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I. What should I present at conferences?


A. Revised graduate course papers


B. In-process dissertation chapters


C. In-process journal article manuscripts


D. Papers on topics that you wish to pursue

II. Why should I do conference presentations?


A. To share your thinking about research, teaching, service, administration


B. To solicit responses to your work


C. To build your CV (i.e., to get a job and tenure)


D. To develop scholarly habits

III. How can I prepare for a conference presentation?


A. Write a scholarly paper (research, teaching, service, administration)


B. Prepare a syllabus


C. Rehearse alone and with supporters


D. Anticipate questions


E. Give session chair biographical information

IV. Once I’m at the conference what further preparation should I do?


A. Find the room early


B. Adjust your presentation to fit the room



C. Practice in the room--if it’s not occupied


D. Observe what’s happening in other sessions


E. Relate your paper to others in the session


F. Ask for help with handouts

V. What forms may conference presentations take?


A. Reading a scholarly paper (research, teaching, service, administration)


B. Elaborating orally on a handout, an overhead transparency, or slides


C. Speaking from notes, with no handout


D. A brief statement to encourage discussion


E. A panel discussion

VI. What are some typical problems in conference presentations?


A. Using more time than allotted


B. Equipment doesn’t work

VII. What kinds of responses should I expect from the audience?


A. Interested questions


B. Rebuttal


C. Requests for copies of the paper

VIII. What should I do with questions and comments from the audience?


A. Answer them as directly and politely as possible


B. Use them to guide further revision--before submitting for publication


C. Use them to establish professional connections with others


D. Be grateful for them

IX.  What should I do with the paper after the conference?


A. Revise ASAP—while responses are fresh in your mind


B. Submit it for publication in conference proceedings


C. Submit it elsewhere--if there are no published proceedings


D. Offer to send it to members of the audience who express interest


E. List it on your CV (in MLA format—or format of your field)
