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Abstract

Previous analyses of strontium isotopes from human bone and teeth have identified diverse patterns of residential mobility in the

South Central Andes during the Middle Horizon (AD 500e1100). During this time, the large polity of Tiwanaku exerted great
influence over what are now southern Peru, northern Chile, northwestern Argentina and Bolivia. Recently, five naturally-
mummified individuals were discovered in the cave of Juch’uypampa in the Pulacayo region of southern Bolivia. Although these

individuals were buried with a number of fine Tiwanaku-style grave goods as well as non-Tiwanaku items, the burial site is isolated
and does not conform to the pattern of large Tiwanaku-affiliated cemeteries and residential sites outside of the Lake Titicaca Basin.
Strontium isotope analysis was performed on enamel from two adult men and bone from a third adult male in order to test the
hypotheses that one or more of the males was from either the Tiwanaku heartland in the Lake Titicaca Basin, the Chilean oasis of

San Pedro de Atacama, which contains a series of cemeteries with Tiwanaku-style grave goods, or the local area in which they were
buried. Results show that two individuals likely spent their childhood in the local area where they were interred, while the third man
probably spent at least the last twenty years of his life in that region before being buried there. This raises interesting questions

regarding the nature of Tiwanaku influence in southern Bolivia and the relationship between the Juch’uypampa mummies and the
Tiwanaku polity.
� 2005 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

In the years since Ericson and Krueger [30,31,69] first
proposed the application of strontium isotopes to
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investigate archaeological human migration, strontium
isotope analysis has become an increasingly useful and
popular technique. For example, strontium isotope
analysis has successfully elucidated archaeological res-
idential mobility and migration in the North American
Southwest [32,94], in Bell Beaker and Linearbandker-
amik populations in Central Europe [6e9,48,49,
56,90,93], at a Norse cemetery in the Outer Hebrides
[81], at a Roman fortress in Germany [100,101], and at
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Teotihuacán in Mesoamerica [95]. Strontium isotope
analysis also has been used to reconstruct hominid
habitat utilization [55,105,106], to determine the last
place of residence of Otzi, the famous Iceman [53,82],
and to identify shipwrecked slaves buried in a mass
grave [25].

In the Andes, strontium isotope analysis has identi-
fied diverse patterns of migration during the Middle
Horizon (AD 500e1100) [60e63]. In addition, stron-
tium isotope analysis is being used to address the origins
of Wari trophy heads and victims of ritual sacrifice
[114]. Building on these data, the current study
investigates the life histories and origins of three of the
five individuals buried in the cave of Juch’uypampa
in Bolivia (Fig. 1). These individuals were buried in
a remote cave in the altiplano, the high-altitude plain
that runs between the two major Andean mountain
ranges. Their mortuary textiles and other artifacts
suggest ties to the Middle Horizon (AD 500e1100)
Tiwanaku polity, which was centered at the site of
Tiwanaku in the southeastern Lake Titicaca Basin
(Fig. 1). At its height, the Tiwanaku polity exerted
great influence over southern Peru, northern Chile,
northwestern Argentina, and Bolivia [14,17,65e
68,88,89,107,119]. Strontium isotope analysis of the
three males and modern fauna from the region in which
they were buried may elucidate the geographical origin
of the men and provide key insights into understanding
their ties to the Tiwanaku polity.

Fig. 1. Map of the study area in the South Central Andes with sites

discussed in the text.
2. The Tiwanaku polity in the South Central Andes

During the Middle Horizon (AD 500e1100), the site
of Tiwanaku, located in the Lake Titicaca Basin of
Bolivia, was the largest and most impressive site in the
South Central Andes (Fig. 1). Tiwanaku-style artifacts
such as mortuary textiles, ceramics, and hallucinogenic
snuff kits (complejo de rapé) are spread throughout the
South Central Andes at this time [2,3,20,39,41,84,96,97,
108,111]. In addition, a small number of Tiwanaku
colonies, populated by individuals from the south-
eastern Lake Titicaca Basin, existed in southern Peru
and possibly northern Chile [11,12,36,39e41,43,44,
60e63,109,110,112].

