ASSIST Spring 2007 Meetings
Pima Community College at the Community Campus

March 29, 2007
Steering Committee Meeting

Attendance (15 people; 10 of 13 institutions)
APASC 



Ann Huber

Arizona State University: 

Melinda Gebel (also representing ASSIST)

Arizona Western College: 

Mary Schaal

Cochise College:


Irene Semeniuk (for Robert Carreira)

Coconino Community College: 
Steve Chambers
Eastern Arizona College:  

Glen Snider

Maricopa Community Colleges: 
Linda Hawbaker & Tracy Salter
Northern Arizona University
Pat Haeuser & Sharon Young

Pima Community College: 

Del Dawley (for Heather Tilson) & John Fulginiti

University of Arizona: 

Rick Kroc
Yavapai Community College
Tom Hughes
Business Items

Materials distributed included last year’s ASSIST March 30, 2006 Meeting Notes; the April 2007 ASSIST Report to APASC; the updated APASC/CAS/JCC Staffing Changes; and the latest File Submission Status Reports. 

Pima representatives questioned why their degree file submission was not noted. ASSIST staff will double check and contact Pima concerning this issue. 
Other recommendations regarding file submission included:
1. re-designing the File Submission report to improve readability and to include tracking of the Fall Enrollment file
2. considering whether early submission of the annual file meets the requirements for the degree file submission  
This discussion led to the larger subject of the timing and formats for data submission. Various recommendations made were:

1. draft a file submission calendar noting for each file (including Perkins):

a. the earliest date to ASSIST

b. the target date

c.    the drop dead date

d. note the ‘expected” load time with each date;
2. consider all file submissions (including the Fall Registration file) as mandatory; and
3. begin a longer-term project with use of a subcommittee to examine technology issues and potential enhancements to the file submission and loading processes, including multiple submissions of CC files similar to the UV files and consideration of how ST/OE courses and students could be handled.
The new ASSIST Data Documentation Notebooks, dated March 2007, with completely updated UV documentation and data model, were distributed. Each institution is entitled to one notebook. All the materials will be available on the ASSIST website. 
Copies of the draft ASSIST Action Plan under the APASC Strategic Plan 2006-2009 were provided with a discussion focusing on the communication with CEOs, deans, ACCA, etc. Suggestions were made for ASSIST to check out the possibilities of using dashboards and one-page PDFs of major statewide indicators using ASSIST. 
A status report of the change over to Hyperion 8 was given and no institutions indicated any problems.
Progress Reports on Projects/Issues

ID Matching Process and Student ID Issues
There was an active discussion concerning the efforts to improve the student ID matching process. 

1. The most accurate matching results from using SSNs. Do most CCs have SSNs (maybe for reporting Hope Credits) and can they be provided to ASSIST for the best match by submitting it as the primary key? ASSIST staff will follow up with each institution to check SSN availability. 
2. Several representatives from the CCs reported they will be required by state law to use SAIS numbers starting July 1. It will be self-reported by students. There was a discussion on if and how to include into ASSIST, the number of digits, etc. 

Hezel’s Transfer Model Evaluation
A draft of the approximately 60 data variables extracted for the APASC Evaluation Study to be conducted by Hezel and Associates was provided to the Steering Committee representatives.
CC Fall Registration Table
After a review of issues related to the status on including this table in the database, several problems were identified: (1) the lack of loading and testing by ASISST staff of the MCCCD and EAC test data; (2) no promotion nor reminders from ASSIST staff for file submission, and (3) the lack of any submissions from any CC last fall.  There was a strong consensus agreement to correct these problems and proceed with the CC Fall Registration Table. 
Recommendations made were:
1. ASSIST should load the test data, write-up data documentation, and make any necessary revisions to file layout; 
2. ASSIST should distribute the final file layout, and drafted documentation to all, including the UVs; and 
3. this fall ASSIST should actively promote the submission and use of this table. 

New Issues
ASSIST currently has maxed out its number of Hyperion licenses.  No one saw the need for additional licenses at their campuses so no plans will be made to seek additional licenses at this time.
General Users Meeting

Attendance: 13 signed in, 4 ASSIST staff, several others came in later
ASSIST Model Updates
Updated ASSIST data models were distributed and reviewed, highlighting new data view tables (CC_AGEC, CC_ASSOCIATE_DEGREE, AND CC_CERTIFICATE) and new code tables (CODE_CC_AGEC_TYPE, CODE_CC_ASSOCIATE_DEGREE_TYPE, CODE_CC_CERTIFICATE_TYPE, CODE_CC_MAJOR_CIP, CODE_CC_COURSE GRADE). A discussion followed on the difference between the CC_DEGREE table and CC_DEGREE_OLD.
Tracking Transfer Students: Definitions and Draft Reports

Drafts of sample transfer reports, using the new categories for transfer students, were distributed and discussed. One draft table provided simulated data for the fictitious Sonora College on first-year persistence rates for new transfers for five new transfer cohorts starting in Fall 2001. It also included both first-term GPA and final first-year cumulative GPA. 
The second draft table reported year-to-year persistence for one new transfer cohort starting in Fall 2001 for five years. First-term GPA and final cumulative GPA were broken out for persisters, graduates and non-persisters. 

Recommendations made concerning the first drafts of the standard transfer reports included:
1. review the standard definitions and breakout of transfer students for the proportion of hours (Causal, Shared, Solid and Exclusive) as there may be an inconsistency in the groupings
2. revise wording in the transfer category by proportion of hours to be consistent and more clear

3. continue with the basic format for 1st year persistence and year-to-year persistence with GPA breakouts
4. focus on using CC degree status categories (AGEC only, Associate Degree only, AGEC and Associate Degree, Transfers with neither an AGEC nor an Associate) as the first priority; the second priority will be using the categories based on the proportion of hours (Causal, Shared, Solid and Exclusive)
5. respond to MCCCD’s unique situation concerning how they will access the queries and reports and if ASSIST staff will do basic reports for each individual college as well as the district

The meeting ended with several users sharing some quick tricks of Hyperion Brio. 
