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Leslie Alm and Ross Burkhart

Boise State University

“Is Spotlighting Enough? Environmental NGOs and the Commission

for Environmental Cooperation”
This study focuses on an evaluation of public participation as it is delineated in the Commission for Environmental Cooperation’s (CEC) mission and citizen submission process.  We explore the contention that the CEC is committed to ensuring transparent delivery of information to and from the public.  Our study goes beyond the investigation of the CEC’s effectiveness in carrying out its public participation mission.  It also sheds light on Canada–United States environmental policymaking.  We argue that because Canada and the United States approach environmental policymaking (especially at the international and regional levels) from a divergent set of premises, Canadian and American environmental NGOs will perceive the effectiveness of the CEC in complying with its stated mission in entirely different ways.  Essentially, we hypothesize that the way Canada and the United States approach environmental policymaking affects how they approach participation in the CEC, and that there will be substantial differences in the way these two countries’ NGOs perceive the effectiveness of the CEC in completing its mission.

Donald K. Alper and James Loucky
Western Washington University
“North American Border Securitization in a Transnational Age”
State borders are critical junctions where oppositional dynamics of exclusion and inclusion are played out.  In the last five years, the evolution of transnational congruence inherent in economic globalization has clashed directly with the assertion of territorial security by the United States.   Having developed from frontiers into vibrant regions, borders are once again asserted to be perilous – gateways for terrorism and lines for maintaining control over people and territory.  While border enforcement is ostensibly about controlling movement of non-citizens, it is also about ensuring domestic stability and countering challenges to the status quo.  

Focusing on Canada-U.S. and Mexico-U.S. border regions in the Pacific West, this paper will examine the impact of tighter border policies and enforcement processes on cross-border communities as well as binational and multinational international challenges, particularly in the areas of sustainability initiatives and human migration.  Among the questions that will guide the research are: How do narratives supporting “hard” borders clash with societal receptivity to people from diverse backgrounds?  How do border policies impact conceptions of borderlands and binational cooperation? What happens to our sense of, and relationships within, place when it is thoroughly and blatantly bisected?

Dana Lee Baker and Carolyn Long

Washington State University

“Neighborhood Watch:  The Use of American Impressions of Canadian and Mexican Governance in Domestic Policy Development”
In the democratic context, domestic governance intertwines with and ultimately reflects the socio-cultural context and values of particular nations. Even addressing risks understood to be global challenges predominantly involves domestic policy decisions. The process of defining public problems to be addressed by preferred policy solutions involves the assignment of blame. When the risk is emergent—a novel threat to humanity or society not yet well understood by science—articulating a related public problem can invoke panic in the populace. As a result, governments may perceive advantages associated with defining public problems resulting from the emergent risk as stemming from deficient governance by socio-cultural peers. In this paper, we examine impressions of Canadian and Mexican governance in the public discourse of the United States surrounding global warming. We examine the degree to which the public discourse surrounding Canadian and Mexican governance conforms to and varies from national stereotypes. Using the case of global warming as a substantive vantage point, we go on to examine the role in which discourse about domestic governance in Canada and the United States is employed to promote and protest domestic policy initiatives in the United States.

Carol Beran

St Mary’s College of California

““Really Real":  A Context for Reading Alice Munro's "On Wenlock Edge"”
Alice Munro’s fiftieth story in the New Yorker (5 December 2005), “On Wenlock Edge”, a puzzling narrative with an even more baffling ending, becomes clearer when read in the context of two earlier stories by Munro.  In Material, from “Something I’ve Been Meaning to Tell You” (1974), Munro demonstrates differences between male and female 

storytelling.  In “Lichen, from The Progress of Love” (1986), Munro hints slyly that readers may be misinterpreting her stories and demonstrates alternative approaches to them.  In “On Wenlock Edge”, similar demonstrations and sly hints question feminist and postcolonial agendas.
Josee Bergeron

Glendon / York University

“Recognition, identities and minorities”

The main topic of the presentation is about the problem of redistribution and recognition, especially how these issues, which are not opposite, can be translated into public policies. Which principle can make the bridge between recognition and redistribution? The central argument of the presentation is as follows: the principle of equity can offer practical policy applications in order to reduce the inequalities of situation and to support 

redistributive justice. Discussions about Canadian identities will be used as examples. More precisely, demands for social justice are also based on the recognition of diverse Canadian identities. Policies in education and health will be used as examples for the development of policies that takes into account the Francophone minorities.  The presentation will be divided into three parts. The first part is proposing a discussion about the issues of recognition and redistribution, and how the principle of equity links the two issues. It will also analyze the range of the concept of equity. The second part will examine the situations of Francophone minorities.

