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Study Abroad Fair to take place Feb. 5
Students interested in studying abroad should plan to attend 

the ASU Study Abroad Fair, which takes place from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., Feb. 5, in the Memorial Union’s Arizona Ballroom and 
Turquoise Room on the Tempe campus.

Information about more than 250 programs in more than 60 
countries will be available.

At the fair, students can:
• Meet other students who have studied abroad.
• Talk with international exchange students.
• Attend a Study Abroad 101 information session.
• Get advice from program representatives.
• Discuss funding opportunities with the Student Financial 

Assistance Office.
• Get details about the Study Abroad Office scholarships.
• Learn more about the opportunities available from the study 

abroad program coordinators.
There will be a drawing for a travel-related prize at the event, 

and attendees may have a free souvenir photo taken in an inter-
national location of their choice – and ASU’s mascot, Sparky, is 
expected to be on hand, too.

The U.S. Passport Acceptance Office also will hand out and 
accept passport applications and take passport photos.

Students unable to attend the fair but who are interested in 
studying abroad are encouraged to contact the ASU Study 
Abroad Office at Tempe Center, suite 150.

For more details, call (480) 965-5965, send an e-mail to study_
abroad@asu.edu or visit the Web site www.asu.edu/global.

Film festival studies humanities, sustainability
A four-day film festival in February that includes the Arizona 

premiere of “Sizzle,” a global warming comedy, will take place at 
ASU’s Tempe campus.

Also featured at the festival, which is free and open to the 
public, will be two student films that won top honors in last 
semester’s ASU student film contest.

The festival is designed to showcase how the humanities and 
the issue of sustainability can interact to address global environ-
mental challenges. It is being presented by ASU’s Institute for 
Humanities Research, and the Film and Media Studies program 
in the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

The festival kicks off Feb. 5 with “Sizzle,” a global warming 
documentary that combines science and comedy by scientist-
turned-filmmaker Randy Olson, The screening is part of 
Darwinfest at ASU – a celebration of Darwin’s 200th birthday 
and 150th anniversary of the publication of “On the Origin of 
Species.” Screenings of exemplary and award-winning student 
films will continue Feb. 10-12. Discussions led by ASU scholars 
will take place each evening after the screening.

More information about the “Humanities and Sustainability 
Film Festival” is available by sending an e-mail to filminfo@asu.
edu or by calling (480) 965-6747.

ASU Bookstores’ faculty regalia sale set
The ASU Bookstores will conduct a semiannual 15 percent 

discount sale on faculty regalia for one day only at each of the 
four bookstore locations.

During this time, a sales specialist from the Herff Jones Co. 
will be available to assist faculty members with their purchases 
of custom regalia.

The hours and locations are:
• Tempe campus bookstore – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Feb. 11.
• Polytechnic campus bookstore – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Feb. 12.
• West campus bookstore – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Feb. 17.
• Downtown Phoenix bookstore – 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., Feb. 18.
The next sale will take place in September.
For more information, contact Carrie Morales at (480) 965-

7923 or carrie.morales@asu.edu.

Humanities book award deadline looms
Feb. 16 is the deadline for nominations for the Transdisci-

plinary Humanities Book Award, which is presented annually 
by ASU’s Institute for Humanities Research in the College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Every other year, the award is reserved for ASU authors. Col-
leagues, publishers or authors themselves can nominate academic 
nonfiction books, written by ASU tenured or tenure-track full-
time faculty members that reflect the finest contemporary trans-
disciplinary humanities-based scholarship on any topic.

To be eligible, the book must be written in English and pub-
lished in 2007 or 2008. Edited collections are not eligible.

The author of the winning book will be notified in May and 
receive $1,000, as well as publicity in institute materials and an 
award certificate. The author also will be featured at an awards 
ceremony in the fall.

Criteria and nomination forms can be found online at 
http://ihr.asu.edu/research/bookaward. Additional information 
is available by calling (480) 965-3000.

Grants conference to take place March 30-31
A National Science Foundation (NSF) regional grants confer-

BRIEFIn
ence will take place March 30-31 at ASU.

The conference provides college and university researchers 
and educators with insights into the NSF funding system, plus 
the issues, laws and policies concerning the funding for science 
programs and research projects.

