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THE NEWSIn

Moving companies have seen 
business decline for more than a year 
– and, according to economists, it’s the 
uncertain economy to blame. “You are 
less likely to move when things are bad, 
because you would be moving from an 
area where you have some roots and 
where you have extended family and 
friends,” says Tracy Clark, an ASU 
economist. “That’s not the time people 
feel particularly adventuresome.” Arizona 
Republic, March 5.

A dispute between the judicial and 
legislative branches of government in 
Arizona over the selection of judges is 
confirmation that the system of checks 
and balances works, according to ASU 
law professor Ira Ellman. Ellman says 
such dissention is “an intentional tension 
created by our system of government. 
It is not a defect in our system; it’s an 
advantage. It creates this tension, and 
that purposefully is an antidote to 
tyranny. It’s part of the genius of the 
American political system.” Arizona 
Republic, March 17.

A promising new nanotechnology 
called programmable metallization cell 
(PMC) could produce drives that are a 
thousand times more efficient than flash 
drives at a tenth of the cost, says Michael 
Kozicki, director of the ASU Center 
for Applied Nanoionics. “A thumb drive 
using our memory could store a terabyte 
of information,” he says. “All the current 
limitations in portable electronic storage 
could go away. You could record video 
of every event in your life and store it.” 
Washington Post, March 19.

An analysis of 6-million-year-old 
bones suggests that the species was the 
earliest known hominin to walk. The 
thighbones closely resemble those from 
early hominids like the famous “Lucy.” 
“I had occasion to see the material about 
five years ago in Nairobi, and I was 
struck by the similarities – particularly 
between the femur and Lucy’s femur,” 
says Donald Johanson, Institute of 
Human Origins director and Lucy’s 
discoverer. “This suggests that you don’t 
immediately become a modern, efficient 
biped all at once. As is so often the 
case in the evolution of any mammal, 
it happens in stages, and it’s interesting 
to see the sequence of those events.” 
National Geographic, March 20.

The American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers has filed a 
lawsuit against a sports bar in Surprise, 
Ariz., alleging that the bar’s owners 
played music without paying licensing 
fees for them. The lawsuit is a source 
of debate among restaurant and bar 
owners, according to ASU law professor 
Dennis Karjala. “Most think they 
are entitled to play music,” he says. “In 
theory, you can’t even turn on a boom 
box and walk down the street because 
that would be considered a public 
performance. I think ASCAP (the 
society) is just trying to educate people.” 
Arizona Republic, March 31.

Joan McGregor, an ASU bioethicist, 
says that organ donation networks 
are much more “closed” about their 
procedures than national blood banks. 
“The blood system went through some 
very public disasters, with kids with 
hemophilia getting HIV and hepatitis 
from blood,” McGregor says. “My sense 
is that there should be more national 
regulations of the screening and the 
informed consent processes.” ABC News, 
April 3.

ASU experts frequently are called 
upon by the local and national news 
media to provide insight and opinion 
on current events and issues of pub-
lic interest. Following are excerpts of 
recent news articles featuring ASU  
representatives.

By Steve Des Georges

ASU has hooked up with the prestigious Washington Center to offer 
qualified students an opportunity to participate in semester internships.

For the first time, students across ASU’s four campuses who have 
achieved second-semester sophomore standing and have a 2.75 grade point 
average or higher are eligible to participate. With first-time funding through 
ASU’s University Student Initiatives, ASU also is offering those accepted 
into the program an opportunity to apply for as much as $5,000 in scholar-
ship support.

“The Washington Center is the largest and most responsive internship 
program in D.C.,” says William Simmons, director of the master’s program 
in Social Justice and Human Rights in ASU’s New College of Interdisci-
plinary Arts and Sciences. “The internships programs offered greatly en-
hance our students’ academic programs and prime them for their careers.”

The program has wide appeal and includes opportunities in such areas 
as advocacy, service and arts; business and information technology; inter-
national affairs; law and criminal justice; mass communications; political 
leadership; and science and policy. Also available are congressional, Ford 
Motor Co. Global Scholars, governors and NAFTA-America Leaders 
internship programs.