T. Timothy Casey, PhD 

Mesa State College

“A Boom in the Distance: A Comparative Study of the Transformative Power of Oil and Gas Development in the Western regions of Canada and the United States”.
This paper considers oil and gas development in US and Canadian states/provinces of the Rocky Mountain Region. The comparison will focus on three issues: differing models of federalism regarding the development of natural resources; the effects of population proximity to the development; and the impacts of oil and gas development in the region as it relates to local support and resistance. A variety of methodologies will be employed, and significant focus will be placed on the use of GIS mapping to analyze effects of oil and gas development in the region.  Initial research suggests the differing federal control of resources and energy policy has resulted in differing regulatory regimes for oil and gas development in the region.  These differences are further impacted by the proximity of populations to the resource development and the diversity of regional economics at the time of the recent energy boom.  The scale of the potential economic boom from resource development has had a significant impact on both local support and resistance to the industry.  A comparison between the two countries should yield valuable information on the transforming power of this recent energy boom in the sparsely populated western regions of Canada and the United States.
Subha Chauhan

Indian Association for Canadian Studies



 University Of Jammu, India
“Crossing Borders: Canada as a Passage to America: Legal Implications”
 

Every year, millions of people enter Canada at airports, sea or inland ports, and border crossings. Some are visitors - tourists, business people, foreign students, workers and other travelers - who come to stay for only a short time. Others are Canadian citizens or permanent residents returning from trips abroad. And others are newcomers or refugees, coming to make Canada their new home. Immigration has had a long history in Canada. Immigration to Canada is today also seen as a stepping stone to the US, especially for the skilled and professional specialization category. 

 
The paper seeks to study the legal implications of immigration to Canada and how these are deeply related to the United States. The paper will examine the Immigration laws and other statutory provisions of both countries. Implementation of point system under specially skilled category has led to a great increase in young immigrants, followed by marriage related and sponsorship categories. The paper examines the current scenario with an emphasis on the overseas enterprise as an envisioned objective for most of the immigrants. The paper underlines the socio legal effects of migration on Canada's policy, especially in the changing perspective of globalization

Howard Cody

University of Maine

“Canada and Minority Government: The Harper Experience”

When Canadians elected a minority Conservative government under Stephen Harper in early 2006, its precarious position became clear.  With but 124 MPs in a House of Commons of 308, Harper well knows that Canada's minority governments normally endure for two years at most.  His predecessor Paul Martin's larger minority collapsed after two years.  Harper seemed to devote his first months in office to setting the stage for an election to achieve the majority he craves. The paper discusses the politics of minority government in Canada's pluralitarian culture.  We situate Harper in the tradition of Canada's minority governments, comparing him especially with his predecessor Martin.  Then we assess Harper's approach to managing his minority and preparing the ground for an election.  Mindful that John Ibbitson foresees yet more minorities in coming elections, we evaluate Harper's performance, and that of opposition parties, in light of the literature's description of past minorities as too preoccupied with preparing for the next election to formulate or pursue long-range policy objectives. We generalize about minority politics, and suggest how Canadians might benefit from their more frequent exposure to minority government.

Charlotte Coté

University of Washington, 

 “Erasing Native Identities” – The Sex Discriminatory Clause of  Canada’s Indian Act and the Subjugation of Native Women” 

Since 1851 the British and later the Canadian government claimed the right to determine who is or is not an Indian person in Canada. When the Dominion of Canada was created in 1867 “Indians and lands reserved for Indians” became a federal responsibility. In 1876 all laws affecting First Nations in Canada were combined by the federal government under one piece of legislation known as the Indian Act. 