Until now, the majority of burials of Tiwanaku-
affiliated individuals outside of the Tiwanaku heartland
have been found in southern Peru and northern Chile in
large cemeteries such as Chen Chen and Coyo Oriental
[11,12,23,37,38,42,43,45,74,84,85]. These cemeteries are
often near large residential sites, and it is clear that most
individuals buried in the cemeteries had been living in
the area before death, though some are likely immi-
grants from the Lake Titicaca Basin [60e63]. Juch’uy-
pampa is notable because it contained five individuals
buried with goods with stylistic ties to the site of
Tiwanaku and the Chilean oasis of San Pedro de
Atacama. These artifacts do not appear to be locally-
produced imitations, and were likely traded or trans-
ported from Tiwanaku and San Pedro de Atacama.
However, Juch’uypampa is not a large Tiwanaku-
affiliated cemetery and it is not located near a Tiwana-
ku-affiliated site. Who were the individuals buried there,
and why were they buried with Tiwanaku-style grave
goods? What was their relationship with the Tiwanaku
polity? Strontium isotope analysis can help answer these
questions.

3. Strontium isotope analysis: an introduction

The element strontium (Sr) is present in varying
concentrations in bedrock, groundwater, soil, plants and
animals in any given ecosystem. Although the concen-
tration of strontium in an organism varies according to
trophic level, the amounts of different isotopes of
strontium do not [5,13,21,33,34,52]. Strontium is com-
posed of four naturally-occurring isotopes (84Sr, 86Sr,
87Sr, and 88Sr) that vary in an ecosystem based on the
underlying geology [34]. More specifically, some of
the 87Sr is radiogenic and is formed over time by the
radioactive decay of rubidium (87Rb, t1/2=4.88!1010

years) [34]. Therefore, the amount of rubidium in a rock
and its age partially determine the amount of 87Sr in
bedrock, as well as the soil, groundwater, plants and
animals in that geologic zone. These factors ensure that
the 87Sr/86Sr ratios at the earth’s surface are highly
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variable. For example, very old rocks with very high Rb/
Sr ratios, such as shales and granites, will have the
highest 87Sr/86Sr such as 87Sr/86Sr=0.717 [113]. On the
other hand, geologically young rocks with low Rb/Sr
ratios typically have 87Sr/86Sr ratios of less than
87Sr/86Sr=0.706 [99].

Strontium geochemistry is useful for bioarchaeolo-
gists because strontium substitutes for calcium in
hydroxyapatite, and the strontium isotope ratios in
human tooth enamel and bone reflect the strontium
isotope ratios in the food consumed during life
[30,31,69,94,102]. For individuals who consumed locally-
grown food from and lived in one geologic region, the
strontium isotope ratios found in their dental and
skeletal elements will reflect where they were living
when that tooth enamel or bone was formed. Tooth
enamel does not take up elements from the body or the
environment after it has formed during childhood
[50,51]. Therefore, the strontium isotope ratios in tooth
enamel reflect place of residence during childhood, if
local foods were consumed [94]. In contrast, bone
continually regenerates and incorporates strontium
from the body [87]. The strontium isotope ratios in
bone, therefore, reflect place of residence if local foods
are consumed during the last years of life [92].

