ASSIST Steering Committee Spring 2006 Meeting

Chandler-Gilbert Community College, Pecos Campus

March 30, 2006

12:00 PM – 2:30 PM

Meeting Notes
Attendance
 Arizona State University: 

Melinda Gebel (also representing ASSIST)


Arizona Western College: 

Mary Schaal


Cochise College:


Irene Semeniuk (for Sandy Byran)


Coconino Community College: 
Holly Oakleaf


Eastern Arizona College:  

Glen Snider


Maricopa Community Colleges: 
Georgia Gudykunst

Northland Pioneer College: 

Rich Balsley

Pima Community College: 

John Fulginiti


University of Arizona: 


Rick Kroc

CAS Staff: 



Andy Beier and Bob Miller

ASSIST Staff: 


Dan Moore, Caryl DuBrock, and Nancy Dickson 

Nine of the 13 participating institutions were represented at the Spring ASSIST Steering Committee meeting. 
Business Items
(         Attendance & Welcome to New Members
The two new representatives, Mary Schall of AWC and Holly Oakleaf of CCC, were introduced. The roster was updated to reflect numerous changes in titles and offices.
(
The ASSIST April 7, 2005 Meeting Notes, the APASC February 17, 2006 Report, and Melinda Gebel’s presentation to AAAA on February 10, 2006 were distributed. An organization chart with recent personnel changes at APASC and CAS was discussed. A search for Gretchen Schmidt’s Articulation Facilitator position will begin soon. At CAS, Bryant Castaneda has started as a CAS Technical Analyst, Rebecca McKay is currently on child care leave, and Bob Miller is handling many of the assignments of the CAS Project manager position formerly performed by Linda Burns. 
(
File Submission Status Reports were reviewed.  A discussion followed concerning the due dates of the various data files. 

RECOMMENDATION: ASSIST staff will distribute and post a calendar noting the due dates for the 3 CC file submissions and 2 UV file submissions.   
(
MCCD District-wide Data Access Request

RECOMMENDATION: With the Steering Committee’s general approval of this request, ASSIST staff will determine if this action falls within the parameters of the existing policies and procedures. 
Progress Reports on Projects/Issues 
(          Hyperion 8 Upgrade
Nancy Dickson introduced Andy Beier, CAS Technical Analyst, for a discussion on the new repository and technical efforts to make a seamless transition to Hyperion 8 for the ASSIST users.  Questions concerning the functionality of publishing reports were addressed; the limitation here is due to the additional license costs.
(          ID Matching Process
The one-time ID clean-up process is on-going at this time. Upon completion, ASSIST staff will begin to develop a long-term solution to enhance the matching process.

(          CC Supplemental Degree Data
The supplemental degree data are being tested and will be moved into the CC Degree table after final verification. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
(1) The Steering Committee decided to continue the supplemental submission of all CC degree data. In an effort to coordinate with the institutions’ IPEDS data requirements, the ASSIST annual CC degree data file will be due in late October. The CC annual file submission will no longer require degree data.

(2) In addition to the CC Degree table, the data will be provided in three separate table views—CC Associate Degree, CC AGEC, and CC Certificates.

(
45th Day Table
The file layout and table are being tested with MCCD and EAC data. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
(1) This table will move into production and be named the CC Fall Registration table. The Steering Committee decided that Spring semester enrollments will not be tracked.
(2) Data file submission for CC fall registered students will begin this fall. The due date will be in late October. Institutions should report all registered students for any credit bearing class on the 45th day of the fall semester. The data will not be the official FTSE count, but more of an all inclusive “in the seat” enrollment count.
(3) The 45th day field in the CC annual data file will no longer be required; the file layout and data documentation will be revised to show this field as an optional data item.

(          CC Data Documentation, CC Data Availability Chart, Data Checks and Clean-up
A summary of the completed CC data documentation project and the new CC Data Availability chart was presented at the general ASSIST meeting following the Steering Committee’s working lunch. An updated data model including the new code tables, new data elements, and revised data element names was distributed and discussed.

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
(1) For the ease of users, the recently expanded Code UV Major CIP table and Code UV High School will be duplicated into two CC code tables identified as Code CC Major CIP and Code CC High School. 

(2) The new Code CC Course Grade table will be expanded to include the unit ID of the institutions using each particular grade code. 

(3) The data model and the data documentation will be revised to reflect these additional items. 

(
User Groups
A brief review of the two user group sessions held last summer was provided. The benefits and limitations of this type of session were addressed. 
RECOMMENDATION: For the next fiscal year, ASSIST staff will re-direct its educational, communication and professional development efforts to providing institutions the opportunity for field/site visits. 

(
Transfer Model Evaluation
An update on the second RFP for the qualitative evaluation of the transfer model and the on-going development of prototype quantitative reports provided by ASSIST were outlined.
Standard Definitions & Queries for Studying Transfer Students

A sizable portion of the meeting was devoted to evaluating the work done by the Central Region group to define who is a transfer student and the possible categories of transfer students needed based on the most common types of research questions involving transfer students.

Individual institutional reports were distributed using the proposed definitions and three levels of classification—casual transfers, solid transfers, and pure transfers.  


RECOMMENDATIONS: 
(1) A sub-group of the pure transfer students—exclusive transfers— was recommended as an additional category. These students have all of their transfer hours from a single institution. 

(2) Further testing and development is needed. John Fulginiti and PCC will host a summer gathering of the southern regional schools (PCC, U of A, Cochise, EAC, and AWC). The targeted dates mentioned were the 2nd and 3rd weeks of June and the last week of July or beginning of August. ASSIST staff will work with John to coordinate this session. 

Using ASSIST: Tips and Tricks
The Steering Committee working lunch meeting was followed by the General Meeting attended by ASSIST users and guests from the Arizona Department of Education and the ASU Office of Evaluation.  A total of 28 participants attended the general session. Write-ups on the following presentations will be posted on the ASSIST website: 
How Many Ways Can You Group?

Grouping with Paper Clips, Computed Columns and the Grouping Function

Creating Reports

A short primer on creating “presentation worthy” reports in BRIO (Hyperion)

Don’t Be ‘Duped’ by Your Data

Ways to identify, avoid and deal with those pesky duplicate records