The Canadian government utilized the membership clause of the Indian Act for one main purpose – to further the successful integration and eventual assimilation of Native people into the mainstream Canadian society. Native women were the targets of this sex discriminatory clause that removed and extinguished their rights and the rights of their children. Section 12(1)(b) of the Act defined an Indian as “any male person of Indian blood,” any woman lawfully married to such a person, and any child of such a person. The Act defined Indian identity through marriage with Indian status being determined through a European patrilineal principle of descent. The Indian Act effectively legislated Native women out of their Native bodies, erasing their identities as Native people. My presentation will explore the history of this sex discriminatory clause and examine how it impacted and continues to impact Canada’s Native women. 
Adele J. Cummings

 Mesa State College

“The Sociodemographic Bases of Environmentalism in Canada and the United States: A Reexamination”.

Literature on the sociodemographic bases of environmental attitudes identifies age, sex, social class, education and other variables as significant correlates of environmental attitudes.  Other research indicates that the different ways in which environmental issues may be framed in questionnaire items (e.g., support for spending to protect the environment, environmental activism, trade-offs between the economy and the environment, perception of threat to the environment, etc.) affect the results.  This paper extends the literature described above in three ways.  First, using data from the World Values Survey, the social bases of environmental attitudes in Canada and the United States are compared.  Second, the question of the meaning of “environmentalism” in the two countries is examined.  Third, using General Social Survey data from 1985 to 2004, the reliability over time of these social bases of environmentalism in the United States is examined.

Kate Dunsmore

University of Washington

“Connecting Canada and Terrorism: The year after 9/11 in the New York Times”

In the years since 9/11, the United States has demanded, and been compelled to delay, ever more stringent forms of security along the US-Canada border. These demands are expressed as essential to fight terrorism in the wake of 9/11. What constructions of Canada in connection to terrorism were present at the beginning of this, our 

present, era in US-Canada relations? This study examines one slice of New York Times coverage related to Canada. Through a keyword search on the terms Canada and terrorism, a set of articles was compiled. These are categorized by the section of the paper in which they appeared, whether Canada appeared to describe how the construction of Canada was accomplished. This close reading provides a more nuanced picture of how Canada was framed in connection in the headline, and by article word count, all as measures of prominence of coverage. one of the primary framing characteristics described by Entman (1991). Qualitative analysis is used to answer the question of how Canada was constructed in articles in which terrorism is also referenced. The analysis examines linguistic features such as semantic relations, transitivity, 

and contextualization with terrorism in the year following 9/11, extending the analysis beyond quantitative measures.
Carol-Anne Eves
McMaster University
“Social Democracy in Neoliberal Times: The Alberta Story”
This paper argues that the left in Alberta experienced an ideological failure in the post WWII era.  This failure was related to three political, cultural and economic projects undertaken by the government.  Firstly, the left failed to align itself with the province’s construction of a distinct Alberta identity based on extreme loyalty to the ‘home team’.  That is, the government of Alberta positioned Ottawa as the external threat to the well-being of Albertans.  The discourse of ‘us against them’ set-up a trap of artificial consensus that the left fell into.  Secondly, the left failed to tap into Alberta’s penchant for populist discourse.  Albertans had grown to see themselves as rugged individualists who favored the ‘small guy’- a non-politician- as political leader.  The left continued to practice politics more familiar to the East than the West.  Finally, in trying to strengthen its appeal to agriculture, the left alienated labour.  Farmers in Alberta preferred quiet consensus rather than radical protest.  Labour looked elsewhere for political support.  

By the end of the Cold War the left in Alberta appeared to have been consigned to oblivion.  However, there have been recent signs of a stirring of social democracy in the province.  This paper examines the problems and prospects for left renewal in Alberta. 
C.E.S. “Ned” Franks

Queen’s University

“The Quest for Responsible Government”

This paper will examine the evolution of responsible government and the challenges it now faces.  The term "responsible government" describes both a system of parliamentary-cabinet government - one in which the executive is part of, accountable to, and requires the confidence of the elected legislature - and represents an ideal - a government which acts "responsibly" in an ethical, and fiscal sense.  The struggle for responsible government in the first, institutional, sense was achieved in Canada in the early nineteenth century.  The struggle to achieve it in the second, ethical sense still continues.  The most recent battles in this struggle include the Gomery Commission's inquiry into the sponsorship scandal, and the Harper Government's Federal Accountability Act. 

