

Websites:

The Wired Instructor offers a wide range of resources for the new and experience writing teacher.  From a basic introduction to 6 + 1 Trait Writing to rubrics and mini-lessons that can be immediately incorporated into any writing classroom, this website offers a great deal of useful material.  To visit the 6-Trait Resources by Trait website, please follow this link:  http://www.wiredinstructor.net/resources.html.  This website also offers online graduate classes in 6-Trait writing through the University of Wisconsin-Stout.  To learn more about these courses visit http://www.uwstout.edu/soe/profdev/traits/index.html.

Using Picture Books to Teach Narrative and Six Trait Writing is a website created by Sandra O’Berry is an older website which has not been updated since September 2000, however many thoughtful suggestions and useful book lists are still included on the website and the links have been maintained.  This website, available at http://geocities.com/oberry1790/narrativebibliography.htm, is probably most useful for teachers in the K-3 grades, although many suggestions could be applicable at other grade levels.

The NW Regional Educational Laboratory website offers an extremely thoughtful FAQ on assessment using the Six-traits including a comprehensive look at the traits and the rubric used to assess the traits, and even offers a copy of the scoring guide in Spanish!  To visit the NW Regional Educational Laboratory FAQ, go to  http://www.nwrel.org/assessment/faq.php?odelay=0&d=0&a=22#answers.

The Web English Teacher is an excellent resource for writing instructors at all levels and offers a wide variety of information about topics that affect and interest writing instructors.  This site offers definitions of the traits, lesson plans involving the traits, a FAQ, lesson ideas and downloads for the 6-trait classroom.  To visit the 6-trait writing section of the Web English Teacher website, visit http://www.webenglishteacher.com/6traits.html.

The National Writing Project offers ideas for English teachers in all areas, from assessment to teacher research and the teaching of writing.  One of their many useful publications includes the PDF booklet 30 Ideas for Teaching Writing which offers exactly that- 30 classroom-tested, thoughtful, engaging activities to teach writing.  You can review this publication, and the website which is chock full of useful information, at http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource/922#Fifteen.  The NWP website is also filled with invaluable texts, very much worth reviewing and purchasing or borrowing from a local library.  This resource does not specifically address 6-trait writing although all of the suggestions in the 30 Ideas text support 6-trait writing perfectly.

Books:

Two leading scholars on 6-trait writing are Dr. James Blasingame and Vicki Spandel.  Vicki Spandel has written two books on the subject, Creating Writers Through 6-Trait Writing Assessment and Instruction (4th Edition), which is a comprehensive book addressing 6-trait writing instruction and assessment with practical suggestions for any writing classroom as well as Creating Young Writers which offers suggestions for effective approaches for using 6-trait writing in the K-3 classroom.  Both of these books can be reviewed on Amazon.com at http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0205410324/qid=1097986753/sr=8-1/ref=sr_8_xs_ap_i1_xgl14?v=glance and http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0439280389/qid=1097987351/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1?v=glance.

Teaching Writing in Middle and Secondary Schools, by Jim Blasingame and John H. Bushman is one of the most useful resources available for writing instructors.  Packed with thoughtful, useful and creative advice on helping students use 6-trait writing regularly and joyfully, this book can be reviewed and purchased through Amazon.com at http://www.amazon.com/Teaching-Writing-Middle-Secondary-Schools/dp/013098163X/ref=sr_1_11/105-8214457-1234845?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1186984456&sr=8-11
6 + 1 Traits of Writing: The Complete Guide (Grades 3  and Up) by Ruth Calham focuses on instruction and assessment of 6 + 1 writing traits.  This text is known for helping teachers understand the traits as well as incorporate them into their classrooms.  This text includes reproducible forms, rubrics and lesson plans as well as theory and examples.  You can review this text at http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/tg/detail/-/0439280389/qid=1097987351/sr=1-1/ref=sr_1_1?v=glance.







