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I. Finding Calls for Proposals

A. Organizations’ Web Sites


B. Organizations’ Newsletters



C. Professional Journals



D. Department Bulletin Boards


E. Various Listservs


F. Regular Mailings from Professional Organizations


G. Tables at Conferences


H. Conversations with Colleagues

II. Constructing Proposals


A. Read the call for proposals carefully.


B. Respond to the conference theme if possible, but it’s no big deal.


C. Consider the audience—other researchers and teachers in the field.


D. Propose whole panel or individual paper.


E. Aim for a “hot topic” if possible.


F. Attend to the features of the genre.



1. Descriptive Title



2. Line of Argument



3. Methodology


G. Persuade referees of proposal’s significance.


H. Situate your proposal in the profession.


I. Don’t assume that referees know your theorists.


J. Be aware that some terms are highly loaded.


K. Position yourself in the known discourse.

III. Topic Choice


A. You need to be interested.


B. You need some background in the topic.



1. Graduate course papers



2. Journal article in progress



3. Thesis or dissertation chapter


C. The topic needs to be somewhere in the vicinity of the cutting edge.

III. Close Reading of Sample Proposals
