 
and the Arizona Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies. 
The symposium includes student performances, a lecture, and 
an epic reading of the epic.

The symposium begins Feb. 27 with “Beowulf in Bits: 
Student Performances,” featuring Cora Fox’s English 221 
class, Robert Bjork’s English 531 class, and students from 
Fountain Hills Middle School, Veritas Preparatory Academy 
and James Sandoval Preparatory High School, from noon to 
3 p.m. in the Memorial Union’s Pima Auditorium.

Following the performances, Bjork will give a lecture from 3 
p.m. to 4 p.m., also in the Pima Auditorium, titled “The Many 
Guises of Beowulf (and Grendel, too).”

The symposium concludes with “An Epic Event: A Commu-

nal Reading of ‘Beowulf’ in Old and Modern English,” from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m. Feb. 28 at Bob’s Mead Hall (Bjork’s home).

In the poem, Beowulf, a hero of the Geats, battles three an-
tagonists: Grendel, who has been attacking the mead hall in 
Denmark called Heorot and its inhabitants; Grendel’s mother; 
and, later in life after returning to Geatland (modern southern 
Sweden) and becoming a king, he fights an unnamed dragon. 
Beowulf is fatally wounded in the final battle, and after his death 
he is buried in a barrow in Geatland by his retainer.

Those wishing to attend the “Epic Event” should send an 
R.S.V.P. via e-mail to heather.maring@asu.edu.

Crime prevention seminar set for March 3
ASU Police Department officers will conduct a crime preven-

tion seminar March 3 for faculty, staff and students at the uni-
versity’s New College (formerly the West campus).

The discussion, organized to provide education and informa-
tion about crime prevention strategies, safety awareness, and the 
resources available to ensure a safe learning and working envi-
ronment, gets under way at noon in La Sala A in the University 
Center Building (UCB).

The seminar is sponsored by the New College Public Safety 
Advisory Committee.

“This is the fourth year we have presented this important 
information relative to safety and prevention,” says ASU’s 
New College Cmdr. Michael Thompson. “It’s important for 
the campus community to be informed and to understand 
the role each one of us plays in our own safety. The better 
informed we are about crime prevention and the ways we 
can ensure a safer learning and working environment, the 
greater impact we can have on reducing the chances of being 
victimized.”

The seminar has been modified over the years to attract a 
larger campus audience, and the information shared by officers 
is specific to the campus community.

The 90-minute seminar will include a question-answer session 
that will allow attendees to ask questions or raise concerns they 
might have about campus safety and security.

Materials and promotional literature will be available, and light 
refreshments will be served.

Additional information is available by calling (602) 543-
3450.

Lecture focuses spotlight on desert foods
The Deer Valley Rock Art Center, an archaeology museum 

located in northwest Phoenix, will be the site of a lecture from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m., March 7, that will focus on many of the foods 
eaten by Native Americans and other desert populations.

The lecture, by Colleen O’Brien, will include methods for 
gathering, preparing, and storing these foods. Changes in wild 
food knowledge and diet also will be discussed, including some 
of the current effects of delocalization of food on regional health 
issues.

O’Brien is an environmental anthropologist, and her research 
interests involve the dynamics of culture change, cultural food-
ways, and conservation and sustainability, particularly in the 
desert Southwest.

O’Brien, who received her doctorate in anthropology from 
the University of Georgia, is a visiting lecturer in ASU’s School 
of Human Evolution and Social Change. She teaches courses 
in food and culture, cultural anthropology, and ecological and 
environmental anthropology.

The event is free, and everyone is welcome. For more details, 
call (623) 582-8007 or visit the Web site www.asu.edu/clas/
shesc/dvrac.

Junior faculty fellowship nominations open
The Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, in its ef-

forts to promote entrepreneurship at U.S. universities, 
has opened the nomination period for the Kauffman Ju-
nior Faculty Fellowship in Entrepreneurship Research.

This annual program recognizes junior faculty mem-
bers who are beginning to establish a record of scholar-
ship, and who exhibit the potential to make significant 
contributions to the body of research in the field of 
entrepreneurship.

The Kauffman Foundation will award up to five fel-
lowships to junior faculty members from universities 
across the United States. Each fellow’s university will 
receive a grant of $50,000 over two years to support the 
research activities of the fellow.