Janis Goldie

University of Calgary

“Canadian Royal Commissions: A Moral Response to Immorality”
Royal Commissions of Inquiry are a fundamental institution in the Canadian political landscape. They are employed to investigate matters of great import and controversy and probe a broad range of issues and events, examining everything from Canadian unity to the status of women. Frequently, Royal Commissions are appointed in response to scandals that arise in Canadian society. In the last ten years, for example, six of the seven commissions appointed can be linked to ‘publicized incidents that brought about disgrace or offended the moral sensibilities of society’, such as the Air India Commission, the Arar Commission, the Gomery Commission, the Krever Inquiry, as well as the Somalia Inquiry.

This paper makes the case that scandal-driven commissions of inquiry, particularly in the last 10 years, are an attempt to deal with breaches of morality in Canadian society.  Examining the political, historical and social contexts around scandal-driven commissions in the last decade, this paper makes the argument that commissions are a crucial institution in Canadian society for their role in reaffirming fundamental Canadian values.

Sunil Govinnage
Murdoch University, Perth and Notre Dame University, Fremantle, Australia

“The Representation of the East and West and Good and Evil in Michael Ondaatje’s Anil’s Ghost”

Anil’s Ghost, Michael Ondaatje's first novel since his Booker Prize winning fiction The English Patient (1992), takes his readers back to his native country Sri Lanka. The brutality of the island nation’s civil war as experienced by forensic anthropologist Dr Anil De Tissera is revealed through lyrical and poetic language.  The background to Anil's Ghost is a civil war and unlike other wars, the enemies depicted are difficult to identify.  This is an unlike feature of the ethnic upheaval that tore Sri Lanka apart in the 1980s and '90s.

Anil left Sri Lanka at 18 and returns ‘home’ 15 years later as part of an international human rights fact-finding mission. “It is his extraordinary achievement to use magic in order to make the blood of his own country real,” Richard Eder wrote of Ondaatje's new novel in The New York Times Book Review.  

In my paper, I will argue that Ondaatje’s “country real” in Anil’s Ghost is represented as Orientalism depicting ‘good and evil’ and ‘east and west’.  In this paper, I will also argue that Ondaatje’s representation of Sri Lanka can be understood better using Edward Said’s views on Orientalism (1978).  

I will conclude that Ondaatje has not been successful in capturing the psyche and or the civil war of his native ‘country real’ in Anil’s Ghost.
Geoffrey Hale, Ph.D.



University of Lethbridge
“Signaling Across the Fence: Managing US-Canada Relations Amid the Politics of Intermesticity”

Canada and the United States are probably more interdependent than any two industrial nations in the modern world. But that interdependence is characterized by very different levels of vulnerability to the unilateral actions of, or societal conditions within, the neighboring country.

This paper will explore the challenges of managing Canada-U.S.relationships as an exercise in “intermesticity” – the overlap of domestic and international policy initiatives in political and bureaucratic systems of varying degrees of openness and contestation. In particular, it explores the challenges of influencing American policies towards Canada: political or bureaucratic initiatives which, intentionally or otherwise, affect the capacity of Canadian governments, economic and societal interests to carry out their normal activities. It assesses the different forms of American policies towards Canada – and their 

implications for public servants and policy makers in engaging or attempting to influence the development of those policies. It will discuss these matters in the context of three recent case studies in cross-border relations: the recent softwood lumber agreement, the Western Hemisphere Travel Initiative, and restrictions on imports of Canadian beef to the United States.

Thomas D. Isern & Jessica Clark

North Dakota State University

 “The Germans from Russia in Saskatchewan: An Oral History”

The Germans from Russia are a prominent settlement group in the agricultural landscape of Saskatchewan.  Perhaps because they came incrementally, by chain migration, rather than by group colonization, they compose an ethnic group little noticed by historians.  Too, their immediate origins are divided, inasmuch as earlier German-Russian immigrants came directly from Russia, whereas twentieth-century German-Russian immigrants came to Canada from the United States, mainly North Dakota and South Dakota.  This paper initiates the first focused, scholarly historical treatment of German-Russian immigration and life in Saskatchewan.  Drawing on oral histories collected with support of the Faculty Research Program of the Canadian Embassy, it focuses particularly on childhood and growing up German-Russian on the prairies, positing a German-Russian ethnic identity distinct both from neighbor immigrant groups in Saskatchewan and from origin communities in the U.S. 

