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Retired Faculty Wives/Women’s Club to meet
Americans soon could be dining on delicious dishes of green 

algae and driving cars powered in part by a biofuel refined from 
algae, according to professor Mark Edwards of the Morrison 
School of Agribusiness on ASU’s Polytechnic Campus.

Edwards claims that a growing shortage of the world’s tradi-
tional food products will inspire an appetite for algae, often seen 
as the green gunk contaminating Arizona’s swimming pools. At 
the same time, scientists will begin reconstituting that same algae 
– one of the tiniest and oldest plants on earth – into a variety of 
high-energy liquid fuels for transportation.

Edwards will discuss these and other aspects of algae cultiva-
tion at noon, Oct. 13, at the first fall meeting of the ASU Retired 
Faculty Wives/Faculty Women’s Club. All ASU retired women 
faculty, as well as the wives or widows of retired ASU faculty 
members, are invited to attend this and future luncheon-talks at 
Tempe’s Shalimar Country Club, 2032 E. Golf Ave., the second 
Monday of each month through May.

Topics scheduled will touch on science and religion, classical 
music versus rock and roll, an illustrated tour of the world’s great 
deserts, and an exploration of “Who Are You Really?”

For reservations to hear Edwards, or to attend other luncheon 
talks, call (480) 967-5228 or send an e-mail to annpatterson@
cox.net.

Moot court competition to take place at ASU
Practicing lawyers, judges, community volunteers and ASU 

undergrads will judge a moot court competition between law 
students Oct. 13-16 at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of 
Law. The free event will take place from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. each 
night in the Armstrong Hall’s Steptoe & Johnson Rotunda on 
ASU’s Tempe campus. The event is sponsored by the college’s 
executive moot court board.

For more information, contact Nicole Hartley at (510) 610-
2672 or nhart@asu.edu.

Law student association welcomes Pochoda
The Chicano/Latino Law Student Association will play host 

to Dan Pochoda, legal director of the American Civil Liberties 
Union, from 12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m., Oct. 14.

This free event will be held at the Sandra Day O’Connor 
College of Law, in room 118 of Armstrong Hall on the Tempe 
campus.

For more information, e-mail Javier Grajeda at javier.grajeda@
asu.edu.

Symposium studies gaming act’s impact
A balanced 20-year retrospective of the successes, failures and 

impact of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) of 1988 
will be examined at the “Indian Country’s Winning Hand: 20 
Years of IGRA” symposium.

The symposium will take Oct. 16-17, at Radisson Fort Mc-
Dowell Resort & Casino, located at 10438 N. Fort McDowell 
Road in Scottsdale. Sign-in begins at 7 a.m., Oct. 16, with sym-
posium lectures and discussion beginning at 8 a.m. and ending 
at 5 p.m. each day.

A Pathbreakers Banquet will also take place Oct. 16 at the 
Radisson Fort McDowell Resort & Casino to honor six individ-
uals for their contributions to gaming in Indian Country. Early 
registrants wishing to attend the conference receive price breaks.

For more information, and to register, contact Darlene Lester 
at (480) 965-7715 or darlene.lester@asu.edu.

Sessions detail ASU’s doctorate in education
Individuals interested in pursuing the doctoral degree in 

leadership and innovation offered by ASU’s College of Teacher 

BRIEFIn
Education and Leadership (CTEL) can meet with faculty and 
current students at one of three upcoming information sessions: 
Oct. 23, Nov. 13 and Dec. 4.

All three sessions will take place from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. in 
the Faculty/Staff Lounge, room 201, of the University Center 
Building on ASU’s West campus. Light refreshments will be 
served.

The sessions are identical, so there is no need to attend more 
than one.

R.S.V.P.s are requested at (602) 543-6358 or ctelquestions@
asu.edu.

CTEL’s doctorate in leadership and innovation is designed 
for working professional educators. The next group of students 
admitted to the three-year program, which holds its classes on 
ASU’s West campus, will begin their studies in the summer of 
2009. The application deadline is Jan. 31.

Geriatric conference attracts full house
ASU’s College of Nursing & Healthcare Innovation attracted 

a full house to its inaugural Invitational Geriatric Conference 
titled Healthy Outcomes in Aging held recently at ASU’s West 
campus.