Among the topics to be highlighted during the conference are 
new programs and initiatives, directions and strategies for na-
tional science policy, proposal preparation, and cross-disciplinary 
and special-interest programs. 

There also will be several concurrent breakout sessions in 
biological sciences; engineering; computer and information sci-
ences; geosciences; mathematical and physical sciences; and so-
cial, behavioral and economic sciences. Administrative breakout 
sessions include education and human resources, faculty early 
career development, grant payment and federal financial report-
ing processes, and proposal and award policy updates.

Representatives from NSF, as well as faculty, researchers and 
grant administrators from across the United States, will make 
presentations. 

With an annual budget of about $5.92 billion, the NSF is the 
funding source for about 20 percent of all federally supported re-
search conducted by America’s colleges and universities. In many 
fields such as mathematics, computer science and the social sci-
ences, NSF is the major source of federal backing.

The conference will take place at the Tempe Mission Palms 
hotel. Registration is $325. Registration and additional confer-
ence information is available online at www.seeuthere.com/
event/m2c757-1LZIF9T0MYS6U.

ASU makes free counseling services available
Free counseling services are on campus for all full-time ASU 

students, faculty and staff. Services also are available to part-time 
students, faculty and staff members for $30 per semester, and to 
any community member for $60 per semester.

The Counselor Training Center provides individual, couples 
and family counseling for children, adolescents and adults to help 
them resolve personal, career, marital, family and adjustment is-
sues that are barriers to healthy relationships.

For more information, or to make an appointment, contact the 
center at (480) 965-5067. Information also is available online at 
http://education.asu.edu/ctc.

ASU office issues friendly passport reminder
Beginning June 1, the U.S. Department of State will begin 

requiring a passport book or passport card for all U.S. citizens 
traveling outside of the United States.

Those planning international travel after June 1 should make 
sure their documentation is up to date.

Applications for new or renewed passports can be submitted 
through the U.S. Passport Acceptance Office, part of ASU’s 
Center for Global Education Services in the Tempe Center. Pro-
cessing normally takes about three weeks, but that time usually 
increases during the busy season, from January through May.

“We want to encourage people to apply early and beat the 
rush,” says Kim Foster, senior specialist and passport acceptance 
agent.

The office, which is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, serves students, faculty, staff and members of 
the community.

While normal processing time for a passport or passport card is 
three to six weeks, expedited service is available for an additional 
fee.

The U.S. Passport Acceptance Office is part of the Center for 
Global Education Services in Tempe Center at 951 S. Mill Ave., 
suite 150, west of Coor Hall on the Tempe campus.

For more information, call (480) 965-0877, or visit the Center 
for Global Education Services Web site http://ovpge.asu.edu/
CGES or the State Department Web site www.travel.state.gov.

Piano competition winners announced
Stanislav Khristenko, a Russian pianist, and Qi Kong of China 

earned the first-place awards in their respective contests and age 
groups at the fourth annual Bösendorfer USASU and Schimmel 
USASU piano competitions, which took place recently at ASU.

Khristenko won top honors in the Bösendorfer event for 
pianists ages 19-32, and Qi Kong won first place in the junior 
division of the Schimmel, for ages 13 to 15.

Khristenko received a cash prize of $15,000, donated by David 
Katzin, a gold medal created by OT Jewelers in Mesa, a solo 
recital at the Bösendorfer Saal in Vienna, concerto performances 
with the Phoenix Symphony Orchestra, and recitals in the Na-
tional Concert Series in Serbia. 

Qi Kong received a $3,000 cash prize and an invitation to 
perform at the Brauschweig festival in Germany.

For more information about the competitions, contact Baruch 
Meir at (480) 965-3386 or baruch.meir@asu.edu.

Grad student earns astronomy award
During the conference banquet of the American Astronomi-

cal Society’s (AAS) winter meeting held Jan. 7, Hwihyun Kim, 
a graduate student in the School of Earth and Space Exploration 

at ASU, was named the recipient of the prestigious Chambliss 
Astronomy Student Achievement Award.

The semiannual event, touted as one of the largest gatherings 
of astronomers, took place Jan. 4-8 in Long Beach, Calif.