Andrew Johnson and William Hogg

Bishop's University

“Differentiating Approaches to the War on Terror: Do Borders Matter?”

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, Canada and the United States have 

participated in varying ways and to different degrees towards fighting the war on terror.  Canada had adopted a 3D approach to this conflict, combining, on a relatively equal basis, development, defence and diplomatic tools.  How does this approach compare to that chosen by the United States, one that focused on the short term goal of vigorous 

counter-terrorism.  If these two approaches are significantly different, how can we account for them?  Have we seen a change in strategy post since the election of a new government in Canada, one that some have argued has brought its policy in line with that adopted by the Bush Administration?  Will we see an impact on American strategy stemming from a new Democratic House of Representatives and Senate, where American policy may move closer to the one promoted by Canada prior to January 2006?
William Joyce
Michigan State University

“Great Lakes Water Wars: Truth or Fiction”
In recent years tensions between U.S. and Canadian government and business forms in both nations have increased over the management of the Great Lakes.  At issue are invasions of non-indigenous fish and wildlife carried in saltwater ships’ ballast tanks and tributaries, efforts to sell Great Lakes water to foreign nations, pollution caused by manure seepage from farms, oil wells and pipelines, and nuclear plants.  And, looming on the horizon are plans for the U.S. Coast Guard to conduct military exercises using high velocity shells with a five mile range.  It is my contention that these depredations are not hyperbole.  They pose serious threats to the health of the Great Lakes, which hold 20 per cent of the world’s non-Arctic fresh water and function as the lifeblood of eight U.S. states and two Canadian provinces.

The first part of my paper describes the immediate and long term impacts of the depredations cited earlier and relevant U.S.-Canadian agreements.  The second challenges Canadians and Americans to explore important issues that must be confronted as a prelude to informed, responsible action by both nations.  Similarities and/or differences in the interpretation and approach to these issues by the Canadian and U.S. governments and the private sector will be addressed.

Suzzanne Kelley

Minnesota State Community and Technical College

“Allen Sapp, Memory Artist: Preserving in Paint the Rural Life of the Red Pheasant Cree”
Images of prairie life are fixed in memory artist Allen Sapp’s mind and then transferred to his canvas while he stands before his easel—unaware of the hour as he paints through the night until the stories are recorded on canvas.  He is driven by memory, but also by the responsibility that comes with knowing, the responsibility of transmitting his knowledge of social and ethnic values.  Sapp paints scenes remembered from his childhood on the Red Pheasant Reserve, but his experiences are not simply personal; they represent collective memory—shared stories that illustrate the identity of a rural community.  Ice hockey on frozen ponds, baked bannock bread, and tractor-drawn threshers are only some of the rural and agricultural images captured on canvas by memory painters like Sapp in the Great Plains during the twentieth century.  These visual historians deliberately transmit values in paintings that commemorate and perpetuate their culture.  This paper examines the oeuvre of Allen Sapp, a Saskatchewan Cree and memory painter of his people’s rural and agricultural lifestyle in the 1930s and 1940s.

 Joseph LeMay

“A Risk Assessment of the Provinces of Alberta and Quebec for Foreign Direct Investment”
Both provinces will be examined in the context of a risk model comprising 30 economic, political, and social indicators that will comprise the basis for analysis. Each of the indicators is ranked on a scale of 1 to 7 with the lower numbers, 1-3, reflecting more positive characteristics while higher numbers, 4-7, reflect negative ratings. The goal is to examine how attractive or unattractive each Province is for foreign investment inflows. The analysis will compare the two provinces regarding their unique risk factors.

Jim Maher 

University of New England

“Federalism and Health Policy in Australia and Canada”

 This paper will compare and contrast the role and function of the federal governments of Australia and Canada in Health Policy, and will examine some of the calls for change.

