ASSIST Spring 2008 Meetings
Yavapai College at the Prescott Campus

April 3, 2008
Steering Committee Meeting

Attendance (20 people; 12 of 13 institutions)
APASC 



Ann Huber

Arizona State University 

Melinda Gebel (also representing ASSIST)

Arizona Western College

Mary Schaal

Central Arizona College

Bill Brown

Cochise College


Jane Jarboe (for Jerome Ward)

Coconino Community College
Steve Chambers

Eastern Arizona College 

Glen Snider

Maricopa Community Colleges 
Linda Hawbaker & Tracy Salter

Northern Arizona University
Pat Haeuser & Erxuan Bao
Northern Pioneer College

Nettie Klingler
Pima Community College

Bob Teso (for Heather Tilson) & Del Dawley
University of Arizona

Rick Kroc

Yavapai Community College
Tom Hughes

ADE Guest



Julie Siwanowicz

ASSIST Staff



Nancy Dickson, Caryl DuBrock & Dan Moore

Business Items

Materials distributed included last year’s ASSIST March 29, 2007 Meeting Notes; the February 2008 ASSIST Report to APASC; the 2007-08 File Submission Calendar; and the latest File Submission Status Reports. 

The File Submission Status Reports were reviewed with several representatives giving updates on their institution’s submission plans. 

Introduced this past year on the recommendation at last year’s Steering Committee meeting, the File Submission Calendar and dates listed were discussed. The Perkins file submission dates will be revised in the 2008-09 calendar which will be updated and distributed at the beginning of the fiscal year. 
Progress Reports on Projects/Issues

2007-08 Database Changes, Data Documentation and Updates. Caryl DuBrock highlighted the key changes in the database this year which included:

· CC ACADEMIC YEAR ENROLLMENT renamed CC OPEN ENTRY and SHORT-TERM ENROLLMENT
· ASU DOWNTOWN CAMPUS FLAG element added to UV STUDENT
· CUMUL TOTAL INST HOURS and CUMUL TOTAL TRANSFER HOURS added to UV DEGREE
· CC DUAL ENROLLMENT table and the CC DUAL COURSE PREFIX CROSSWALK table which debuted in August 2007
· CC SEMESTER REGISTRATION table which debuted in Fall 2007
Each institution was provided a complete set of the revised and new portions of the data documentation (with the exception of the CC Dual Course Prefix Crosswalk which has not been documented yet). Nancy Dickson updated the data model and 21X15 inch maps were provided to all participants. 
ID Matching Process and Student ID Issues. Nancy Dickson led a discussion concerning the current ID matching methodology and the proposed new method for improving the ASSIST ID matching algorithm. A handout detailing the matching logic was distributed and input sought, especially concerning the availability of SSNs. 
Transition to Oracle, Strategies and Technical Changes. Dan Moore explained the current structure of the database and its limitations, and possible enhancements envisioned with the move to an Oracle-based consolidated environment. The key advances sought are: reduction in data load errors and dirty data; improved student matching; improved real-time data; data audit capability; and improved data load and error logging. 
Data Quality Issues. Although the future database enhancements will provide automated features to improve the quality of the data, Caryl DuBrock emphasized that currently efforts need to be made to improve the data submissions, especially the CC course data. ASSIST identified common data problems in six key data fields. 
Hezel’s Transfer Model Evaluation. Melinda Gebel summarized the overall results of the Hezel evaluation of the Arizona’s Transfer Articulation System; a one-page listing of the key findings was provided along with the report’s Executive Summary, the ASSIST Student Data Analysis Findings chapter, and appendices with the data tables.
New Issues

Statewide Performance Indicators and Measures. Melinda Gebel led the discussion on the interest in developing statewide performance indicators and measures. Of all the various measures mentioned, the need to establish a standard definition of a transfer intent cohort and, hence, a transfer rate that is meaningful accountability measure dominated both the Steering Committee and General Users Meeting as well as Friday’s AZAIR sessions.  
New CAS Members: Diné College and Tohono O’odham Community College. Melinda Gebel and Ann Huber updated the committee on the addition of these two tribal colleges to ATASS and discussed the prospects of receiving institutional data for ASSIST in the future.
General Users Meeting
Attendance at the general meeting exceeded all previous meetings; our Yavapai hosts generously made a last minute adjustment to find a room to accommodate the turnout. In all, 32 people attended the session including two guests from ADE and NCHEMS, and the four ASSIST staff.
This year’s general session consisted on six short presentations looking at various studies and reports done throughout the past year incorporating ASSIST data. The following presentations were made:

Dual Enrollment Reporting: Making It Work presented by Tracy Salter, MCCCD and Caryl DuBrock, ASSIST 

Lumina Urban Transfer Network Study presented by Linda Hawbaker, MCCCD and Melinda Gebel, ASU 

Going Back to High School: Pima Study presented by Del Dawley, Pima CC

Doing the Math: Course Taking Behavior after Pima presented by Bob Teso, Pima CC
Using the New Semester Registration Table for Concurrent Enrollment and Tracking UV Non-persisters presented by Caryl DuBrock, ASSIST 
Time-to-degree at the Universities for Pima Transfer Students presented by Ellen McGregor, Pima CC 

