Doctoral Examinations Part II: Comprehensive Exam
From the English Department Web Page: http://english.clas.asu.edu/gradstudies-exam.

Written Examination: A four-hour written examination in the student's area of specialization will be taken after the portfolio has been judged acceptable. Written examinations will be scheduled by mutual agreement between the student, the chair of the committee, and the other committee members.

At the time the portfolio is submitted, the student will prepare a bibliography of 40 to 60 works central to the area of specialization and the dissertation. The student's dissertation committee chair will evaluate, modify as needed, and approve the bibliography, after consultation with the student and the other members of the committee. For Part II of the examination, the committee will prepare a written examination based on the bibliography and will be responsible for evaluating the student's performance in that examination.

Just as the portfolio is meant to test the ability to produce professional scholarly writing, so the purpose of the written examination is to demonstrate that the candidate has an appropriate knowledge of representative primary and secondary works in the area of specialization and the dissertation topic. The department expects that the examination will be broader in scope than the dissertation (which is the subject of the third part of the examination process, the colloquy on the dissertation prospectus).
Oral Examination: The purpose of the oral examination is to demonstrate that the candidate has an appropriate and readily accessible knowledge of representative primary and secondary works in the area(s) of specialization and the dissertation topic. During the examination session, students will demonstrate not only that they have a detailed knowledge of the material contained on their book list, but that they are able to think critically about the items and are able to generate ideas that bring various items on the list together competently and creatively. Students will be given a range of questions from specific interpretations of items on the book list to broader questions that explore general concepts and issues raised by the books on their list.

The oral examination will last approximately one and a half hours and will be conducted by the student’s dissertation committee. The examination will be tape-recorded for documentation purposes. The tape will be kept in the student’s file, accessible to the committee and the student, until graduation. The student provides the cassette tape and should contact the English Department to reserve the tape recorder. (See Five Easy Steps to Scheduling Your Oral Examination). Students will not be allowed to bring in notes, though they will be provided with paper and a pencil if they should want to jot down ideas during the examination. Before questioning begins, students will make a brief presentation (10 minutes) explaining the rationale behind their bibliography. Committee faculty will take turns asking questions, allowing for follow-up questioning. Each committee member will submit questions to the committee chair (approximately two questions per committee member). Approximately six questions, exclusive of follow-up questions, will comprise the examination.

At the end of the examination, the student will be excused from the room, and the committee will discuss the student’s performance. Each committee member will complete the form using a number equivalent (3=high pass, 2=pass, 1=low pass, 0=fail) to evaluate the student’s performance. The student will be called back into the meeting so that the committee can convey to the student its assessment of the examination. The oral examination form should contain the signatures of each member of the committee and provide a brief written statement evaluating the student’s examination. The form will go into the student’s file and students may request a copy of it.

Students who fail the examination may re-take it once. Depending on the circumstances and reasons for failure, students are expected to re-take the examination no later than the end of the following semester.

Five Easy Steps for Scheduling Your Oral Examination

1. Discuss with your committee when the oral examination should be scheduled.

2. After coming up with a date and time, contact Sheila Luna [1] to schedule a room for your examination.

3. A few days before your exam, contact the English department main office at 480-965-3535 to reserve an audio cassette tape recorder for your oral exam.

4. Download the Doctoral Oral Examination form [2]. On examination day, bring the form and a blank audio cassette tape to your examination.

5. After the examination, committee members and you will sign the oral examination form. Return the signed form and the tape to Sheila Luna.
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