Susan G. Mason

Boise State University

“Political Identity and Political Culture: Comparative Urban Calculations”
Moon, Lovrich, and Peirce find significant differences between the political culture of Canada and the U.S.  DeLeon and Naff find political identity factors predict political ideology and electoral behavior in U.S. cities.  They also find that within the United States local political culture tempers these effects.  It is reasonable to assume that national political culture may also have an impact.  This study hypothesizes that national political cultural has a mediating influence on factors associated with political identity and outcomes.  I hypothesize that people in Canadian cities feel they can affect more political change than people in the United States cities.  Political efficacy influences political participation and potentially could mediate the influence of political identify factors such as income and race on political ideology and outcomes.  The findings of this study will further distinguish contextual factors of “place” that affect outcomes in individual political beliefs and behavior.  This study uses sample survey data sets that make it possible to systematically compare local political systems within each nation as well as across nations.  Specifically, I test whether national differences in political culture attenuate the effects of income, education, and race on political liberalism and cynicism in 6 Canadian and 50 U.S. cities.
Thomas Murphy, S.J.

Seattle University

"If Ever They are To Be A Strong Nation, It Is Perhaps Necessary That They Should Have This Same Obstinacy as Our American Friends: How British Diplomatic Perceptions of Canadian and American Negotiators at the Conference of Washington, 1871, compared with the popular press reaction to the conference in Washington Territory and British Columbia."
In 1871, Canadian diplomats attended a conference in Washington, D.C. to take part in negotiations for a new treaty between the British Empire and the United States concerning North American issues.  Through a series of official dispatches and confidential correspondence with Edmund Hammond, the Permanent Under Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs at the Foreign Office in London, British diplomats at the conference expressed surprise (and some dismay) at the Canadian tenacity in negotiations.  This impression, however, differed from what the popular press in Washington Territory and British Columbia said about Canada's dedication to far western border issues at the conference.  My paper will compare these diplomatic and popular perspectives with the goal of attaining a balanced synthesis of an early major Canadian diplomatic initiative toward the United States   

Timothy James Pasch

University of Washington

“Crossing Arctic Borders: A computer-based analysis of disparities between American, Canadian and Inuit conceptualizations of the Northwest Passage”

Disparity, originating from the Latin concept paritas, or a conceptualization of equality between two parties, is a word evoking multiple discourses. In physics, the word alludes to a symmetrical relationship between interactions; in telecommunications, parity refers to a binary digital relationship functioning to resolve errors in voice or data transmissions. In regards to the Northwest Passage, rather than a parity relationship between the United States and Canada concerning this issue, we find a binary opposition; a state which in a Derridaian understanding is inherently unstable. Prevailing views on the resolution of this dichotomy represent a conceptual framework that shifts depending on the perspective from which it is viewed. The Inuit conceptualization of this 

framework raises the power of the issue to a trinary relationship and further increases complexity.

Using atlas.ti software as a qualitative data workbench, this paper analyzes databases of print and online articles related to the Northwest Passage from the American, Canadian, and Inuit perspective in order to code and assess prevailing attitudes and frameworks emerging from each region.
 Robyn Read

University of Calgary

“Hungering for (and within) 'True' Stories that Happen in 'Real' Places”

In Sharon Riis’ The True Story of Ida Johnson (1976), “The truth of the matter is: there is none.” Yet within Ida’s story of murdering her family, in which she claims she savored her dead husband’s “Blood thick in [her] mouth,” readers might identify Longview, Alberta as a town that really exists. Almost thirty years after the publication of Riis’ novel, another Albertan writer, Suzette Mayr, portrays a woman to whom the “taste of live flesh [brings] such a relief.” Venous Hum is set in Calgary which, like Longview, is a location that the reader may be familiar with while s/he is less likely to 'recognize' the character Louve, who kills her lover and places him on the menu at a dinner party. Ida and Louve’s transgressions push these novels across a border, perhaps from truth into myth, but for the context of this paper I will examine the balance between acceptable behavior and forbidden exploits in a potentially known site. In Venous Hum, Louve’s unconventional dinner party demonstrates that desire itself sits on a border, between fulfillment and frustration, referred to as “the way of the city.” This paper investigates the potential of ‘unreal’ characters to challenge a reader’s conception of a ‘real’ place that in its essence could be considered a ‘border’ town.