The Chambliss Astronomy Student Achievement Award, 
which serves to recognize exemplary research by graduate stu-
dents who present poster papers at the event, was awarded for her 
poster presentation, titled “Radial Change of Stellar Populations 
in the Extremely Metal-Poor Galaxy CGCG 269-049.”

Kim is focusing on observational cosmology, with particular 
interests in nearby dwarf galaxies and satellite galaxies in different 
cosmic environments.

American Humanics earns fundraising award
ASU American Humanics (AH) received the Hartsook Com-

panies’ American Humanics Excellence in Fundraising Award 
at the American Humanics Management-Leadership Institute 
(AHMI), which took place Jan. 4-7 in Indianapolis.

Eugene Temple, president of the Indiana University Founda-
tion, presented the award on behalf of Robert Hartsook, chair-
man and chief executive officer of Hartsook Cos. Inc., a national 
fundraising consulting firm based in Wichita, Kan.

AH and Hartsook Cos. recognized ASU for its outstanding 
ability to connect to community resources in support of their 
program. Not only did ASU secure $38,175 in contributions, 
which is an average of $459.94 per student, but the university 
also placed emphasis on involving AH students in the fund-
raising process. Students participated in their AHMI 2008 
Campaign course (learning fundraising strategy and etiquette as 
they managed an “ask” campaign) and surpassed their goal of 
$32,000, raising $35,175.

ASU students led the “environmental team” for the Iron Man 
competition, earning $1,500. Students also earned money by 
seeking out student government funding, partnering with local 
restaurants, and working concession stands.

Accepting the award on behalf of ASU were Robert Ashcraft, 
AH campus and executive director; Stacey Freeman, program 
coordinator; and the ASU AH students in attendance.

More than 1,000 students, faculty, nonprofit and corporate 
leaders took part in AHMI 2009, a capstone educational experi-
ence for college students earning AH certification in nonprofit 
leadership and management.

Vietnam trip highlights various opportunities
Karl Theisen, associate director for business planning in ASU 

Global’s Policy and Strategic Partnerships Office, Global En-
gagement, traveled to Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh City Jan. 13-17 
for a series of meetings that built on continuing discussions re-
lated to joint projects between ASU and Vietnamese partners.

Theisen met with developers of the Tri Viet University, an 
initiative headed by Madame Ton Nu Thi Ninh, who visited 
ASU in October. ASU continues to provide mentorship and 
collaboration as the project moves forward.

Discussions focused on two defining characteristics of the 
planned institution: The university as social enterprise, and de-
veloping a sustainable, green campus.

Both are important aspects of ASU President Michael Crow’s 
“New American University” concept.

Theisen also participated in the second annual bi-national 
conference, “Higher Education in Vietnam: American-Viet-
namese Partnerships,” co-sponsored by the U.S. Embassy and 
the Vietnamese Ministry of Education, attended by about 400 
representatives of the government, university and private sectors 
of the two countries. The agenda focused on Vietnam’s higher 
education reform, current collaborations and potential areas for 
expansion, including implementing more joint programs and 
increasing the number of Vietnamese students attending U.S. 
universities.

International tribunals book earns note
A book written by Victor Peskin, an assistant professor in 

ASU’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, has been selected as 
a Choice magazine Outstanding Academic Title for 2008. 

Peskin’s book – “International Justice in Rwanda and the 
Balkans: Virtual Trials and the Struggle for State Cooperation” 
– is one of 679 titles on the prestigious Outstanding Academic 
Titles list.

According to Choice, it is “the premier source for reviews of 
academic books, electronic media and Internet resources of inter-
est to those in higher education.” The magazine reaches almost 
every undergraduate college and university library in the United 
States. The books on its Outstanding Academic Titles list reflect 
the best in scholarly titles and are chosen from more than 7,000 
works reviewed by the magazine in the previous year.

The selection is made for books that achieve overall excellence 
in presentation or scholarship, originality or uniqueness in treat-
ment, importance relative to other literature in the field, and 
value to undergraduate students.

Peskin received his doctorate in political science from the Uni-
versity of California-Berkeley and now teaches in ASU’s School 
of Government, Politics and Global Studies. He has been at ASU 
since 2006.


