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The College of Public Programs played 
host to a celebration dinner March 7 that 
marked the naming of the Lodestar Cen-
ter for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Inno-
vation, formerly the Center for Nonprofit 
Leadership and Management.

The ASU Lodestar Center exists to 
advance nonprofit leadership practice 
so that organizations can better achieve 
their mission. For more information, visit 
the Web site www.asu.edu/copp/
nonprofit/index_lodestar.htm.

To suggest a Web site to be profiled 
in ASU Insight, send the site address to 
asuinsight@asu.edu.

ASU on the Web

ASU President Michael Crow 
took his talk of change for higher 
education to Washington, D.C., 
April 3-4 to deliver the eighth an-
nual Sackler 
Lecture, 
which is 
part of the 
National 
Academy 
of Sciences 
Sackler Col-
loquium.

Crow 
spoke about 
the inherent 
role of uni-
versities and their need for change 
at this time during the colloquia on 
“Linking Knowledge with Acton 
for Sustainable Development.”

If ever there was a time to 
change the way we operate, now 
is that time as we tackle the enor-
mous issue of sustainability on our 
planet, he said.

“We have intellectually come full 
circle to what our pre-organized 
science and pre-university ancestors 
knew all along – that our collec-
tive relationship with our natural 
environment requires that we think 
at scale and across time,” Crow 
said. “Universities, because of their 
ability to create new knowledge 
across numerous dimensions and 
their role in creating the general 
state of knowledge that serves as 
the basis for most major decisions 
regarding our scientific and tech-
nological understanding of nature, 
possess a unique responsibility to 
advance their design in as creative, 
innovative and thoughtful a way 
possible.”

Crow was invited to give the 
Sackler Lecture, which is featured 
at the end of the first day of the 
colloquium. The Sackler Col-
loquium addresses an advanced 
scientific topic of broad interest, 
usually cutting across two more 
traditional disciplines. It provides a 
novel opportunity for up to 250 
leading researchers in a rapidly de-
veloping field to meet and interact. 

Sackler scholar

By Joe Caspermeyer

The common baker’s yeast 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae not 
only is a daily dietary staple es-
sential for making bread, beer 
and wine, but for scientists it’s 
also provided a bounty of an-
swers to pivotal questions in 
biology.

Now, a scientific team from 
the Cold Spring Harbor Labo-
ratory (CSHL), Stony Brook 
University, and ASU’s Biode-
sign Institute has found a vital 
missing link for the regulation 

of genes essential for cell me-
tabolism.

The team, led by CSHL pro-
fessor Leemor Joshua-Tor and 
co-author Stephen Albert John-
ston of ASU’s Biodesign Insti-
tute, announced a new and un-
expected wrinkle in a story they 
thought they understood about 
how yeast cells, through the 
action of genes, adjust their me-
tabolism in response to changes 
in their sources of food. The 
team’s findings were published 
recently in the journal Science.

Adapting to new 
energy sources

Yeast has proven to be a use-
ful genetic model for research-
ers when considering subtle 
influences on gene expression 
that also are found in higher 
organisms. Such research has 
implications for efforts to un-
derstand natural processes such 
as aging and disease states in-
cluding cancer.

“S. cerevisiae, or common 
baker’s yeast, can use any num-

ber of different types of sugar 
molecules for energy produc-
tion,” Joshua-Tor says. “Impor-
tantly, the yeast cell can rapidly 
respond to changes in its nutri-
tional environment by altering 
the expression of specific genes 
that allow it to make use of 
those different energy sources.”

The study focused on the 
ability of yeast to metabolize a 
simple sugar called galactose. 
Johnston, a professor in ASU’s 
School of Life Sciences who 

ASU researchers rise to the occasion for yeast study
Scientists discover vital missing link for regulation of genes essential for cell metabolism

ASU student’s 
activism record 
lands Truman 
Scholarship

By Sarah Auffret
For the second year in a row, an ASU 

student has won a Truman Scholarship, 
the nation’s highest undergraduate leader-
ship award. The $30,000 award is given to 
about 65 college juniors 
each year who show 
outstanding leadership 
potential and intend to 
pursue careers in public 
service.

Devin Mauney, a ju-
nior in economics from 
Tucson, hopes to use the 
award to enter a joint 
program at Harvard in 
law and public policy. 