Heather A. Rollwagen

University of Calgary

“’For Home and Country’: Womens Organizations and the Meaning of Responsible Citizenship in Rural Saskatchewan, 1911-1980”

Definitions of responsible citizenship change over time, place and social experience.  Women’s changing social status in the past century has led them to constantly renegotiate what it means to be responsible citizens.  Women’s organizations have played a significant role in organizing women at the local level to become involved in socio-political issues in Canada.  This paper uses a case study approach to explore how a prominent women’s organization helped to shape the meaning of responsible citizenship for rural women throughout the twentieth century.  The Homemakers Clubs of Saskatchewan (HCS) was established by the Extension Department at the University of Saskatchewan as a program for rural women. One branch of HCS focused specifically on citizenship.  By providing leadership development and educational support, this branch helped women to engage socio-political issues outside their communities, and encouraged them to become actively involved in the process of  change.  Historical documents collected at the University of Saskatchewan archives serve as the data source for this research.  Through analysis of the documents, this paper traces the changing meaning of citizenship for women in rural Saskatchewan, and offers insight into the process by which this concept is negotiated over time, place and social experience.
Rita Ross
University of California Berkeley
“Names in Acadia” 

Names are important identity markers for people around the world, but for diasporic communities such as the Acadians names may hold even deeper significance. Whether personal names, family names, patronymics, or nicknames, Acadian names often illuminate history and historical dispersions, family connections, and ethnic or religious identity. This paper looks briefly at some historical and genealogical matters, naming traditions, sociolinguistic changes over the years, and the phenomenon of Acadian name reunions.
Debra Salazar and Donald Alper

Western Washington University

“Environmentalisms and New Politics”
The North American conservation/environmental movements of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries may be seen as responses to the social upheaval and environmental destruction associated with industrialization.  Though these movements confronted destructive exploitation of natural resources in the hinterland and of human health in the cities, they were not successful in undermining the values and institutions that underlay industrial expansion .  While their efforts to mitigate these problems continued through the twentieth century, so did industrialization.  It was only as the industrial economies of wealthy countries moved in a post-industrial direction that the politics of these nations focused more directly on both the underlying principles and outward consequences of industrialism.  This transformation of politics, variously referred to as new politics, postmaterialism, and new social movements has been expressed in new values, epistemologies, political alignments, and modes of organizing.  Many scholars believe environmental politics are at the center of this transformation.  Yet analysts of environmental politics are unanimous regarding little other than the existence of difference within the movement; there are numerous environmentalisms.  Do all of them exemplify new politics?  How and to what extent do they challenge industrialism?

Our purpose in this paper is to examine environmentalist discourses that have emerged on the Pacific Coast of the US and Canada to discern their congruence with new politics.  

Bev Sandalack

University of Calgary

“Urban Design as a Methodology for City Making”
Calgary is a young city - it has gone from its pioneer beginnings to a modern centre of over one million inhabitants in little over one hundred years. It is experiencing many of the typical big-city problems in only its first generation of building, whereas many older cities only experience these kinds of circulation, housing and quality of life issues after several generations of building. What might be the lessons learned from this rapid growth in a privileged economic setting? Calgary seems to have the resources to address the 

opportunities that growth presents and to create an exemplary urban environment, however much of the discussion about city form has centred on sprawl and traffic. This paper proposes that Urban Design offers the potential to lead to a higher quality built environment, dealing with the city as a whole, and focusing on the public realm. 