More than 100 geriatric clinical nurses, nursing educators and 
other health care professionals attended the program.

According to Colleen Keller, ASU Foundation Professor in 
Women’s Health, the conference achieved its goal of stimulating 
discussion in the interdisciplinary aspects of promoting healthy 
aging in the Southwest, especially the Phoenix metropolitan 
area.

Karen Marek, a noted national expert on health care for 
older adults and professor and director of the Self-Management 
Science Center at the College of Nursing at the University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee, served as keynote speaker for the confer-
ence. She spoke on “Enhancing Self-Management in Chroni-
cally Older Adults.”

Lodestar Center probes charitable behavior
The ASU Lodestar Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit 

Innovation has released the “2008 Arizona Giving and Volun-
teering Report,” a summary of data from a random-digit-dialing 
telephone survey of 1,100 Arizona resident households conducted 
in the summer of 2007.

The report offers detailed results of the charitable behavior of 
Arizona residents and also discloses specific charitable behaviors 
for Arizona’s Hispanic population.

“An analysis of community quality of life indicators is in-
complete without studying philanthropy: the giving of time, 
money and know-how to causes people care about,” says Robert 
Ashcraft, director of the ASU LodestarCenter and a professor 
of nonprofit studies in ASU’s School of Community Resources 
and Development. “This timely study of household level philan-
thropy can assist nonprofits to refine their development efforts, 
raise money more efficiently, and use volunteers more effectively, 
thereby enabling a vibrant social sector that improves the quality 
of life in communities.”

This is the second Arizona Giving and Volunteering Report 
the ASU Lodestar Center has produced and distributed. The 
first report was released in 2003.

The free publication can be downloaded in .pdf form at 
http://nonprofit.asu.edu or by calling the center at (602) 496-
0500.

Participants sought for focus groups
A group of ASU graduate students in the Hugh Downs School 

of Human Communication is conducting a study of issues of 
work life, family life, and political perceptions of professional 
men and women.

The students are looking for professional men and women 

older than 18 to participate in focus groups and complete a short 
survey in regard to their opinions of political figures such as 
Sarah Palin and Hillary Clinton, and their personal experiences 
of work, family and politics.

The focus groups will take place in ASU’s Stauffer Hall from 
7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m., Oct. 16, 23 and 30.

Those who are interested in participating, or who need more 
information, can send an e-mail to asucampaignstudy@gmail.
com. Contact information and the date of the focus group 
that the person would like to attend should be included in the 
e-mail.

Schriro, staff earn prison-reform award
Dora Schriro, an adjunct professor at ASU’s Sandra Day 

O’Connor College of Law and director of the Arizona Depart-
ment of Corrections, recently accepted an award from Harvard 
University’s Ash Institute for Democratic Governance and In-
novation.

Schriro and her staff received a 2008 Innovations in American 
Government Award for its “Getting Ready: Keeping Communi-
ties Safe in 2004” initiative.

The statewide program exposes inmates to a structured envi-
ronment similar to the outside world, with real-world workdays, 
leisure activities, progressive decision-making and earned op-
portunities.

The goal of the program, which provides incentives and earned 
privileges for good behavior, is to empower inmates to take con-
trol of their lives, according to the department.

Wosinski earns outstanding educator award
The Society for Community Research and Action’s Council of 

Education Programs (CEP) recently honored ASU psychology 
faculty member Marek P. Wosinski as the second recipient of the 
CEP’s Outstanding Educator Award.

The purpose of the Outstanding Educator Award is to 
recognize an SCRA member who has made exemplary and 
innovative contributions to the education of students about 
community psychology and community research and ac-
tion.

Engineering professor earns $320,000 grant
Cun-Zheng Ning, a professor in ASU’s Department of Elec-

trical Engineering, has been awarded a three-year, $320,000 
grant from the Army Research Office to develop nanophotonics 
materials and devices. His team will work on developing spatially 
composition graded nanowire materials, as well as develop de-
vices using such materials.

Nanowire materials have a wide range of applications, from 
full spectrum photovoltaic devices, solid-state lighting and 
spectrometer-on-a-chip, to tunable nanolasers.