4. Geology of the South Central Andes and

strontium isotope signatures

The broadly-defined geologic zones of the South
Central Andes are well-suited to the application of
strontium isotope analysis. The Tiwanaku heartland,
located in the southern Lake Titicaca Basin, is distinct
from other regions within the Tiwanaku sphere of
influence. Specifically, the Tiwanaku and Katari River
Basins, where the site of Tiwanaku is located, are
bordered by two mountain ranges, the Cordillera Blanca
and the Cordillera Real [4,10,71,98]. These two moun-
tain ranges are composed of Paleozoic andesites, red
mudstones and sandstones [4,10,71,98]. In the Tiwanaku
and Katari River Basins themselves, the bedrock is
composed of igneous basalts and andesites and is
overlain by up to 10e20 m of Quaternary fluvial and
lacustrine sediments [4,10,71,98]. Strontium isotope
ratios from surface water from Lake Titicaca itself are
87Sr/86Sr=0.7082e0.7085 (n ¼ 3) and 20 samples from
four sediment cores taken from Lake Titicaca were
characterized by 87Sr/86Sr=0.7083e0.7087 [47]. These
values are slightly lower than the strontium isotope
ratios observed in modern guinea pig (Cavia porcellus,
commonly called cuy) bones from the southern Lake
Titicaca Basin. For two modern cuy from the Tiwanaku
River Basin archaeological sites of Tiwanaku and
Chiripa, 87Sr/86Sr=0.7093e0.7094 (Fig. 1, Table 1) [60,
63]. One modern cuy from Lukurmata, an archaeolog-
ical site in the Katari River Basin just northeast of the
Tiwanaku River Basin, exhibited 87Sr/86Sr=0.7106
(Fig. 1, Table 1) [60,63]. Taking the mean of all three
cuy values plus or minus two standard deviations gives
87Sr/86Sr=0.7083e0.7112; this encompasses the surface
water and sediment core values from Lake Titicaca and
provides an estimate of the local strontium isotope
signature of the entire southern Lake Titicaca Basin
(Fig. 2). However, there are parts of the northern Lake
Titicaca Basin with higher strontium isotope ratios. For
example, surface water from the Rı́o Suches in the
northeastern Lake Titicaca Basin has strontium isotope
ratios of 87Sr/86Sr=0.7120e0.7135 (n ¼ 2) [47].

The geology changes and the strontium isotope ratios
increase as one travels south through the altiplano from
the Lake Titicaca Basin [47,59,79]. The Pulacayo region
on the edge of the Salar de Uyuni is located in an area of
tertiary volcanics including andesite as well as a large
silver-rich polymetallic deposit that was mined from
1833 until 1958 (Fig. 1) [26,58]. Despite the extraction of
5000 metric tons of silver from Pulacayo [26], these
mining activities should not affect the biologically
available strontium isotope ratios in the region. Since
mining activities were focused on the Tajo vein, a
2.7-km-long blind vein that was 1e6 m in diameter [26],
the removal of ore should not affect the strontium
isotope ratios of the surrounding area. In addition, the
main source of metals in the ores is the surrounding
Table 1

Strontium isotope ratios for modern cuy bone and archaeological fauna from the South Central Andes [60,63]

LARCH

number

Sample

number

Site Region Sample Corrected
87Sr/86Sr

F1024 Ch1A Chiripa Lake Titicaca Basin cuy (modern) 0.709291

F1026 T1A Tiwanaku Lake Titicaca Basin cuy (modern) 0.709368

F1025 L2A Lukurmata Lake Titicaca Basin cuy (modern) 0.710561

F1635 QT6-18 Quitor-6 San Pedro de Atacama mouse (archaeological) 0.707659

F1636 QT6-33 Quitor-6 San Pedro de Atacama dog (archaeological) 0.707762

F1714 SPA1 San Pedro San Pedro de Atacama cuy (modern) 0.707511

F1027 M5A Chen Chen Moquegua cuy (modern) 0.706184

F1028 M9A Chen Chen Moquegua cuy (modern) 0.706452

F1029 M14A Chen Chen Moquegua cuy (modern) 0.706121
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igneous rock [26,58]. Strontium isotope ratios from sur-
face water from the major rivers flowing into the Salar de
Uyuni and the Salar itself are 87Sr/86Sr=0.7074e0.7097
(n ¼ 7) [47]. Slightly higher values (87Sr/86Sr=0.7101e
0.7114, n ¼ 3) are found in surface waters in rivers just
east of the Salar [47]. However, even higher strontium
isotope ratios (87Sr/86Sr=0.7164-0.7178, n ¼ 3) are
found in the surface waters of rivers than drain from
Lake Poopó (Fig. 1) [47].

