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ASSIST Report 

for the September 15, 2006 APASC meeting


INFORMATION ITEMS

	APASC Goals
	ASSIST Activity

	  Improve the effectiveness of the transfer model
	· Small, regional groupings of ASSIST members have been working to develop a standard definition of transfer, categories of transfer students, and the design of standard student transfer reports. In June, institutions from the southern region of the state met at Pima’s Community Campus to continue testing and refining the definitions, categories, and generating ideas for future reports.
· ASSIST staff is actively supporting the evaluation subcommittee and is working on a series of reports that includes both baseline data and data reflecting progress over time in order to assess and monitor the impact of the transfer model. ASSIST staff have also participated this summer in the evaluation RFP process.
· Considerable work has been devoted to verifying institutional AGEC and Associate degree data. In April, the ASSIST Steering Committee adopted the supplemental submission of degree data. The supplemental CC degree data will be submitted annually in late October.
· Progress is continuing on projects in the areas of data documentation, statewide reports, training, general promotion and communication, and data submission and support. The data documentation for the nine community college data tables and three new view tables was finalized in July. 
· Responding to institutional needs to study concurrent enrollment and to track student non-persistence, a CC Fall Enrollment table was designed and tested. This table, approved by the ASSIST Steering Committee in April, will provide basic enrollment data for the most recent fall semester. Although CC Fall Enrollment data is of great interest to both universities and community colleges, this is not a required submission. 


	  Develop communication plan to promote accomplishments
	· Copies of the ASSIST brochure, a color, double-sided, trifold pamphlet that highlights what ASSIST is and how it can be used are regularly distributed at all presentations and meetings. The brochures are also included in the Orientation packages for new users. The brochures and/or presentations to the various APASC committees and task forces are available by contacting Assist-Q@asu.edu. 
· Several ASSIST actions have focused on increasing the awareness of ATASS and ASSIST’s role in supporting the transfer model. The orientation package for new ASSIST users includes an overview of ATASS and an organizational chart. The ASSIST website, currently under re-design, now includes links to CAS as well as presentations made to various committees and organizations describing the purpose and activities of CAS and ASSIST. 

· The fifth issue of the ASSIST E-News was released in July.  The Fall issue will be distributed by October.


	  Create a comprehensive staffing plan
	· The ASSIST Staffing Requirements has been updated as of February 2005. This document provides a brief project description of ASSIST, the current staffing requirements and assignments, and future plans and issues. This plan was submitted to APASC at the February 25, 2005 meeting.



	  Establish priorities for 

on-going development, maintenance, and utilization 

of technology to support 

APASC goals
	 

· ASSIST staff is continuing to evaluate upgrading paths for delivering analysis and reporting software tools for ASSIST. Considerable work was done to prepare for the move of the ASSIST web server to Hyperion 8 with key oversight from Nancy Dickson and technical involvement of the ATASS Technical Subcommittee, especially Andy Beier (CAS). A consultant from 1AnswerSolutions was retained to bring the Hyperion 8 web server up in a production environment. Numerous technical details have been worked out and current efforts are focusing on the processes of adding user IDs, folders, and report documents. Currently, both the 6 and 8 query and reporting systems are running in parallel until all users are successfully connecting to the new version 8 server. 

· ASSIST staff members are serving on the newly formed ATASS Technical Subcommittee that will: review the current technical systems; plan for future technical upgrades, and hardware and software need; and develop a technology refresh plan.
· ASSIST staff has been working on the identification and correction of existing student ID mismatches within the ASSIST database as well as enhancements of the ID matching algorithm to improve overall performance. 



DETAILS OF KEY ASSIST ACTIVITIES
(
February 1, 2006 was the deadline for submitting community college files for Academic Year 2004-2005. As of August 15, 2006, Academic Year 2004-2005 data for the following colleges have been submitted and loaded:


Arizona Western College (main file and course file)

Central Arizona College (main file)


Cochise College (main file and course file)


Eastern Arizona College (main file)



Maricopa Community Colleges (main file and course file)
Mohave Community College (main file and course file)
Pima Community College (main file and course file)
Yavapai College (main file and course file)
(
The universities submit data twice a semester (after 21st day and after grades are posted).  All Spring 2006 university data has been submitted and will be loaded soon after the university ID matching process is completed.  Summer university 2006 files are due at the end of September. 
(
The first set of supplemental community college degree files needed to generate APASC reports have been submitted and loaded. The Steering Committee has agreed that the institutions will begin submitting separate annual files of all degrees, AGECs, and certificates; the file submission due date for this file is October 31 of each year. October 31 will also be the submission date for files to populate the CC Fall Registration table currently under development. 
(
Data model enhancements and data clean-up efforts have continued over the summer. Three new view tables of the CC Degree Table have been added as well as an expanded CC Course Grade Code Table. Two other key UV code tables will be available soon as CC view code tables. These efforts improve the ease of use especially for new users. 
(
Completion of the upgrade to version 8 required a new repository to be set up on an IBM DB2 database instead of Sybase to hold the data needed to present reports on the web. Configuring the Hyperion software on a Unix platform was successfully completed over the summer. Efforts are currently directed at developing the processes for adding user IDs, folders, and documents. ASSIST users will be recruited to test the new system using version 8. 
(
During the summer, major work was done to identify and correct existing ID mismatches. This effort is being expanded to include developing enhancements to the ID matching algorithm to improve overall accuracy and performance for all future data loads.