Mauney has long been a precocious and 
inquisitive student who doesn’t stand on 
the sidelines. In high school he ran for the 
Tucson school board when he was barely 
18, because he thought the board was be-
coming disconnected with what was going 
on in the classroom. 

“As a student, I thought I could change 
that,” he says. “I lost, but I was able to af-
fect the debate.”

That same year, he became the young-
est member of a national commission for 
the United Methodist Church. As a board 
member, he got involved with Nothing But 
Nets, an organization providing mosquito 
netting to protect African children from 
malaria. He addressed an international 
gathering of young people, traveled to Zim-
babwe and began raising funds.

All this took place before he arrived at 

Devin Mauney
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Cleaning crew
ASU CARES volunteers gathered March 29 to clear brush, pick up trash and spruce up 
Cave Creek Wash Thunderbird Park at Thunderbird Road and 23rd Avenue in Phoenix. 
Volunteers included students, faculty and staff members from ASU and people who 
live in the surrounding neighborhood. Workers – 217 people registered for ASU Cares 
– toiled along a half-mile stretch of the wash and worked to fill eight Dumpsters with 
waste. Four chippers were brought in to compact the brush that was collected. 

By Nikki Staab and Jenny Green

Scientists from around the world have recon-
structed changes in Earth’s ancient ocean chem-
istry during a broad sweep of geological time, 
from about 2.5 billion years ago to 500 million 
years ago. They have discovered that a deficiency 
of oxygen and the heavy metal molybdenum in 
the ancient deep ocean may have delayed the 
evolution of animal life on Earth for nearly 2 
billion years.

The findings, which appeared in the March 
27 issue of Nature, come as no surprise to Ariel 
Anbar, one of the authors of the study and an 
associate professor at ASU with joint appoint-

ments in the Department of Chemistry and 
Biochemistry, and the School of Earth and Space 
Exploration in the College of Liberal Arts and 
Sciences.

The study was led by Clint Scott, a gradu-
ate student at University of California-Riverside 
(UCR). Scott works with Timothy Lyons, a 
professor of biogeochemistry at UCR who is a 
longtime collaborator of Anbar’s – and an author 
of the paper.

“Clint’s data are an important new piece in 
a puzzle we’ve been trying to solve for many 
years,” Anbar says. “Tim and I have suspected 

By Sarah Auffret

In a striking confirmation that 
ASU is now among the best pub-
lic schools in the nation, U.S. 
News & World Report has ranked 
graduate programs in three ASU 
colleges and schools in its top tier, 
among the top 25 in the nation. 
In the new issue of America’s Best 
Graduate Schools 2009:

• The W. P. Carey MBA pro-
gram is ranked 22nd overall, 
and No. 8 among public uni-
versities.

• The ASU School of Public 
Affairs graduate program ranked 

25th nationally among nearly 300 
schools considered in the report, 
and among the top 15 publics.

• The Mary Lou Fulton Col-
lege of Education ranks 25th for 
its graduate program, and 16th 
among public universities. 

The Carey School is one of just 
five schools in the West ranked in 
the top 25, among more than 450 
accredited business schools in the 
United States. The other Western 
schools are Stanford, the Univer-
sity of California-Berkeley, UCLA 
and USC. ASU’s supply chain 
specialty ranked third nationally.

The School of Public Affairs 
is also one of five schools in the 
West ranked in the top 25, with 
the others being UC-Berkeley, 
USC, UCLA and Washington. 
The urban management program 
ranked sixth and public adminis-
tration eighth.

Six out of nine specialty educa-
tion programs within the Fulton 
College ranked in the top 20 in 
the nation. These include educa-
tion policy, educational psychol-
ogy, curriculum and instruction, 
secondary teacher education, el-
ementary teacher education and 

student counseling-personnel ser-
vices.

In addition, the School of Crim-
inology and Criminal Justice in 
the College of Human Services 
ranked 16th in the nation. Other 
graduate programs ranked include 
fine arts, 30; Earth sciences, 31; 
engineering, 45; and law, 52. 

While nursing colleges and col-
leges of design weren’t included 
in this year’s rankings, the ASU 
College of Nursing & Healthcare 
Innovation ranked No. 32 of 396 
graduate programs last year. And 
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Team studies delay of life on Earth

ASU grad schools soar in U.S. News rankings