Further east, the late Cenozoic volcanics of the South
Central Andes are characterized by lower strontium
isotope ratios. For example, geologic samples from the
San Pedro de Atacama oasis in northern Chile are
87Sr/86Sr=0.7062e0.7068 (n ¼ 8) [99] and range from
87Sr/86Sr=0.7069e0.7079 (n ¼ 10) near Cerro Chascon
and 87Sr/86Sr=0.7081e7095 (n ¼ 17) near Cerro Purico,
approximately 30 km east of the oasis of San Pedro de
Atacama [99]. Analysis of modern and archaeological
fauna support these data; 87Sr/86Sr=0.7075e0.7078
(n ¼ 3) for faunal samples from the oasis (Fig. 2, Table
1) [60,63].

The strontium isotope ratios of the late Cenozoic
volcanics continue to decrease as one travels north. For
example, the Barroso volcanics of the Upper Osmore
Drainage exhibit 87Sr/86Sr=0.7054e0.7067 (n ¼ 7) [57].
Similarly, for modern cuy, or guinea pig, from near the
town of Moquegua in the Upper Osmore Drainage,
87Sr/86Sr=0.7062e0.7064 (n ¼ 3) [60,63].

Finally, the strontium isotope signature of seawater is
87Sr/86Sr=0.7092 [115]. Seawater mixing ensures that
this signature does not change depending on deep-sea
sediments or location, and has been stable for the period

Fig. 2. Map of the South Central Andes with observed strontium

isotope values.
of time covered by this study [27,86]. Individuals who
consumed large amounts of marine products would have
this strontium isotope signature in their tooth enamel
and bone.

5. Laboratory methods: TIMS analysis of tooth

enamel and bone

Initial sample preparation was performed at the
Laboratory for Archaeological Chemistry at the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison by K.J. Knudson. Modern
fauna samples from the South Central Andes were not
treated for diagenetic contamination, as they had not
been in contact with possible contaminants. All modern
faunal bone samples were placed in a crucible and ashed
at approximately 800 �C for 10 hours. The bone samples
were then crushed in an agate mortar and pestle.

In contrast, archaeological tooth enamel samples
were mechanically cleaned by abrasion with a Patterson
NC-350 dental drill equipped with an inverted-cone
carbide burr (White burrs HP-59 type 2 class 2) to
remove any adhering organic matter or contaminants.
The mechanical cleaning also removed the outermost
layers of tooth enamel, which are most susceptible to
diagenetic contamination [18,80,116e118]. Then, 5e
10 mg of tooth enamel was removed with a Patterson
NC-350 dental drill equipped with a carbide burr.

Because of the potential for diagenetic contamina-
tion, archaeological bone samples were mechanically
and chemically cleaned before analysis. Mechanical
cleaning with the Patterson NC-350 dental drill equip-
ped with a carbide burr removed adhering soft tissue, all
traces of trabecular bone, and the outermost layers of
cortical bone that are most susceptible to diagenetic
contamination. The bone sample was then cut with the
Patterson NC-350 dental drill equipped with a diamond
disc saw and chemically cleaned in an ultrasonic bath.
The samples were sonicated in distilled water for 30
minutes and then rinsed with distilled water; this step
was repeated three times. The bone samples were then
rinsed and sonicated in 5% acetic acid for 15 minutes,
and finally rinsed and sonicated in distilled water for 15
minutes [83,91,94,104]. The bone samples were then
ashed at approximately 800 �C for 10 hours.

