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"Sex Differentials in Mortality: The Importance of Demographic, Socioeconomic, and Behavioral Factors”
Little research has examined whether sex differences in mortality result from different distributions of risk factors for males and females or from different relationships between risk factors and mortality for men and women. We extend previous research by systematically testing a variety of factors, including health behaviors, social ties, socioeconomic status, and medical conditions. This paper employs the National Health and Nutritional Examination Survey III Linked Mortality File, and hazards models to examine sex differences in mortality. Our findings support the hypothesis that social characteristics are a key factor in shaping the sex gap in mortality: once we control for women’s lower levels of marriage, employment, high incomes, and engagement in regular physical activity, the sex gap in mortality widens; and once we control for women’s greater propensity to attend religious services and abstain from smoking, the sex gap in mortality narrows. Nevertheless, persistent sex differences in mortality remain: compared to women, men have 26 to 72 percent higher risks of death over the follow-up period, depending on the covariates included in the model. Although the prevalence of risk factors differs by sex, the impact of those risk factors on mortality is similar for men and women.
Dr. Rogers will meet with Graduate Students: 9:30 –10:15 
(5501 Coor)