It will build on research recently completed that led to 2006 publication of The Calgary Project: urban form / urban life by Beverly A. Sandalack and Andrei Nicolai, and focus on strategies for the future.
J’nan Morse Sellery

“Cultural Identity in Helen Humphreys' Afterimage”

Postcolonial approaches to identity stress the notion that a subject's or narrator's cognitive and bodily experiences are rooted in their different social locations. In this sense, while subjectivity is structured through language in different decades and continents, it resides in the connection of the mind, emotions, and bodily desires.  In Humphreys' Afterimage, in Victorian England, Annie Phelan, an Irish orphan takes a position as the 

new maid in the estate of Isabelle, a creative photographer modeled on Julia Margaret Cameron and Eldon Dashell, a map maker searching for knowledge about the Franklin Expedition. Through comparisons of emotional vs cognitive experiences, Annie comes to understand her employers and her own empowerment, discipline, and changing identities.
Marc Simon

Bowling Green State University

“Voting Power in Cross Border Institutions”


This paper examines the voting rules and arrangements of several international organizations with a focus on those involving the US and Canada.  It applies several measures of voting "power" of each voting member, whether they are states or organizations.  These include the Banzhaff and Shapley-Shubik indices, as well as an alternative algorithm created by the author.  Using these indices we can measure the likelihood that a voting member can affect the outcome of a vote.  While there is some variation produced by the different indices, important patters emerge.  For instance, for organizations such as NAFTA, which include the US and Canada and Mexico, if Quebec were given an independent vote, it would receive voting power much greater than its relative population.  The paper also examines the power of NGOs and other nonstate actors who participate in cross-border institutions such as the Commission for Environmental Cooperation.

Alan Smart

University of Calgary

“Political Ecology, Urban Development and Unintended Consequences: How Efforts to Respond to BSE Crisis in Alberta Ended Up Encouraging Urban Sprawl”

Since 1994, regional planning in Alberta has effectively ended, although voluntary regional partnerships do attempt to provide some coordination for growth and development.  One critical way in which the City of Calgary has attempted to manage its broader environment has been through its control over the supply of water and wastewater treatment in the region.  This paper will explore the political ecology of these processes.

Peter (Jay) Smith, PhD
Athabasca University

“Going Global – Canadian Transnational Activism and the World Social Forum”
Canadian activists in the recent past have been leaders in activism beyond borders, instrumental, for example, in the mass international mobilizations against the Multilateral Agreement on Investment (1998) and the World Trade Organization, Seattle (1999).  Surprisingly, however, Canadian involvement in the World Social Forum process has been little studied even though Canadians participate in significant numbers at the World Social Forum (WSF). The WSF is a response to the rapid process of neoliberal, corporate globalization that swept the world (and Canada) in the 1990s. At the heart of neoliberalism is a belief that markets should be the primary allocators of values in a society. This paper will examine the complex relationship between place (the local) and the global in transnational political activism through a case study of Canadian participation at the WSF and parallel social forums within Canada.  This project hypothesizes that Canadian participation at the WSF and social forums within Canada reflects local differences (and tensions) within Canada. While the global is very important place still matters.
 Aritha van Herk
University of Calgary
“Dodging the Double

In the author’s note to her short story collection, The Lion in the Room Next Door, Merilyn Simonds cites Norman Levine telling her that “all life, once lived, is fiction.”  That line sidesteps Simonds’ declaration that “the circumstances and characters in these stories are drawn from real life,” even while she avers, “neither is this work intended to be history.  There can rarely be a definitive version of the past.”  Margaret Atwood’s latest collection of fiction, Moral Disorder, too appears to dodge the line between fiction and non-fiction, as if this line were becoming less distinct, more mutable.  The similarities between the dust jackets of  Moral Disorder and Negotiating with the Dead,  Atwood’s polemic on writing, further argue for this dissolving boundary.  Where does the line of the writer’s pen bleed past defined genre toward an intriguingly slippery biotext?  And what does that blurred boundary suggest about Canadian writing?  

Robert Whelan, Sherman Wyman and Wilbur Thompson

University of Texas at Arlington
“Cross-hairs Targeting Approach to Local Economic Development”

: 

This paper will compare, contrast and analyze the economic development implications of trends in several key indicator sectors for the Calgary, Dallas-Fort Worth, and Toronto metropolitan regions. Data from the last two decades will be utilized, in such sectors as population, education, employment, manufacturing, personal income, housing stock, and transportation. This paper will employ Wilbur Thompson's concept of "cross-hairs targeting". In brief, "cross-hairs targeting" attempts to match what an industry seeks and offers with what the locality seeks and offers in return. The authors will offer conclusions on both the problems and promise of similar and dissimilar development patterns. In addition, suggestions to enhance economic development planning in the three regions will be made.