Nominations will be accepted online up to 11 a.m. 
Arizona time, March 9.

To see the complete call for nominations, including 
submission guidelines, visit the Web site www.kauffman.
org/kjff. All questions can be directed via e-mail to to 
kjff@kauffman.org.

Loo tapped as ASU’s deputy general counsel
Lisa Loo has been appointed ASU’s deputy general 

counsel. Her appointment took effect Jan. 1.

Loo joined ASU’s Office of General Counsel in 1993 
as associate general counsel, focusing on commercial 
transactions, real estate, procurement, financings, immi-
gration, special projects and international matters.

She was appointed senior associate general counsel in 
2007.

As deputy general counsel, Loo will have administra-
tive responsibilities as well as the authority to act in the 
general counsel’s absence, as appropriate.

Before joining ASU, Loo was in private practice for 
eight years. She obtained her law degree from the Uni-
versity of Virginia in 1985, and her undergraduate degree 
from Fordham University in 1982.

Loo is active in community and State Bar of Arizona 
activities, and she was the recipient of the 2008 State Bar 
of Arizona award for advancing opportunities for minori-
ties and women in the legal profession.

Anthology includes Rosen’s short story
A short story by Corie Rosen, director of the academic 

support program at ASU’s Sandra Day O’Connor Col-
lege of Law, recently was published in the book “Pow-
wow: Charting the Fault Lines in the American Experi-
ence – Short Fiction from Then to Now.”

The book, published by Da Capo Press, includes 
Rosen’s short story, “The Funeral.”

Rosen has a bachelor’s degree in English literature 
and theater from the University of California-Berkeley, 
where she received the H. Hill Award for excellence in 
English literature and the Barestage Award for superior 
dramaturgy.

She received a law degree from the University of 
California-Los Angeles, where she was one of the first 
graduates of the school’s Entertainment Law and Media 
Policy Program.

Her work has been featured on National Public Radio 
and has appeared in a variety of publications, including 
nationally distributed anthologies.

ASU’s Denhardt receives leadership award
Robert Denhardt, director of the ASU School of Public 

Affairs, recently received the new Associate Award for 
Excellence in Leadership from the Arizona City-County 
Management Association, or ACMA.

He was honored for his leadership in addressing issues 
that contribute to improving the quality of public admin-
istration in local government.

Denhardt was presented with the award Feb. 6 at an 
ACMA conference in Sedona.

Also during this event, two School of Public Affairs 
graduate students earned scholarships. Daniel Ortiz-
Hernandez was awarded the Charles A. Esser scholar-
ship, and Joseph Brehm received the Marvin A. Andrews 
scholarship.

No spots left for retirees association trip
The ASU Retirees Association (ASURA) travel com-

mittee has announced that its trip to Canyon de Chelly 
April 13-15 is full.

The committee has some great trips being organized 
for next year, and members are urged to watch for an-
nouncements. A survey also will be distributed soon to 
members to assess travel interests and destinations.

For more information, contact either Bill Stasi, chair, 
at william.stasi@asu.edu or Gary Anderson at gwander@
asu.edu.

Symposium highlights Canalscape project
Historians, planners, urban designers, engineers, at-

torneys, architects, artists, policy makers and developers 
gathered Feb. 6 at the Canalscape symposium on ASU’s 
Downtown Phoenix campus to discuss the potential for 
one of the region’s most important pieces of critical in-
frastructure: the canals.

Under the direction of Nan Ellin, director of the urban 
and metropolitan studies program in the School of Pub-
lic Affairs, the Canalscape project is exploring the pos-
sibility of an authentic, sustainable desert urbanism for 
metropolitan Phoenix comprising vital urban hubs where 
canals meet major streets.

A Canalscape workshop run by Ellin is under way, with 
22 students from 10 different programs across ASU, in 
tandem with a studio of 15 additional students from the 
University of Colorado taught by landscape architect 
Lori Catalano.

The event was co-conducted by ASU’s urban and 
metropolitan studies program, and the Global Institute 
of Sustainability, in conjunction with other ASU and 
community partners.

For more information about Canalscape, contact Ellin 
via e-mail at nan.ellin@asu.edu.
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