“This is a great program that reaches across a wide range of subjects and 
majors,” says Phil Tompkins, director for strategic initiatives at ASU’s West 

campus. “From a career standpoint, this is an exciting internship program 
that students will want to take advantage of, especially in light of the new 
scholarship opportunity.”

An additional scholarship is available for the summer, fall and 
spring semesters to qualified students with disabilities. The center’s 
Public Service Internship Program for Students with Disabilities 
provides a $2,500 scholarship to help cover the costs of housing 
fees, and is available to qualified students across all majors.

The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars is an in-
dependent, nonprofit organization serving hundreds of colleges and univer-
sities in the United States and other countries by providing selected students 
opportunities to work and learn in Washington, D.C., for academic credit.

Students selected by the program are exposed to community, national 
and international leaders through workshops, seminars, lectures, embassy 
visits and networking events held throughout the duration of each semester. 
Internships are available in Washington, D.C., and abroad.

Application deadlines for Washington Center internships are:
• Fall 2008 – early deadline is May 2, regular deadline is June 13.
• Spring 2009 – early deadline is May 26, regular deadline is Nov. 15.
For additional information about the Washington Center internship 

program, visit the Web site http://twc.asu.edu.
Des Georges, with Public Affairs at the West campus, can be reached at 

(602) 543-5220 or stephen.desgeorges@asu.edu.

ASU, Washington Center offer semester internships

Future nonprofit leaders make 
a difference in New Orleans

By Nicole Hadley
The words “spring break” often conjure im-

ages of a weeklong vacation on a sunny beach, 
far away from the stresses of college life. But ask 
any of the seven ASU American humanics (AH) 
students who completed service projects in New 
Orleans about their week away, and they’ll tell 
you that, while they didn’t spend their time on 
a beach, this spring break is one they will never 
forget.

This next generation of nonprofit leaders spent 
seven days in New Orleans accomplishing such 
tasks as:

• Demolishing a Ninth Ward nursing home.
• Cleaning up the house and yard of New 

Orleans resident Norman Jackson, who is slowly 
rebuilding his life two years after fleeing Hur-
ricane Katrina.

• Working with Audubon Society members to 
restore the natural ecosystem of the wetlands.

Two-and-a-half years after Hurricane Ka-
trina tore through New Orleans, students were 
amazed to discover that some areas have yet to 
be touched by cleanup crews.

 “The most memorable experience was gutting 
the old St. Margaret’s assisted living facility,” 
says Megan Trombetta, a junior who hails from 
Phoenix. “It was the first work to be done on the 
building since the storm. It was surreal. There 
was a calendar on the wall for August 2005. In 
the boardroom there was an evacuation plan 
written on the dry erase board. It was as if time 
had just stopped.”

Students were played host to in New Or-
leans by Operation Nehemiah, a faith-based 
nonprofit organization dedicated to mobilizing 
people toward creating a better world. Its motto 
is “rebuilding the walls of people’s lives” – words 
that accurately capture the work they do in New 
Orleans.

ASU American Humanics 
students completed several 
service projects during their 
spring break trip to New 
Orleans. Front row, from 
left: Megan Trombetta, 
Candida Henriquez, Ashlie 
West and Lauren Dunning. 
Back row, from left: New 
Orleans resident Norman 
Jackson, Caitlin Gizler, 
Korbi Adams, Jessica 
Brzuskiewicz and Stacey 
Freeman.
Korbi Adams photo

A Spring Break Experience Like No Other

“As a former ASU student, I was extremely de-
lighted that the group decided to come to help us 
here in New Orleans,” says Fred Franke, director 
of Operation Nehemiah. “They are among more 
than 14,000 volunteers who’ve come to work 
with us here in order to help in the rebuilding 
process of New Orleans.”

Operation Nehemiah not only housed and 
fed the AH group, but it also coordinated all the 
service projects for the students.

“Operation Nehemiah was amazing,” says 
Caitlin Gizler, a senior from Phoenix who is 
president of the AH Student Association. “They 
have very few resources in terms of funding, staff 
and space – they are struggling as much as the 
city – but their staff and regular volunteers are 
incredible. They are an organization I want to 
support for a very long time.”

