Arizona State University

Hindi Program
HIN 194 (First year)

Beginning Hindi I

Fall 2008

Time
10.45 – 11.35 AM

Days
M T W Th

Place
Tempe LL 273

Instructor
Sunil Kumar Bhatt


Office Hours
M & W 2.00 to 3.30 PM, and by appointment


Office
Language and Literature Building 


Room No. 173M

Phone
480 965 3948

Email
Sunil.Kumarbhatt@asu.edu
In the beginning of the course students will learn devanāgarī, the script used to write Hindi, in first two weeks. After acquiring enough knowledge of the script the course will further move to the initial grammar, which includes the verb and verbal phrases to express “be” and “have”. The knowledge of these verbs will enable them to introduce themselves to others and talk about their families. With the introduction of adjectives the description of their houses, rooms and colleges will be covered. Later in the course the verbs and their conjugation to express habitual actions will be learnt, which will make the students describe their day and week. The other functions of verbs such as continuous tense and imperative mood will follow. After that the use of model verbs such as “can”, “want”, “should” and the verbal nouns and verbal adverbs will be taught. The last topic of this semester would be learning the abovementioned imperfective and continuous tenses in past. 
The course will help in developing five basic skills of a language; reading, writing, speaking, listening and understanding.  This will be achieved with intensive practice, individually as well as group work
Dictations, homeworks and quizzes will be the regular features of the course.

In the 16 week semester the course aims to complete first 7 lessons  of the text book “Hindi- A Complete Course for Beginners” All the lessons in the book includes culture topics, which gives the students overall idea of Indian society and its ways. 
Goals: 
By the end of the semester the students will be able to:


to introduce themselves to others and ask about them


to talk about their families and ask others about their 

to describe their houses, rooms and schools

to talk about their daily routine and also actions in present

Course Materials:


Hindi- A Complete Course for Beginners: Sunil Kumar Bhatt


Handouts
Hindi-English Dictionary: R. M. McGregor

Online dictionary: shabdkosh.com

Grading System: 


*Attendance





15%


Homework





15%


Quiz






15%


Dictation





10%


Conversation & classroom performance 

10%


Mid term





15%


Final 






20%

Total






100%

*You must attend every class. You must be on time to class. More then two absences can lower your grade and three times late will be considered as one absence. 
Grading scale:
 
95-100 
A+






90-95 

A


85- 90 

A-


80-85 

B+

75-80 

B

70-75 

B-

65-70

C
and so on. 

The students will be encouraged to take part actively in the classroom activities, such as oral and written exercises, conversation, this will affect their grades.

Although the text book offers a glossary, the students are still encouraged to make their own dictionary.

The students are required to make three notebooks, first for the notes taken in the classroom, second for dictations and third for homeworks. The notebooks should have horizontal lines with the wide space in between. Notebooks with blank pages (without horizontal lines) are not suitable for devanāgarī. 

All assignments are to be given on time; late submission would affect the grades. 
Every student should keep a folder which will contain handouts and quizzes. At the end of semester the folder will be handed to the instructor. 
Schedule for the classes:
	Aug 25 
	Introduction to the Hindi language, Linguistic Situation in India and Position of Hindi among Indian languages. 

	Aug 26 
	Learning devanāgarī script: vowels and consonants 

	Aug 27
	Learning devanāgarī script: joining consonants and vowels and making syllables.

	Aug 28
	Learning devanāgarī script: joining consonants and consonants and making ligatures.

	Sept 1 
	Labour Day 

	Sept 2 
	Practicing writing in devanāgarī, writing simple words

	Sept 3 
	Dictation, Practicing reading and writing in devanāgarī

	Sept 4
	Correction of dictation, Practicing reading and writing in devanāgarī 

	Sept 8 
	Quiz 1, First lesson, Explanation of grammar - Subject Pronouns, Present Tense of the Verb “be”, Simple Postpositions, Gender

	Sept 9
	Dictation, Reviewing Quiz, Reading lesson 1 dialogue; greetings and introduction, Homework 

	Sept 10 
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises from the book, Oral practice on the basis of grammar learnt and drill exercises

	Sept 11
	Conversation on the basis of lesson and discussion, Work in pairs.

	Sept 15
	Reading prose text from the first lesson, Talking about the text 

	Sept 16
	Dictation, Conversation on the basis of the text taken day before, homework and assignment 

	Sept 17
	Correction of dictation, Reading and discussion.

	Sept 18
	Revising entire grammar of the first lesson through oral practice.