The photovoltaic devices based on the nanowire materials will 
potentially lead to ultra-high-efficiency solar energy conversion. 
Spectrometer-on-a-chip technology will enable development of 
an extremely compact integrated system to replace bulky spec-
trometers for detection and sensing.

The ability to engineer alloy composition of nanowires will 
lead to color-by-design (or arbitrary color synthesis) for lighting 
and displays. Tunable lasers can be used for chip-based tele-
communication systems for high-bandwidth communication 
that drives Internet traffic, or for multiple-agent detections and 
multicolor displays.

This is the latest major support for Ning’s nanophotonics 
research team, which now totals $1.3 million and includes fund-
ing from the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
the Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency and Science 
Foundation Arizona.

“Our proposal was built on the legacy of the 
1999-2004 ASU NAI team, led by professor Jack 
Farmer,” Anbar says. “ASU developed a strong 
reputation in the astrobiology community dur-
ing those years, in large measure because of the 
activities of that team. That reputation helped 
attract some of us to ASU. It certainly attracted 
me.”

“Few scientific questions capture the imagina-
tion like studies of the origin of life,” says Kip 
Hodges, director of the school. “Such research is 
central to the mission of the School of Earth and 
Space Exploration. Many of our faculty members 
have been involved in these efforts for years, and 
it is gratifying to see their contributions recog-
nized through this award.”

The ASU team is joined by researchers from 
partner institutions and centers, including the 
University of California-Riverside; the Univer-
sity of California-Merced; Rice University; the 
University of Illinois-Chicago; NASA’s Goddard 

Space Flight Center; the Australian Centre for 
Astrobiology at the University of New South 
Wales; and the National Autonomous University 
of Mexico.

Under the direction of Anbar, the team plans 
to refine the criteria to guide the search for life by 
characterizing life’s elemental requirements.

Astrobiologists assume that life can develop 
and survive on any planet that has water and 
energy. But in the search for extraterrestrial life, 
these criteria are too vague.

Within the solar system, there is abundant 
evidence of water-rich environments:

• Focused exploration on Mars has identified 
many ancient aqueous environments.

• Galileo spacecraft data indicate that the icy 
crust of Europa conceals a salty ocean.

• The Cassini mission discovered water jets on 
Enceladus.

Beyond the solar system, there are probably 
many Earth-like planets. Theories suggest that 
many of these planets are “waterworlds,” with 

oceans so deep that they have no exposed conti-
nents. All of these environments have sufficient 
energy to support microbial life.

“Water and energy are necessary, but not suf-
ficient,” Anbar says. “Look at Earth. Nearly half 
the planet’s surface is covered by ocean regions 
in which life is scarce. The reason is that these 
regions don’t have high enough concentrations 
of the chemical elements necessary for life. So 
the next step in the search for life is to ‘follow the 
elements.’ ”

The team will pursue a three-pronged research 
initiative to explore the relationship between the 
elemental composition of organisms and their 
environments, the impact of planetary processes 
on the abundance of bioessential elements, and 
the effects of astrophysical processes on the abun-
dance of life-supporting elements.

Planetary missions within the solar system are 
expensive and rare, and investigations outside 
the solar system are not feasible for all of the 
hundreds of anticipated Earth-like planets with 

liquid water. The resources available for astrobiol-
ogy exploration are limited, so narrowing down 
the search criteria will be beneficial.

But impacts of this research extend beyond 
aiding in the targeting and interpretation of data 
from space missions. In line with the School of 
Earth and Space Exploration’s mission of im-
proving science literacy both on and off campus, 
the ASU team has plans to engage students and 
teachers in the discovery process through virtual 
field trips and educator workshops, and an in-
novative approach to training secondary school 
science teachers.

“The opportunities this provides for us to raise 
the profile of astrobiology in our graduate and 
undergraduate educational programs are espe-
cially exciting,” Hodges says.

Staab, with the School of Earth and Space Ex-
ploration, can be reached at (480) 727-9329 or 
nstaab@asu.edu.

NASA calls upon ASU experts to assist in search for life outside of Earth
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