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This course presents the principal phonological, morphological, and semantic developments of the French language, following its evolution from Latin to modern French.  In addition to focused work on Old and Middle French, we will discuss the various institutions and policies that influenced and regulated the use of French and its dialects from the 9th century to the present.  Familiarity with Latin is recommended.
Course work will involve secondary readings on the history of the language as well as the reading, analysis, and translation of primary texts from a variety of literary and non-literary genres.  Quizzes and exams will stress discrete exercises in annotated phonetic transcription and annotated translation in addition to more general discussions of linguistic developments.  As such, the course combines elements from linguistics, cultural history, and literary studies.
Required texts:
· Michèle Perret, Introduction à l’histoire de la langue française. Paris: Sedes, 1998.

· Wendy Ayres-Bennett, A History of the French Language through Texts. London, New-York: Routledge, 1996.
Recommended:

· A.-J Greimas, Dictionnaire d’ancien français. Paris: 1998