Strontium isotope ratios of powdered tooth enamel
and bone ash were obtained at the Isotope Geochem-
istry Laboratory in the Department of Geological
Sciences at the University of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill by P. D. Fullagar. Three to six milligrams of bone
ash or powdered tooth enamel were dissolved in 15 mL
Savillex PFA vials using 500 mL of twice distilled 5N
HNO3 in a class 100 filtered air environmental hood.
Then, the samples were evaporated and redissolved
in 250 mL of 5N HNO3. The strontium was separated
from the sample matrix using EiChrom SrSpec resin,
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a crown-ether Sr-selective resin (50e100 mm diameter)
loaded into the tip of a 10 mL BioRad polypropylene
column. Total resin volume was approximately 50 mL.
The SrSpec resin was pre-soaked and flushed with H2O
to remove strontium present from the resin manufactur-
ing process. The resin was further cleaned in the column
with repeated washes of deionized H2O and conditioned
with 5N HNO3. Resin was used once for sample elution
and discarded. The dissolved sample was loaded and
washed in 750 mL of 5N HNO3, and then strontium was
eluted with 1 mL of H2O. Total procedural blanks for
strontium are typically 100e200 picograms. The sample
was then evaporated, dissolved in 2 mL of 0.1 M H3PO4

and 2 mL of TaCl5, and loaded onto degassed rhenium
(Re) filaments. Isotopic ratios were measured on a VG
Sector 54 thermal ionization mass spectrometer at the
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in quintuple-
collector dynamic mode, using the internal ratio
86Sr/88Sr=0.1194 to correct for mass fractionation.
Recent 87Sr/86Sr analyses (n ¼ 52) of strontium carbon-
ate standard SRM 987 yield a value of 0.710260G10
(2s). Long term analyses over approximately 24 months
of SRM 987 yield an average 87Sr/86Sr value of
0.710242. Internal precision for strontium carbonate
runs is typically 0.0006 to 0.0009% standard error based
on 100 dynamic cycles of data collection.

6. Results and discussion

6.1. Strontium isotope ratios from Juch’uypampa
and Potosı́, Bolivia

As discussed above, strontium isotope ratios from the
Pulacayo area were initially determined based on
geologic analyses of surface water in the region [47].
To substantiate these values, modern fauna were also
collected in order to determine the biologically available
strontium in the region, and to serve as proxies of the
strontium isotope signatures of humans who lived in the
region during tooth enamel and bone formation [9,92].
Modern guinea pigs, or cuy, were collected from Potosı́,
Bolivia. Like the Pulacayo region, Potosı́ is located in an
area of tertiary volcanic rocks and should have a similar
strontium isotope signature (Fig. 2) [58]. Although
informants specified during interviews that the cuy ate
only locally-grown food, the strontium isotope signatures
in femoral bone from each cuy were very different (Fig. 3
and Table 2). One cuy, POT-1, exhibited strontium
isotope ratios close to the expected range (POT-1,
87Sr/86Sr=0.713233). However, POT-2 exhibited stron-
tium isotope ratios that were much higher than the
expected values (POT-2, 87Sr/86Sr=0.720503). As will
be discussed below, the human strontium isotope ratios
were more similar to the lower strontium isotope ratio
exhibited in POT-1. Therefore, it is most likely that the
high value of POT-2 does not accurately reflect the local
signature of the Pulacayo region. It is possible that the
anomalously high value in POT-2 reflects contamination
from fertilizers, or that this cuy was in fact eating food
from a different geologic zone.

In addition to the cuy samples from Potosı́, samples
from three adults buried in the cave of Juch’uypampa
were analyzed in order to determine their origin. The
cave of Juch’uypampa contained the remains of five
naturally-mummified individuals, including three adult
males, one 7- to 9-year-old child and one 6- to 8-year-old
child. To determine the origin of the adults from
Juch’uypampa, dental samples were analyzed from two
adult males (PU-2, PU-3). Due to concerns over the
conservation of the specimens, only one bone sample
from the third adult male was collected and analyzed
(PU-1). A detailed bioarchaeological examination of
these burials, including the mortuary textiles and other
grave goods, is forthcoming from the Fundación ASUR
(Fundación para la Investigación Antropológica y el
Etnodesarrollo ‘‘Antropólogos del Surandino’’).