	Sept 22 
	Quiz 2, Second lesson, Explanation of grammar - Plurals, Adjectives, Possessives, Verbal Phrase “have”

	Sept 23
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 2, Reading 2 lesson dialogue; talking about the family, Homework.

	Sept 24
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises from the book, Drill exercise on the grammar learnt. 

	Sept 25
	Conversation about the family, Discussion, Work in pairs.

	Sept 29
	Reading prose text from the lesson, Discussion on the text

	Sept 30
	Dictation, Conversation on the basis of the prose text, Homework

	Oct 1
	Correction of dictation, Individual assignment; talking about the family.

	Oct 2
	Revising entire grammar of the second lesson through oral exercises.

	Oct 6
	Quiz 3, Third lesson, Explanation of grammar; Cases and Noun Declension, Declension of Adjectives and Possessives, Showing Possession, Compound Postpositions  

	Oct 7
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 3, Reading 3 lesson dialogue; talking about house, Homework

	Oct 8
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises from the book, Drill on the same line.

	Oct 9
	Conversation about the house, Discussion, Work in pairs

	Oct 13
	Midterm

	Oct 14
	Reviewing midterm, Dictation, Reading prose text from the lesson.

	Oct 15
	Correction of dictation, Individual assignment; talking about their house Homework.

	Oct 16
	Revising grammar of the third lesson through oral exercises

	Oct 20
	Quiz 4, Fourth lesson, Grammar explanation; Present Imperfective Tense, Negation, Compound Postpositions with Pronouns, Numbers

	Oct 21
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 4, Reading lesson 4 dialogue; talking about daily routine, Homework. 

	Oct 22
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises form the book, Drill exercises

	Oct 23
	Conversation about the one’s day using present imperfective tense. Work in pairs

	Oct 27
	Reading prose text from the lesson, Discussion about the text

	Oct 28
	Dictation, Conversation on the basis of text, Homework

	Oct 29
	Correction of dictation, Individual assignment; talking about the daily routine

	Oct 30
	Revising entire grammar of the lesson through oral exercises.

	Nov 3
	Quiz 5, Fifth lesson - Explanation of grammar;  Present Continuous Tense, Pronoun in Oblique Case, Phrasal constructions, Model Verbs and Ordinal Numbers

	Nov 4
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 5, Reading lesson 5 dialogue; talking about shopping, Homework

	Nov 5
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises from the book, Drill exercise on the basis of lesson

	Nov 6
	Describing a picture in present continuous tense, Work in pairs

	Nov 10
	Reading prose text from the lesson, talking about the text

	Nov 11
	Veterans Day

	Nov 12
	Individual assignment; describing a situation in present continuous tense

	Nov 13
	Revising entire grammar of the lesson through oral exercises.

	Nov 17
	Quiz 6, Sixth lesson – Explanation of grammar; Imperative, Adverbial particles, Other Model Verbs, Numbers

	Nov 18
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 6, Reading lesson 6 dialogue; getting and giving directions to get to some place, Homework

	Nov 19
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises from the book, Drill exercise on the basis of dialogue

	Nov 20

	Conversation on the topic of giving and asking for directions, Work in pairs

	Nov 24
	Reading prose text from the lesson, talking about the text

	Nov 25
	Dictation, discussion about the prose text, Homework

	Nov 26
	Correction of dictation, Individual assignment; writing about giving and asking for direction using model verbs. Revising Grammar of the Sixth lesson Homework

	Nov 27
	Thanksgiving Holiday

	Dec 1 
	Quiz 7, Seventh lesson - Past imperfective and continuous tenses, Vocative, Verbal nouns, phrasal constructions.

	Dec 2
	Dictation, Reviewing quiz 7, Reading lesson 7 dialogue; talking about the past days, Homework

	Dec 3
	Correction of dictation, Audio exercises for the book, Drill exercise on the basis of lesson.

	Dec 4
	Describing past years in school and life in general using past tenses, working in pairs.

	Dec 8
	Revising grammar learnt through the semester

	Dec 9
	Preparation for the final examination. 


As mentioned above in the schedule there will be a quiz every second Monday and every Tuesday will be a dictation and the correction of the dictation would be next day i.e. Wednesday.
Withdrawals and Incompletes: 

http://www.asu.edu/aad/catalogs/general/ug-enrollment.html#grading-system
Academic Dishonesty: 

The School of International Letters and Cultures abides by ASU’s Office of Student Life: “Student Academic Integrity Policy.” See:  http://www.asu.edu/studentlife/judicial/integrity.html