Additionally, the group had the unique ex-
perience of working with ABC-TV’s “Extreme 
Makeover: Home Edition” crew to rebuild a 
family’s home that was damaged by Katrina’s 
wrath. The episode aired in the Phoenix metro-
politan area March 23.

“After two-and-a-half years, they still need 
so much help down there to bring the city 
back to its former glory,” says Stacey Free-
man, AH senior program coordinator. “Hav-

ing volunteers like the American humanics 
students is invaluable to grass-roots nonprofit 
organizations such as Operation Nehemiah. 
In just one week, we were able to change the 
lives of so many people.”

Gizler and Trombetta, like Freeman, were 
moved by their experience in New Orleans.

“This experience was beyond incredible for 
me,” Gizler says. “It truly changed me in one 
short week. It has helped me see even more how I 
can help create great changes in a community.”

Although their week of service is complete, 
these future nonprofit leaders know their work 
has just begun. Plans are being made to return 
for more service in the Big Easy.

“Experiential learning is a hallmark of the 
student experience in our programs,” says Robert 
Ashcraft, director of ASU’s Lodestar Center and 
professor of nonprofit studies in the School of 
Community Resources and Development. “The 
students in our American humanics program do 
more than learn about issues in the classroom. 
They engage in learning experiences such as 
those made possible through their work with 
Operation Nehemiah. Our students gain as 
much from the experience as those they serve.”

Hadley, with the Lodestar Center, can be 
reached via e-mail at nicole.hadley@asu.edu.

By Natasha Karaczan
For the first time ever, more undergraduate stu-

dents than graduate students participated in the 
University Libraries’ Student Book Collecting 
Contest, according to Sharon Kozlo, administra-
tive assistant at University Libraries.

“We’ve always tried to reach out to the under-
graduates, and it looks like we have succeeded,” 
said Kozlo as she announced the contest’s 2008 
winners.

This year, four graduate students and five 
undergraduate students were given awards for 
their collections. The winners received their cash 
prizes at a reception April 10 at the University 
Club on ASU’s Tempe campus.

In addition to their cash prizes, the first-place 
winners in each category will be eligible to com-
pete in the Fine Books & Collections’ Collegiate 
Book-Collecting Championship.

The winners are:
Graduate students

Best collection
• First place ($600) – Linguistics major Victor 

Parra-Guinaldo, who entered his collection on 

the evolution of the English language.
• Second place ($300) – Sean J. Bliznik, a the-

ater for youth major, for his collection tracing the 
history of musical theater on Broadway.

• Third place ($200) – Anthropology major 
Cathryn M. Meegan, who entered her collection 
on early American political history and the lives 
of presidents. 

• Honorable mention ($100) – Sarah Dean, an 
American literature major, for her collection on 
African-American, Jewish-American and Native 
American literature.

Undergraduate students
Best collection

• First place ($600) – Rhonda Singer, an edu-
cation major with a minor in American Indian 
Studies, who entered her collection of books 
written about, or by, Native Americans and their 
cultures.

• Second place ($300) – Creative writing 
major Jenny Brundage, who entered her collec-
tion of humorous young adult fiction.

• Third place ($200) – Preston Gardner, an 
English literature major, who entered his collec-

tion of contemporary Latin-American writers.
• Honorable mention ($100) – Psychology 

major Desha Ervin, who entered her collection 
of novels by Stephen King. 

Graduate students
Best essay

• First place ($250) – Graduate student Bliznik’s 
ability to trace the history of musical theater on 
Broadway won him top prize in his category.

Undergraduate students
Best essay

• First place ($250) – Undergraduate Russian 
major Natalia Anker-Lagos took first place for 
her collection of books that focus on Tatar lan-
guage politics and the language’s re-emergence 
since the breakup of the Soviet Union.

For more information about the students and 
their collections, visit the Web site www.asu.edu/
lib/library/bookcontest and click on “Winning 
Collections – 2008 Winners.”

Karaczan, with Media Relations, can be 
reached at (480) 965-3502 or natasha.karac-
zan@asu.edu.

Students win recognition for book collections