Tooth enamel samples from two of the adults ex-
hibit very similar strontium isotope ratios (PU-2,
87Sr/86Sr=0.712584 and PU-3, 87Sr/86Sr=0.713994)
(Fig. 3 and Table 2). In addition, strontium isotope
ratios from the left navicular bone of one other
individual are also similar (PU-1, 87Sr/86Sr=0.712358)
(Fig. 3 and Table 2). It is highly unlikely that these results
reflect diagenetic contamination. First of all, tooth
enamel is resistant to diagenetic contamination because
of the large size of its phosphate crystals and the small
amount of pore space in the enamel [51,64,103].
Numerous studies have demonstrated the resistance of
the inner layers of tooth enamel to diagenetic contam-
ination [18,19,22,48,54,73,80,94]. Bone, unfortunately,
is much more susceptible to diagenetic contamination
than tooth enamel. Removing the outermost layers of
bone [70,91,116e118] and washing the remaining bone
sample with weak acid [83,91,94,104] removes primary
areas of contamination and eliminates calcite that can

Strontium Isotope Values from Juch’uypampa and Potosí
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Fig. 3. Strontium isotope ratios from archaeological human remains

from Juch’uypampa and modern cuy from Potosı́.
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Table 2

Strontium isotope ratios for modern cuy bone from Potosı́, Bolivia and archaeological human tooth enamel and bone from Juch’uypampa, Bolivia

LARCH

number

Sample

number

Site Sample Age Sex Sample

type

Corrected
87Sr/86Sr

F2780 PU-1 Juch’uypampa human 30e40 years M L navicular 0.712358

F2782 PU-2 Juch’uypampa human 45e55 years M ULI2 0.712584

F2784 PU-3 Juch’uypampa human young to mid adult M ULM2 0.713994

F2778 POT-1 Potosı́ cuy adult NA R femur 0.713233

F2779 POT-2 Potosı́ cuy adult NA R femur 0.720503
accumulate in bone while buried. Both of these techni-
ques were utilized in this study tominimize any diagenetic
contamination. Additionally, because the individuals
were placed in a fairly dry cave and naturally mummified
rather than being buried underground, contact with
potential contaminants in groundwater was minimal.

Since diagenetic contamination from the burial
environment cannot explain the similar strontium iso-
tope values found in the three men, it is reasonable to
suggest that these three men consumed food from the
same geologic zone, or from different geologic zones with
the same strontium isotope signature. However, because
we sampled teeth from two males and bone from
another, our data reflect strontium uptake at different
stages of their lives. Since the left navicular was analyzed
from individual PU-1, the strontium isotope signature
reflects much of his adult life. The average rate of bone
regeneration is commonly cited as 7e11 years. However,
the actual rate of turnover varies according to the skeletal
element involved, and average turnover rates of 3% per
year in cortical bone and 26% per year in trabecular bone
have been estimated [46]. The navicular, one of the tarsal
bones of the foot, is a poorly-vascularized and slowly-
remodeling bone [24,35,72] that should provide stron-
tium isotope ratios from at least the last 20 years of life.

In contrast, the strontium isotope ratios observed in
the tooth enamel of the other two males reflects
strontium uptake during childhood. For example, the
upper left second incisor from individual PU-2 was
included in this study. Because the enamel in the
permanent second incisor begins to form 3e4 months
after birth and continues for 4e5 years [51], the
strontium isotope ratios in this tooth represent the
biologically available strontium in this individual’s diet
before 4e5 years of age. For individual PU-3, the upper
second molar was used in this study. Crown formation
of permanent second molars occurs between 3 and 7
years of age while root formation occurs between 8 to 12
years [1,28,51,75]. Therefore, strontium isotope ratios
from individual PU-3 represent strontium ingestion
between ages 3 and 7 years.

6.2. General discussion of results

The strontium isotope signatures from the three men
are very similar, suggesting that each man consumed
food from the same geologic region at least for some
time during their lives. Because the strontium isotope
values presented here reflect childhood diet for PU-2
and PU-3 and adult diet for PU-1, it is likely that the
first two males grew up in a similar geologic zone from
which they obtained their food, while the third male
likely lived in the same geologic region during adult-
hood. This could also mean that each man consumed
a similar diet of imported foods.

In most residential mobility studies that utilize
strontium isotope analysis, individuals are identified as
local or non-local to the study area based on compar-
ison with modern and/or archaeological fauna, and the
local range is identified as the mean of the faunal
strontium isotope ratios plus or minus two standard
deviations [7e9,60,63,92e95]. According to this meth-
odology, the local range for the region around the cave
of Juch’uypampa is the mean of the two cuy samples
plus or minus two standard deviations and is
87Sr/86Sr=0.7066e0.7272. This is so large it encom-
passes most of the geologic zones of the South Central
Andes; as such, it is a meaningless definition of ‘‘local’’.
Clearly, more cuy samples from Pulacayo and Potosı́ are
necessary to characterize a local range according to the
most common methodology. Alternatively, individuals
may be identified as local based on comparison with
a known local archaeological population; unfortunately,
no comparison populations have been identified in the
Pulacayo region.

When modern and archaeological fauna are unavail-
able or contaminated, it is still possible to make
meaningful interpretations based on archaeological
tooth enamel and uncontaminated bone [8,9]. It is
possible, then, to match the observed archaeological
human strontium isotope ratios with known strontium
isotope signatures in order to test hypotheses about the
origin and life history of these three individuals. First of
all, because these individuals were buried with Tiwanaku-
style goods such as textiles, we hypothesized that they
were from the site of Tiwanaku itself or from the
Tiwanaku heartland in the southeastern Lake Titicaca
Basin. However, strontium isotope analysis of modern
cuy from three sites in the southeastern Lake Titicaca
Basin shows a local range of 87Sr/86Sr=0.7083e7112,
based on the mean of the cuy strontium isotope ratios
plus or minus two standard deviations (Fig. 2) [60,63]. In
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addition, strontium isotope analysis of 16 individuals
buried at Tiwanaku and the surrounding sites of Kirawi,
Iwawe and Tilata show that the majority exhibit
strontium isotope signatures within this range [60,63].
Because none of the individuals analyzed here exhibit
enamel or bone strontium isotope ratios that are within
this Lake Titicaca Basin range, it is unlikely that PU-2 or
PU-3 lived in the southeastern Lake Titicaca Basin
during enamel formation. Similarly, the strontium iso-
tope data show that PU-1 did not live in the southeastern
Lake Titicaca Basin during adulthood. However, his
place of residence during childhood is unknown.

However, Tiwanaku-style artifacts are found at
a number of other sites in the South Central Andes.
Therefore, it is possible that these individuals were not
from the site of Tiwanaku itself but instead from
a provincial Tiwanaku site. For example, the largest
sites with Tiwanaku artifacts near the cave of Juch’uy-
pampa are found in the San Pedro de Atacama oasis of
northern Chile. However, strontium isotope analysis of
modern and archaeological fauna from the oasis show
that the local range is 87Sr/86Sr=0.7074e7079 (Fig. 2)
[60,63], which is much lower than the Juch’uypampa
strontium isotope ratios. Similarly, although it is farther
from Juch’uypampa, the Upper Osmore Drainage in
southern Peru contains three large Tiwanaku-affiliated
site complexes near the modern town of Moquegua and
has a local strontium isotope signature of 87Sr/86SrZ
0.7059e7066 as determined by modern fauna (Fig. 2)
[60,63]. Again, this strontium isotope signature is much
lower than the Juch’uypampa samples.

Finally, none of these data match the strontium
isotope signatures of seawater, in which 87Sr/86SrZ
0.7092 [115]. Therefore, it is unlikely that these
individuals lived on the coast or consumed enough
calcium, and therefore strontium, from marine products
in quantities large enough to change their strontium
isotope signatures.

Although the archaeological human strontium iso-
tope values do not match the strontium isotope
signatures in areas with known Tiwanaku-affiliated
sites, it is clear that four of the five strontium isotope
ratios presented here are very similar, and that the one
cuy bone value is anomalous. The mean of these four
samples (POT-1, PU-1, PU-2 and PU-3) is 87Sr/86SrZ
0.713042G0.000735 (1s). This is within the range of
values seen in other populations identified as ‘‘local’’ to
a particular region [8,9,60]. Instead of being displaced
Tiwanaku travelers, the Juch’uypampa burials may have
been individuals who lived in the Pulacayo and Potosı́
region during adulthood, in the case of PU-1, and in the
first few years of life, in the case of individuals PU-2 and
PU-3. There are no known large Tiwanaku-affiliated
residential sites or Middle Horizon residential sites in
the area, which had previously been understood as
a well-traveled but sparsely-populated region of caravan
networks [15,16,29,76,112]. This complicates our un-
derstanding of the relationship between the Tiwanaku
polity and the southern altiplano, and raises new
questions. For example, why was a small group of
individuals, identified as local by their strontium isotope
signatures, buried with a number of high-quality
Tiwanaku-style goods?

However, the enamel strontium isotope ratio of PU-3
(PU-3, 87Sr/86Sr=0.713994) is higher than the other
enamel and bone values. It is possible that this
individual would be considered non-local to the
Pulacayo region with a local range determined by
additional cuy samples. If this is the case, this group
of individuals may represent at least two different
regions. This would support our understanding of
Tiwanaku as a diverse, heterogeneous polity with a great
deal of fluidity between various regions under Tiwanaku
influence.

Finally, strontium isotope ratios of 87Sr/86Sr=
0.7120e0.7135 (n ¼ 2) have been measured in surface
water in Rı́o Suches in the northeastern Lake Titicaca
Basin [47]. Therefore, it is possible that these men lived
in the northeastern Lake Titicaca Basin and only
coincidentally match the Potosı́ cuy strontium isotope
ratio. As will be discussed below, the use of other
isotopes in addition to strontium may be used to test this
hypothesis.

7. Conclusion and suggestions for further research

Strontium isotope analysis has been used here to test
the hypothesis that individuals buried with Tiwanaku-
style artifacts in Juch’uypampa are from the site of
Tiwanaku itself, from the Tiwanaku-affiliated San Pedro
de Atacama region, or from the local area in which they
were buried. Based on strontium isotope ratios from
enamel or bone, two of the three men did not spend their
childhood in either Tiwanaku or San Pedro, and one
man did not spend the last two decades of his life in
either locale. Instead, it appears that all three spent
considerable time in southern Bolivia in the Pulacayo
region, or at least consumed foods from that region or
one with a similar strontium value. These data
contradict the material culture data from the burial
goods, and raise new questions regarding the nature of
Tiwanaku influence in the southern Bolivian altiplano.

Although strontium isotope analysis of the individuals
buried in Juch’uypampa has demonstrated that these
individuals are not from near the site of Tiwanaku or
from the San Pedro de Atacama region, more research
remains to be done. As previously discussed, more
modern and archaeological fauna from the southern
altiplano will help augment the strontium isotope data
from the Lake Titicaca Basin and lower-altitude sites like
San Pedro. In addition, expanding this study to include
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samples from the two juveniles buried in the cave of
Juch’uypampa as well as additional tooth enamel and
bone samples from the three adult men in the cave will
continue to identify their life histories. Finally, the
forthcoming analysis of the grave goods included with
these individuals will continue to elucidate the relation-
ship these individuals had with the Tiwanaku polity.

In addition, lead isotope analysis shows much
promise for residential mobility studies in this region.
The South Central Andes are divided into discrete lead
isotope provinces [58,77,78]. Because lead isotopes are
dependent on the age of a geologic formation and
uranium and thorium decay, not rubidium decay, lead
isotope analysis gives complementary data when used
with strontium isotope analysis. Therefore, lead isotope
analysis of archaeological human bone and tooth
enamel samples from individuals buried in the cave of
Juch’uypampa may help identify the specific altiplano
origin of these individuals.
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